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OUR 200th ISMJE 

it's all about our contributors! 


adopt a BEEHIVE 
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THE HOME OF HOME APPLIANCES 


www.buywiseofbanbury.co.uk 




CALL US NOW ON: 

01295 266087/01295 253154 
45 Parsons Street, Banbury 0X16 SNA 
sales@buywiseofbanbury.co. uk 



BOSCH 

Invented for life 
















































FOUR SHIRES 


FROM THE EDITOR 

Its our 200th issue this month! 


AVAILABLE IN BUCKINGHAMSHIRE, 
OXFORDSHIRE, GLOUCESTERSHIRE, 
NORTHAMPTONSHIRE, V^ARWICKSHIRE 


JEREMY WILTON 
Editor 

01295 709999 

copy@fourshires.co.uk 
KATE WILTON 

Accounts, Subscription & Circulation 
01295 273138 
kate@fou rsh i res.co. u k 

GAIL SEWARD 
Advertising Executive 
01295 709999 

gail@fourshires.co.uk 

SARAH MUSGROVE 
Advertising/Editorial Executive 
01295 709999 
sarah@fourshires.co.uk 

CAROLINE JAGUES 
MEDIA TRIBE www.mediaHrlbe.com 
Design & Editorial Manager 
01295 258570 
fourshires@mediaHrlbe .com 


THIS MONTH'S CONTRIBUTORS 
George Fenemore • Barry Whitehouse 
Peter Jones • Bruce Cox • Hannah Baud 



Maggie Chaplin # David Jaques 
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CIRCULATION AREA ^AAP 


The Four Shires 
Borough House 
Marlborough Road 
Banbury, Oxfordshire 
0X16 5TH 

Tel: 01295 273138 

Advertising: 
01295 709999 

v^ww. fo u r s h i resxo. u k 
copy@fourshires.co.uk 


NEVER MISS AN ISSUE! 


Subscribe to The Four Shires today and receive the 
magazine direct to your door every month. Never again 
will you miss our popular Pictures from the Past or miss 
local events listed in our Out and About section. 


Just £36 for \ 2 Issues, or £20 for 6 Issues. 
Contact orders@fourshires.co.uk to find out more. 

The Four shires Magazine. All rights reserved. Reprodudion or transmts^ioi in 
whole or in parf wrtIwLit written permission is strictly prohibited. The Tour Sitrres 
magazine welcomes unsolicited manuscripts ond photographs and every effort 
will be mode to return them solety, although this cannot be fully guaranteed. 
The views of the contributors are not necessarily those of the publishers. 

ISSN 1 a73-Oi72 


When [ starred the magazine back in 1997 Tm not sure how long I thought 
it would last, but 200 not out is pretty good by any standards. 

The aim of the magazine back in 1997 (when it was called Banbury Fare) was 
To represent Banburyshire, to be informative and above all else, entertaining. 
The history and traditions of Banbujy'shire are acclaimed worldwide. The 
magazine will reflect these values and serve the area with pride.^ 

Well - we hope we have lived up to that rather grand mission statement 
over the years... 

Back then the magazine ran to 32 pages, (eight of which were colour) and 
included articles on the Rollright Stones, Upton House liorse trials, 
Deddington church, wining and dining, Banbury Cross and pictures from 
the past. Interestingly enough, this month we have articles featuring the 
Rollrigitt Stones (and Wyatts tea rooms) wining and dining and pictures 
from the past! 

There have been lots of people who have contributed to the magazine over 
the years and the.se are the people who have made the magazine what it is - 
we are very grateful to them. 

Our advertisers are also veiy^ important to us and we are lucky enouglt to be 
featuring businesses today who were with us back at the very beginning: Kraft 
Furnishings, Michael Jones, Bloxham School, Cherwell Garden Machinery' 
Sulgmve Manor, The Reindeerei Holloways, Ankers and Whitley Stimpson 
deserv'e honourable mentions. 

The most important to us however, is you, the reader. Without your views 
and feedback over the years our 200 issues would really have been without 
much purpose at all. 

Thank you for batting for us and helping the magazine to 200! 

JEREMY WILTON 

The White Horse 

King’s Sutton 

BANBURY, OXON 

0X17 3RF 
01295 812440 

20% OFF YOUR FOOD BILL-TUES, 

WEDS &THURS 

This offer is exclusively for four shires' 

READERS 

Table must be booked in advance & voucher Quot ed 

VOUCHER MUST BE PRESENTED. CAN MOT BE USiED WITH ANY OTHER OFFER 
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grounds open Friday 2.30pm to 7pm Saturday & Sunday 10.30am to 7pm 


enchanting Meditation Pavilions * beguiling acoustic music in the grounds 
enlightening Mindset talks * Round Table discussions * Changemaker Hub 
Life Changer seminars * Fairy Tgle Theatre presents the ‘Adventures of Alice' 
Kids Creative Woodland area * Tea under the Trees 5 ^ Food & Soul demos 
Feelgood Space * Ancient Tree trail Jts Meadow Maze * the One Question 
Meditation & Music tor the World 


Global Retreat Centre, Nuneham Courtenay, Oxford, 0X44 9PG 




BRAHMA KUMARIS 
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Char ty No: 269971 (Eng and Sl Wa esj and Sc(M05l 2 (Scot and) 
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FOUR SHIRES 

WHAFS INSIDE FOUR SHIRES THIS MONTH 


6 LEHERS... AND DOG 
8 4* AROUND THE SHIRES 

Read all about it! Take a look at 
what lias been bappetiing in tlie 
Four St ires over the [>asT month. 

12 4* BOOKS 
14 4* OUT & ABOUT 

All the local Four Shires listings. 

18 4* ART CLASS 

Barry Wiitehouse helps yon to find 
your perstJiial art 'thing'. 

20 4* ARTS & ANTIQUES 

Art Town in the Four Shires, Pietra 
Dura Mosaics and a new^ vintage 
emporium to savour. 

26 4* EVENTS & TOURISM 

Unusual ways to enjoy your leisure 
time^ all in our fabulous feature! 

36 4* FASHION 

Summer is Itere and it's time to 
lighten the clothing load. 

39 4* HEALTH & BEAUTY 

40 4* OUR 200TH ISSUE! 

Celebrating 200 issues w^ith our 
fantastic contributors and team. 

42 4* PHOTOGRAPHY 

A veritable pooch parade to make 
all dog lovers feel warm inside. 

44 4* HOMES & INTERIORS 




Possibly the coolest 

1?,. 1 


home you'll ever 


see, and a few" home 

V m ' 


ideas to inspire you. 



56 4* PETER 



1 JONES MEETS... 

1 

Stefan Buczacki 

SI 

_ _ij 1 





in search c^fthe best Jbie gras in the Dordogne^ gki^nping in 
yurts in the Four Shires, see for quite literaily niUes fnmi the 
Faringdon folly, or take off on }our traifels in a camper 

FAVOURITE V/ALKS 4* 58 

Peter Jones navigates to EpwelL 

SECRET LIVES 4* 60 

Brace yourselves.,. Maggie Chaplin 
is on the trail of the grass snake! 

GARDENS 4* 61 

Blooms and blossoms appear in 
the spring garden. 

COUNTRYMAN 4* 65 

George Fettemore rounds up the 
lambing season and tends the bees. 

BUZZY BUZZY BEES 4* 66 

It’s all about bees this month! 

CROWNS & BROOMS 4* 68 

They're in the fbwr JT/j/fX’s, but 
wdiat and wJiere are they? Maggie 
Chaplin talks about galls. 

FOOD & DRINK 4* 71 

Time to dust off the barbecue! 

BUSINESS 4* 77 
EDUCATION 4* 81 
MOTORING 4* 83 
THEATRE 4* 84 

Bruce Cox finds out 
wliat's on stage. 

LOOKING BACK 4* 86 
CIVIL WARS 4* 89 
MUSIC 4* 90 

David Jaques on the 
demise of record shops. 


RIGHT FTEb UNDERFOOT MAKES ALL THE DIFFERENCE 


RAY RftMOERSON CARPETS IS PROUD TC SPONSOR 


MOLLI NOTON RACECOURSE. 5.HAY Z0I4 


•Oxbdv/ 
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Four Shires 4* LETTERS & do© 





Dog was hatnng a gigglo with a. frien^i in 
Church Lane recently when he bumped 
into another old mate who works at a 
local auctioneers. 


He let on that in a consignment of arms 
and militaria from before the Second World 
Waty he had found a cooking apron hearing 
a fill sized image of Benito Mussolini! Dog 
tvonders how much of a ftnatic one wotdd 
have to he to sport a cooking apron with 
the famous dictator on itl 


TYRRELLS CRISPS 


DISAPPEARING 
BOURBONS 

Not being funny, 
bur what has 
happened to the size 
of the Bourbon 
biscuit? 

We're supposed to 
be emerging from 
times of austerity, 
bur I am sure that 
the Bourbon used 
to be far longer 

than illustrated here. The Malted Milk 
and the Nice biscuit^ as well as the ever 
popular Custard Cream were all pretty' 
much a uniform size and shape - the 
Bourbon always stood out as superior. 

It seems that the good old Bourbon has 
been subject to the guillotine! 




The article, written by Maggie 
Chaplin, featured tollhouses and 
turnpikes in the Four Shires. The lead picture for the story showed 
the octagonal toll house just outside Broughton near Banbury. Her 
grandfather, Christopher French used to live here. 


She wonders if any Four Shires readers have any more Information 
about Mr French... 


He lived in the house in the 40s and 50s, but had received the 
Military Medal for service during the First World War. During this 
time he served with either the Oxon and Bucks 
Light Infantry or the Royal Wiltshire 
Regiment (apparently they were 
amalgamated at some point). 


Mr French received the medal for 
manning a machine gun post under 
enemy action - receiving wounds to 
both his legs and his neck. He spent 
two years in hospital recovering from 
the wounds. 

If anyone has more information, Mrs 
Warburton would be eager to hear from, 
yoiij so please write in! 


JUMPING AYRESHIRE BULL (ABOVE] 


Many thanks to Mr Mike Goodall of Witney for 
getting in touch with the magazine. Mike 
recognises some of the faces in the April issue’s 
pictures from the past section. He definitely 

recognises Mr Harold James and the 
Oxford Down ram he is showing at 
—-x the Oxford Royal Show. The event 
w'as staged at what is now Oxford 
Airport, between Yarn ton and 
Woodstock to the north of Oxford. 


Mr Goodall also recognises the 
performing Ayrshire bull and 
rider. Whilst he cant remember 
the name of the 'jockey’^ he knows 
that the chap concerned was 
Scottish and that he used to 
charge a good price to appear at 
agricultural shows all over the 
country for a couple of seasons 
during the 60&1 


So:, he has the solution - heS 
going to drive around a local 
roundabout for an hour or so to 
make sure he doesnt miss the 


Dogs oldy old motor car is approaching its 
lOOyOOO mile birthday... Dog must have 
some sort of complex for the odometer 
currently reads 99y9&7, Dog 
desperately wants to see when 
the odofneter clicks over from 
99,999 to lOOyOOOy hut feds he 
might miss it. 


Many of our readers have pointed out 
the similarity between the picture in 
last month’s Fottr Shires. Pictures from 
the past section and the marketing 
material forTyrells crisps... pictured 
here. We have contacted Tyrells to see if 
they know any more about the picture 
- but no answers from them as yet. 


exact moment. 


TOLLHOUSES 

We are very grateful to Gwyneth 
Warburton of Woodstock for 
getting in touch with us 
regarding an article we ran in 
the March 2013 magazine. 


6 FOUR Shires ^ may 2014 











& GUY BARKER’S BIG BAND. H U DSO N T A Y L 0 R 


GABBY YOUNG & 
OTHER ANIMALS 


NESBinTHE SHIRES 

THE CRACKERS LiIbollL RUSTY SHACKLE ni|i|i'Ei>|i'rni:DrBD 

BEVEBEND PEITOB'SBIfi BAMNBANB JON ALLEN 

THE LOTTERY WINNERS THE DUALERS CHIPPING NCRION JAZZ BAND 

THE ABSOLUTE RADIO COMEDY EMPORIUM ^ 

JEREMY HARDY | MILES JDPP | Al MDRRAY i 

KIDS ZONE 

Circus SLills | Storflelling [ Junk Percussion | Magic Shows | MusicaJ Theatre Workshops | Moo Musk 
Face Fainting | Clay Sculpture | Withy Weayiug | Auitnaliou | Groovy Rerorils j Carnival Masks 
Snol The Dragon | Bhangra Tols | Bollywood Dance | Glatnk | Fnppel Shows 
Painting & Making | Garden Caines ! Interarlive Mnsical Installation and World Class Street Theatre > 

Fairground | Conriet Caterers | Festival Shops | Disro Shed | Amazing VIP and Clamping 

WWW,COKNBDBYMDSICrESTIVAL.COM 


COTSWOLC 


gREWBV 


ENSLAND’S MOST CIVILISED OATRERING 
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GRAFTON HUNT HELP 
FLOOD-AFFEaED FARMERS 

Thank you to Claire Bonner, Master of the Grafton Hunt 
and Northamptonshire farmer^ who organised a collection 
for the Royal Agricultural Benevolent Institution at a recent 
meet to support flood affected farmers in the South West of 
the country. 

A fantastic £1240 was raised which will help with emergency 
grant funding to farming families needing support with items 
such as food vouchers^ replacement white goods and heating 
oil, R.A.B.I. regional manager Milly Wastie commented that 
"It is thanks to the generosity oflikeminded individuals who 
recognise the despair that chose in the South West are 
currently facing, that R.A.B.I, is able to distribute grant 
funding and practical assistance. R.A.B.I. is farming's 
national charity and provides emergency, short term and 
long term support to farmers, farm workers and their family 
members and will continue its work long after the TV 
cameras have left the Somerset Levels\ 

Pictured is Mary Bemter (C/aires daughter) helping to gather 
in donations from Grafton Hunt members at the meet^ which 
took place at Wakefeid Lodge nr I^ottersbury. 

DEALER OF THE YEAR 

Firs Garage has taken the coveted 
"Dealer of the Year’ trophy at the 
Mitsubishi’s annual awards. 

Firs Garage of Hook Norton, beat 
more than 100 fellow Mitsubishi 
retailers from all over the LJK. 

Founded in I960, Firs Garage is a privately-owned concern 
that has gone from strength to strength and is rated a 
five-star dealer, which means 95-100% of customers would 
recommend it. 

At its attractive Four location, the dealership offers a 

purpose-built sales, servicing and accident repair centre as 
well as an extensive display of new and second-hand vehicles. 

One advantage of the company’s rural location is that 
customers are able to experience enjoyable test drives 
without traffic congestion! 

picture: Dean Wood, left. Dealer Principal at Firs Garage^ receives his 
trophy from Lance Bradley, Managing Director of Mitsubishi Motors 
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MARTIN BELL VISITS BANBURY 


Martin Bell, the award 
winning journalist and MP 
made a visit to Banbury last 
month to talk to the Rotary 
Club of Banbury Cherwell. 

Martin is a British UNICEF 
Ambassador, an icon of 
former BBC war reporting 
and Britain’s first independent 
MP for 50 years. 

Martin was the Member 
of Parliament for Tatton 
from 1997 to 2001. He has 
been a tireless campaigner for 
honesty and accountability' in 
politics. 


He has written a number of 
books including Tor Whom 
the Bell Tolls’, which includes 
poems and light verse about 
duplicitous politicians, our 
all-consuming media, the 
venality of celebrity culture 
and much more. The earliest 
poem was written when 
Martin was 19 and the most 
recent verses cover phone¬ 
hacking and the Arab Spring. 

Martin is pictured outside the 
Whately Hall Hotel with Tony 
Carmey^ Chairman of the 
Club^s Major Projects 
Committee. 


JASON DONOVAN 
TREADS THE BOARDS 

Jason Donovan is set to star 
in the UK tour Annie Get 
Yossr Gun, which begins this 
month and comes to both 
Oxford s New Theatre and 
later in the tour to the 
Ayl esbury Waterside Theatre. 


Having performed on the 
musical theatre stage across 
the globe, Jason Donovan has 
appeared in hit musicals 
including Priscilla Qtteen of 




the Desert, The Sound of 
Music, War of the Worlds and 
Joseph and The Amazing 
Technicoiour Dreamcoat. Now 
he will appear as Frank Butler 
in this Tony Aw^ard-winning 
version of the classic 
Broadw^ay smash hit. The 
show will also feature Emma 
Williams as Annie Oakley and 
Norman Pace as Buffalo Bill. 

Tickets are available from 
www.atgtickets.oom priced 
from £ 19.50 to £42.50 
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Following this, Helen 
began training in 
musical theatre which 
she has since embarked 
on a flourishing career 
within. 

Sue went to New York 
for Christmas taking a 
copy of the Four Shires 
magazine and some 
greeting cards of my 
original ‘^Sitting 
Ballerina’^ painting 
with her to show 
Helen. I have since 
contacted Helen and 
was thrilled to tell her 
how the final piece of 
this puzzle is now 
complete with the 
knowledge that she w^as the young lady who 
inspired me to do the “Sitting Ballerina^' 
painting. Helen is hoping to see the original 
painting when she next visits Banbury from 
across the pond. 




WIN TWO TICKETS TO 

THE CORNBURY MUSIC FESTIVAL 


Four Shires 4* around the shires 


SITTING BALLERINA 


In the December issue of Four Shires we 
featured a painting by Gilbert Csecs in our 
‘Artery^ section r Gilbert^ an artist from 
Banbury specialises in the human form and 
his interest in this led to him painting ballet 
dancers (his unfe^ Alison was a ballet teacher). 
One of the pictures we featured m the 
magazine was unfinished and he had always 
wondered how the picture would be finished. 


Here^ Gilbert picks up the story... 

‘Sitting Ballerina^ - Who is the young lady in 
this painting I 


BUHERFLY HOUSE 
RE-OPENS 

Blenheim Palace^s Butterfly 
House has re-opened its doors 
to visitors following a 
f lOOjOOO renovation pro|ect. 


A group of youngsters helped 
release dozens of exotic 
butterfly species from 
Malaysia, Thailand, and die 
Philippines into the new house. 


As well as creating an entirely 
new structure to house the 
collection, the renovation 
programme has also increased 
the overall size of the 
butterfy area, and doubled 
the size of the w^ater feature. 

There is also a whole new 
hatchery area where visitors can 
see the pupae develop within 
their chrysalises before being 
released in to the main area. 

Garden staff have also been 
hard at work planting a wide 
variety of nectar-rich flowers 
including marguerite, black 
eyed Susan^s, hydrangea and 
hibiscus. There are also sugar 
bowls and fruit from which 
the butterflies can feed. 

Head of Gardens, Hilary 
Wood, said: “Its an amazing 
siglit to see tlie house hlJed 
with exotic butterflies once 
again and weVe expecting 
many more to hatch out over 
the coming days.^* 


I w'as so deliglited with the article in the 
December issue of Four Shires magazine 
featuring my return to painting. In the 80*s I 
was given permission to use a photograph 
for this painting which was not completed 
until 2012, You can see that for 24 years the 
picture looked like a Victorian sepia picture. 

Imagine my surprise when Barry from the 
Artery passed on a mobile number with a 
request to ring a lady about the article - ail 
very exciting and mysterious! The lady on 
the other end of the mobile phone was Sue 
Anker, who had returned to Banbury*' for 
one weekend, opened the magazine and 
instantly recognised her daughter from my 
“Sitting Ballerina" painting, 

I had always wondered who the beautiful 
young lady in the photo was. Sue came to my 
home to see the original painting and brought 
along a large framed picture of her daugliter 
that was made in 1988. Sue was able to tell 
me that it was her daughter Helen Anker who 
had inspired me to do the painting. 

Helen is currently living and working in 
New York - she originally trained at The 
Roy'al Ballet School and went on to pursue a 
career on stage and in film on both small 
and big screens. I have now found out that 
the photo had been taken as a wish by her 
parents. Sue and Graham, to mark the end 
of her five years of training at The Royal 
Ballet School in London at age 16. 


This summer marks the 11th year of the 
Cornbury Music Festival, taking place from 
Friday 4th July to Sunday 6th July at the 
beautiful Great Tew Estate. 


We have two tickets to give away. To enter 
the draw all you need to do is answer this 
question: Name three X Factor finalists to 
appear on the Cornbury stage. Send your 
replies to copyt^fourshires.co.uk by 14th 
May. The draw will take place on 15th May. 
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GODSWKIJ, MARK 



Godswell Park is a state of the art 
45-bed luxury care home, providing 
the highest quality residential and 
nursing care, with single en-suite 
rooms enjoying extensive views 



Let's be frank. 

The way that many elderly people in 
care are treated in this country has 
become something of a niational scandal 
and disgrace. Unremitting bad news and 
publicity in the newspapers and on 
teievision. What a problem it can be 
getting old! 

It doesn't have to be like that 

A last resort or a "first choice? 

For some, the idea of moving into a 
care home is full of worrying feefinga. The 
loss of independence, the moving away 
from familiar surroundings, perhaps the 
concern of losing contact with friends and 
family may combine to create a fear of 
taking a step into the unknown. 

It doesn't have to be like that 

Some people still think of care homes 
in a very stereotypical way; old buildings, 
inadequate facilities, loss of dignity and 
staff who don't have time to give the care 
end attention that residents need and 
deserve. 

It doesn't have to be like that. 

Godswell Park \s not like that 

Our spacious, purpose-built 
environment, central yet rural location and, 
most importantly, 24 hour attention from 
qualified nursing and care staff assure you 
of the best possible expense nee. At 
Godswell Park your stay wilt be like visiting 
a plush hotel, with as much or as little 
involvement from our staff as you wish. We 
provide the discreet end sensitive support, 
security and respect that is everyone's 
light, should the time come to move to a 
care environmenL 



Each of our staff members 15 
dedicated to enhancing the quality of 
life of our residents, whether it be 
providing the nursing and personal care 
that is Individually tailored to each 
resident's needs, ensuring the building 
is kept spotlessly clean, offering a 
spectacular menu at mealtimes or 
maintaining our 6 acres of grounds so 
that residents can enpy a walk in the 
sunshine or a chat with friends in the 
shade of a tree. You may vvish to use our 


Godsw'ell Park is centrally situated in 
the North Oxfordshire village of 
Bioxham with excellent road and rail 
connections, being just three miles from 
Banbury and ten minutes from Junction 
11 of the M40 motorway. Oxford, 
Stratford, Warwick and Leamingrt;on Spa are 
all v^thin easy reach. The luxury care home 
was purpose-built and opened in January 
2011 with 45 bedrooms overlooking the 
beautiful grounds. 

The bedreoms are all substantially larger 
than average and range from very 
comfortable single rooms to luxurious suites. 


All our meals are freshly cooked to 
order by our team of chefs and are served 
either in our dining room or by tray 
service to residents' bedrooms. 

Our coffee lounge is open all day for light 
refreshments or perhsps a complimentary 
glass of sherry before lunch. 

Our lounges enjoy spectacular views over 
the surrounding countryside or our pond 
where there is a viewing platform to watch 
the comings and goings of our goldfish. 

With a multitude of activities going 
on, including outdoor eventSp musical 
afternoons or a trip to a Cotswold village 
in our own minibus, or merely a trip to 
the shops or the library, there's as much 
or as little as you wish to do. 

Should the weather turn rainy then our 
large in-house cinema shows a variety of 
films each week whilst our Sun Therapy 
Room (the first In a care home In the UK) 
will enable residents to enjoy a spell of 
sunlight on our own private beach. 



We have nursing staff on duty at all 
times to ensure peace of mind should 
any medical problem arise. All care staff 
undergo intensive training in personal 
care and many have attained advanced 
qualifications and go on to train in 
specialist areas of interest such as stroke 
or diabetes. 


Godswell Park, Church Street Bioxham, Oxfordshire, 0X15 4ES 

























www.godswellpark.co.uk | info@godswellpark.co.uk | 01295 724000 


Everyone at Godswell Park is an 
individual and we work to ensure that 
each resident's wishes are paramount 
GodsweSI Park is run for the residents' 
beneftt and not our convenience, We 
promote the independence and dignity 
of all our residents and encourage and 
support them to make the choices that 
enable them to continue to five life as 
they would wish to. 

If you require any/ further information, 
you are welcome to visit at any time and 
talk to our residents and staff. Better 
than any, they can tell you what life is 
like at Godswelt Park - a new beginning! 

For further infoimatiorir to request a 
brochure or to arrange for a visit please 
contact us on 01295 724000 or by e- 
mail to infio@godswellpark.co.uk. Our 
website wvyw.godswellparkco.uk 
contains additional infonnatiori which 

you may find useful. 


If you haven't visited a care home 
recently, this may allsound too 
good to be true. But don't take 
our word for it, the foliowing are 
some comments from residents 
that have been made since we 
have opened: 

"I enjoyed my stay with you very 
much and was thaoughly spoilt. 

I thought the helpers were brilliant- 
they seemed to know what one 
wanted before one knew oneself!" 

"I am so glad to be here - so well 
looked after and too well fed !" 

"Thank you so much for all that you 
have done, and do. You truly are a 
wonderful team,'" 

"All of the staff are delightful. Mum 
is very well cared for/' 

"The home is wonderful. I can't tfiirik 
of anything I would like to change "" 

"It is always a pleasure to visit 
Mother. Thank you for nnaktng us all 
feef very v^lcome." 

"Everything is so good end superior 
to any other care horne I heve visited." 

"We would like to thank everyorue 
for the care, attention and professional 
excellence at Godsxivell Park." 

"What a wonderftil home -1 can't 

belie\.'e how happy everyone is" 

"I have always been a fussy eater but 
I am amazed at how the catering team 
have encouraged nne to try some 
wonderful new dishes. The food here is 
excellent.'" 

"It is a pleasure to wake in the 
morning to be greeted by everyone 
with smites, and any bad dreanns I have 
had are all soon forgotten/' 


We are proud to care for people who 
require personal or nursing care, either 
on a permanent or short-term basis. 

We also welcome residents who need 
post-hospital convalescence, respite 
care or who may just want to spend a 
short time with us being treated to some 
relaxation and recuperation. 


Our team of chefs prepare mouth¬ 
watering menus that ester for all diets 
and nutritronal requirements and 
particular attention Is given to obtaining 
the freshest ingredients from local 
suppliers wherever possible. 

Our hotel services staff ensure that all 
areas of the care home are kept 
spotlessly clean, that residents' laundry 
IS returned carefully cared for and that 
the landscaped grounds are accessible 
to all. 

The financial aspects of moving to a 
care home can be vety confusing and 
many people may be unclear as to their 
entitlements and what they are 
expected to contribute themselves. 

We can help take away the mystery and 
explain clearly what the current 
regulations are and how they relate to 
our fees and charges. 
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SHOTGUN LOVE 
SONGS 

Nickolas Baker 


lam half way through 
Shotgun Love Songs by 
Nickolas Baker and would 
Jove to be reading it right 
now but I am at work and 
the pleasure will have to ^ 
wait. It is such a pleasure 
though, a 

straightforward story 
about friends and the 
different paths they 
take in life, the 
chances they missed 
and those they 
snapped up. When 
these stories are 
done well you just 
have to keep C 

reading. This book is 
narrated in turn by four men and t 
one woman who explain the changing V,. 
dynamic within their group, altered 
by ambition, marriage, divorce and V 
love. Beautiful writing, heart stopping t 
in places. Only recently published and 
therefore in hardback at £l2.99. 


A WOMAN'S SHED 

Gill Hertz 

A W'omans Shed by 
Gill Hei'iz at first 
evinced in me a silent 
^tut\ As if a woman’s 
shed is or needs to be 
any different from a 
man’s shed. On closer 
inspection though 
it is clear that all the sheds pictured are 
definitely for women and are infinitely 
superior to rhe male variety. Not only that 
they are all ideal places to curl up with a 
good book. This is escapism of the virtual 
and the actual kind. Lots of ideas and 
images of rhe perfect hideaway. £19/99 

DREAMS OF 
THE GOOD 
LIFE 

Richard Mahey 

Dreams of tire Good 
Life by Richard Mabey 
is a biography of Flora 
Thompson and how she created Lark Rise 
to Candleford. In this highly acclaimed 
book Mabey contrasts the riiial idyll that 
Thojnpson writes about with her ambition 
to lead a different and more successful life as 
a professional writer. £16.99 


Fn/ 




BOOKS for your 




[he 




BOOKSHELVES 


DEAREST JANE; 

MY FATHER'S LIFE 
AND LETTERS 

Jane Torday and 
Roger Mortimer 

Dearest Jane; My Father’s Life 
and Letters by Jane Torday and 
Roger Mortimer is a slightly 
expanded variation on a rheme 
following on from Dear Lupin and 
Dear Lumpy, Jane Torday’s brother 
and sister’s selection of the letters 
tr loving and exasperated father 
sent them from childhood to 
adulthood. In this book Jane 
Torday reproduces her own 

letters from her father but also gives us more information 
about Roger Mortimer’s life and that of her mother, 
accompanied by photographs and anecdotes. Affectionate 
and highly amusing. £14.99 


hr 


ljtewfr*:lui 


Fra 


k« 




r< 


l.JFE AND 
LETTERS 


DO NO HARM 

Henry Marsh 


increaset 


^ i 1 ji Do No Harm, brain surgeon Henry Marsh 
^ ? describes the reality of his working life, how it feels to 

be cutting into the human brain, often in high stress 
situations where the outcome is not certain. This 
book may dispel the idea that surgeons are cool, 
remote and sanguine. The sometimes brutal truth 
along with the moving triumphs makes for a gripping read and 
admiration for the surgeon’s skill. £16.99 


J ; 
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LAST FRIENDS 

Jane Gardam 

Jane Gardam has written 
Last Friends, the final 
book in the Old Filth 
trilogy ^nd in it she 
picks up the story of 
Terence Veneering, 

Eddie Feather’s great 
rival in work and of 
course, in love. Hilary 
Mantel considers Jane Gardam to be one of 
our finest writers. She’s right. £S.99 

Load up your 
bookshelves with this 
wonderfully enticing 
selection chosen by 
Christine Bridger of 
Old Hall Bookshop 


THE WORLD CUP 

The World Cup is nearly upon us and here 
are two titles, both called The Story of the 
World Cup. 

One of them, by 
Richard Brassey is 
2 book for young 
fans, up to about 
12 years old, full of 
interesting facts about the matches and the 
players. £4.99 

The book of the same title by Brian 
Glanvilte and sub titled The Essential 
Companion to Brazil 2014 is clearly a far 
more comprehensive 
volume, starting with the 
championship in Uruguay 
in 1930 it gives detail and 
statistics and photographs 
for every World Cup since 
then. A book for devotees. 

£14.99 
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BANBURY IN THE MILITARY LIMELIGHT 


anbury is to become a vital link in 
the country^ defence system with 
an itihux of reserve soldiers. 
Currently operating in 
Lincolnshire^ Warwickshire, 
Buckinghamshire and across Oxfordshire, 
they are ready to swell the number of 
military personnel based in Banbury. 

Around 50 are expected to relocate to 
the town^s Territorial Army base in 
Oxford Road to join the 12 TA soldiers 
currently based in Banbury. 

The merger was marked by a full-scale 
military parade last month. 

Restructuring under the Vtrmy 2020^ 
programme has put Banbury into the 
military limelight. 

The Banbury scheme is one of the 
programmers most complex transition 
projects and is being hailed by defence 
sources as a beacon for others to follow. 
Under the scheme, the towns 
Territorial Army Royal Signals Corps 
will disband and be replaced by a 
logistics unit. 

After a service of dedication at St 
Mary's Church the parade moved to 
People's Park where town mayor 


Nicholas Turner, MP Sir Tony Baldry, 
military and civic dignitaries, and the 
people of Banbury received the salute. 
The parade went along Horsefair, past 
the Cross, and down High Street 
before dismissing in Broad Street. 


The Royal Corps of Signals Bag was 
lowered for the last time and replaced 
by the flag of the Royal Logistic Corps 


Officer commanding the new unit, 
Major Jeremy Burnan, a veteran of 
Iraq and Afghanistan, said: “Already 
the people and civic authorities of 
Banbury have shown tremendous 
excitement and warmth tow^ards the 
changes. We are honoured to have been 
granted the unique affiliation to the 
Queen's Own Oxfordshire Hussars and 
through that we already feel part of the 
county community.” 

142 Squadron is the Army’s only unit, 
regular or reserv^e, dedicated to vehicle 
supply and delivery. Its soldiers can 
rightly boast that they drive everything 
from motorcycles to Challenger 2 tanks, 
and all have qualifled in this impressive 
and sought-after capability through 
membership of the Army Reserve. 
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LOVE, HEARTACHE AND 
DANCING 


State Ahisic Roofn^ Arts at Stoufe 
7th May, 7pm 

An evening of tango and 
tissu.es, Simon Dears ley 
(piano) and Philippa Dearsley 
(soprano) explore French and 
Spanish songs focusing on 
'Love, Heartache and 
Dancing", with a special focus 
on the composers Faure, 
DuparCj Ginastera & Piazzolla. 

WWW. St owe .co.uk/ news- a n d - 
events/ arts-at-srow^e/even ts 



CHRIS ALLARD BAND 


Spin Jazz Chtb, Oxford 
8th May 830pm 

One of the most exciting 
guitar players on the scene, 



The Mill, Banbury 
9th May^ 730pm 

An uplifting 
celebration of the best 
of musical theatre by 
Clearer Productions ^ 
one of the country s 
newest, brightest 
production companies. 


Chris Allard conies wdth an all 
star group to the club that 
features Brandon Allen 
(saxes), Ross Stanley (keys)j 
Oli Hayhurst (bass) and Nick 
Smalley (drums). With a new 
album out last year,. 'Jupiter 
Island’, the group have 
performed throughout Europe 
from Ronnie Scofts, London 
to Maison Musique in Turin. 


Tickets £12 
w w s p i n j a z.z.. n et 

BROADWAY AND 
BEYOND 


PAUL HOLLYWOOD LIVE AT OXFORD 


Paul Hollywoodj star of the Great British Bake Off TV 
series, will take to the stage at the New Theatre Oxford 
on May 9th, (8T5pm) for an evening of baking, comedy 
and fun, when he will demonstrate recipes, reveal some 
of the secrets of being a TV chef and take the audience 
on a journey through his life in baking. 

Audience members will get a real insight into Pauls life 
and career which has seen him become a household 
name. From the story of how his father persuaded him to 
ditch his path as a trained sculptor 

and join the family baking business; _ , 

through tales of his time as head 
baker at some of the world s most 
exclusive hotels, which then led to ,, 
him becoming one of the country s 
finest artisan bakers; to anecdotes 
from his time filming The Great ■ ; i 
British Bake Off. • 

Paul will demonstrate up to four of M. 

his favourite recipes during the 33 :^-f 

show and four lucky audience * 1,1 

members, chosen at random, will be 

invited to take part in one baking 

challenge with the chance to be 

dubbed "star baker* of the evening. 

Audience members wtU also he given the opportunity to 
put their oivn questions to Paul in an open Q&A session. 
Tickets are on sale now at £29.50 and available from 
www.atgtickets.com/oxford or by calling 0844 871 3020. 


A thrilling mix of live 
mu.sic, movemenr and 
wit is performed by 
eight versatile West End 
professionals who deliver a 
stunning performance that 
leave.s you w^aniing more,.. 

Tickets £15 

WWW. i li eni i 11 ar ts cen tre .co.uk 
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MAY MORRIS 

(Datfghter of William Morris - 
Arts Crafis Movement) 

Middleton Cheney Library 
10th Mayy 230pm 

Nicola Jarvis,, artist and 
embroiderer, gives an 
illustrated talk about May 
Morris, who has inspired her 
own work. Nicola is a member 
of the Embroiderers Guild. 

Adults £8, children £4, wdth 
tea and cakes. 


WWW', m id d le to iiche ney. o rg 



THE PLAY THAT GOES 
WRONG 


Royal dr L}erfigatc 
12 th-17th May 

Fawlty Towers meets Noises 
Off in this new, smash hit 
West End comedy. 

W'hen the Corn ley Polytechnic 
Drama Society attempt to 
stage a 1920s murder mystery, 
everything that could possibly 
go wrong does. 

This brilliant, laugh-out-loud 
comedy, performed by 
Mischief Theatre Company, 
has enjoyed tw'o successful 
runs in the West End and was 
the sell-out hit of the 2013 
Edinburgh Festival. The Plav 

^ j 

That Goes Wrong is 
guaranteed to leave you aching 
with laughter!. 

w'ww. r oyal a nd de r n gat e . co. ie k 

JEREMY YOUNG - 
BENYOUNES STRING 
QUARTET 

Ugland Auditorium 
Arts at Stowe 
14th Alay 7pm 

Jeremy Young plays Mozart’s 
unusually named Concerto 
K449 in E flat major and 
Ravel’s Adagio - a new' 
arrangement for string quarter 
and piano. This London born 
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THE BLOXHAM 
FESTIVAL OF FAITH 
AND LITERATURE 

Fes rival 2014: War anJ 
Peacef from Friday 30 th 
May ro Sunday 1st June 

Building on rhe success 
of Iasi year's festival the 
2014 festival offers^^^ 
a programme 
bullr around the 
theme of ^War 
and Peace'with a 
fascinating line 
up of speakers 
and performers. 




The festival is 

set in the beautiful grounds of Bloxham School (the 
children will be on holiday!) on the edge of the Cotswolds. 

Organisers are delighted to announce that Poet Laureate 
Ca ro 1 Ann Duffj.' will be appearing this year. 


%vw^. bloxhamfalrhandliterature.co.uk 


pianist has gained a reputation 
as one of the UK's most 
respected and versatile 
musicians. He has partnered 
many of the world's most 
distinguished musicians. 

WWW. s to we. CO. u h/ n e ws- a nd - 
events/arts-at-stowe/ events 

JAZZ & BLUES AT THE BRAD 

The Charles Bradiat/gh, 

/^Northampton 

14th May, 8pm 

A mid week treat for 
Northampton music lovers... 
'Jazz & Blues at the Brad' 

- v^here the music is 
guaranteed not to make yours 
ears bleed! Authentic sounds,, 
friendly faces and a w^arm 
atmosphere. Get your roes 
tapping and hips swinging at 
this exciting mid w'eek shindig! 

w w WM i c ha r d s o n se V e n ts. CO m 

WILLIAM SHAKESPEARPS 
TWELFTH NIGHT 

Banbury Cross FHayers 
at The Mill, Banbury 
14th-17th Mayy 7 . 45p m 

Orsino loves Olivia w^ho loves 
Cesario who loves Orsino. 
Maria loves Toby. Toby loves 
the drink. Feste loves a song. 
And Malvolio? WelL he just 
loves himself 

The classic comedy of love 


and confusion in rhe land of 
Illyria aw^ash wirh “witty 
fools” and “foolish wit". 
Original Music by Philip Fine 

Please note - no admittance 
after curtain up until Interval. 

Tickets £9 

w'ww.themiliartscentre.co.uk 

WITNEY FESTIVAL OF 
FOOD AND DRINK 

St Marys Church:, Witney 
17th Mttyy 9.30am-5pm 

60 stalls, cookery 

r 

demonstrations^ talks, 
children’s activity tent, 
entertainmentj all day 
refreshments. Admission £2, 
under 12s are free. 

Call 01993 703070 

RUGBY BIKE FEST 

Rugby Town Centre 
ISth May, I0.30am-5pm 

Rugby tow'n centre whJl echo 
ro the sound of motorbikes 
and music as the first 'Rugby 
Bike Fest’ rides into towm! 

Organised by local 
motorcycle groups, clubs and 
organisation, the event ’will 
rake place in Marker Place 
and High Street and is 
suitable for all ages. 

For more information email 
Chris Stanley: info@ucltd.co.uk 



Legal Services For You 


Our friendly, client focused solicitors can help and guide 
you when you have difficult or complex 
decisions to make in life 

Wills & Probate, Lasting Power of Attorney, 

Personal Tax 

Family Law & Mediation 

Residential Property, Landlord & Tenant Law 

spratt endicott 

SOLICITORS 

52-54 The Green, South Bar Street, Banbury, 0X16 9AB 

01295 204000 

www.se-law.co.uk 

enquiries@se-law.co.uk 



The UK's Favourift St 


vIrtu 

lii. e e p s a k 


It’s who you are 




W A r E R M A N S 

(h L M J k H S 

50 Parsons Street Banbury OX165NB 
01295 269210 

info@waterma!Tsgodsmiths co uk 
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KATHARINE HOUSE HOSPICE 
MtDNIGHT WALK 


Katharine House Hospice is 

world 


> ^ I attempting to set a 

record for the longest conga at 
midnight at their 8th Midnight Walk on Saturdays l4th 
June. The walk has raised over £600^000 since it began. 

It will begin with a conga out of the driveway from the 
Banbury Cricket Club. The conga is part of a brand new 
‘'carnival” theme where participants will be able to shake 
maracas and enjoy carnival music while raising vital 
funds for hospice care* 

Dig out the leg warmers, the tutus, wigs and hot pants 
- the brighter colours the better! Whether you walk with 
family, friends or in a team with colleagues from work, 
the 10 miles will flash by with the great camaraderie and 
fun atmosphere* 

Visit www*khh*org*uk or call 01295 812161 for a 
registration form* Closing date 28 May* 


BANK HOLIDAY MONDAY OPEN GOLF DAY 



Rye Hill Golf Club in Milcombe, near Banbury, is inviting 
members of the public to come and enjoy a round of golf at 
the club for free. The event will last all day and there will be 
additional activities going on. 

Equipment can be rented from 
the pro shop for £7*50 
for a half set of clubs, and the 
^ pro shop will be open for 

anything you want to buy. 


There are limited tee times, so 
call 01295 721818 to book in 
advance, or visit the website at 
WWW. ryehill.co. uk/ open-day 



DEALER^S CHOICE 

Roy^i and Dcrngate 

23rd May - 14th June, 7AS pm 

Famtly, friendshtp and honour 
are rested in Patrick Marbei's 
billliantly funny story of male 
caniaradene and obsession, set 
in the gritty world of amateur 
poker. 


Tickets from £10 

WWW. f oy a la n d d e rnga te.co.uk 



HARD LABOUR 


Oxford Castle Unlocked 
24th May - lit June 

Become a Victorian prisoner 
for the day to try out the 
traditional hard labour 
punishments - tread wheel 
exercise or the shot drill, sir?] 

Oakum picking, the capstan 
wheel and the crank round off 
the delights of hard labour 
punishments as visitors 
experience the prison regime 
of centuries past. 

Adult: £9 95, Child: £6.95, 
Concessions: £7-95, Family (2 
adulrs, 2 children): £29.95 

Call 01865 260666 or visit 
\%iww. ox fo rdcast leu n loc ked. co. uk 


FROM PARISH FUGITIVE TO 
LORD OF THE MANOR 

Middleton Cheney Library 
29th Mayy 730pm 

Nancy Long, village Historian, 
explores the history of the 
Florton Family, in this 
illustrated talk. 

Adults £5, Children £2, 
Including wine & soft drinks. 


mv w. m id d le to nche ney. o rg 



NIGEL KENNEDY AND 
OXFORD PHILOMUSiCA 


Aylesbury Waterside Theatre 
30th May'y 730pm 

Brahms Symphony No. 3 in F 
major Op. 90 and Beethoven 
Violin Concerto in D major 
Op. 61 

Nigel Kennedy, the world's 
best-selling classical violinist, 
performs with the Oxford 
Philomusica Orchestra, 
delivering musical fireworks as 
he takes to the stage for 
Beethovens sparkling V’^iolin 
Concerto. The Philomusica 
will open the concert with 
Brahms's Third Symphony, a 
work composed in a flash of 
inspiration. 

Tickets from £16.90 
WWW. a tg 11 ckets. CO m 



It's the season of 
blossom and bulbs! 


Create the garden of your Dd Lbl Uf 
dreams with Batsford GARDEN CENTRE 
Garden Centre - a piantsman's paradise. 

• Seasonal beddingr vegetable and herb plants 

• Herbaceous perennials, shrubs and conifers 

• David Austin roses and climbers 

• Fruit & ornamental trees, ferns & large specimen plants 

• Gardening sundries for the allotment 8e garden 

• Helpfub knowledgable staff 

• Open every day from 9^00am to SrOOpm - put a spring in 
your step with the new season at Satsford Garden Centre 

Batsford Arboretum & Garden Centre, Batsford, Moreton-in-Marsh, Gloucestershire GL56 9AB. Tel 01386 701441. 

E: arboretum@batsfordfoundation.co.uk. www.batsarb.co.uk " f ; 


Wander through 
blossom and our 
beautiful wildflowers; 
browse gorgeous gifts 
and enjoy home baked 
breakfasts, lunches and 
afternoon teas in the 
Garden Terrace Cafe. 
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Early and Late May Bank Holidays 
5th and 26th May 

Batsford is bursting at the seams wirh wonderful plants as 
well as everything you need for the gardening and 
allotmenteei’ing year ahead. Wander through the spring 
green arboretum, soak up the early sunshine and en|oy the 
sights of the blossom and bulbs, then indulge in a home 
baked lunch or afternoon tea. 

Tai Chi for all 
5th May, 2-3pm 

Join tutor and author Neil Hall for a free taster session 
under the tree canopy at Batsford Arboreruni. A great 
chance to find out about this gentle, effective form of 
exercise which is great for de-stressing and suitable for all 
ages and abilities. Places are limited so call us on 013S6 
701441 to reserve your space. Children must be 
accompanied by an adult/parent and please make sure you 
wear loose-fitting clothing and light shoes. 

Davidia Delights 
17th May to 1st June 

Prepare to be amazed by what's widely regarded as one of 
the country’s oldest and finest Davidia Trees, completely 
covered in thousands of white hand kerchief-like bracts 
which give this amazing tree its common name of the 
Pocket Handkerchief Tree. 

Litfing Rivers Day 
26th May, I lam to 3pm 

Rivers provide a vital life source for local wildlife but are 
increasingly under threat of pollution. At Batsford^s Living 
Rivers Day you can find out more about these important 
natural resources in a fun and friendly way. 

For more information visit www.batsarb.co.uk 


tm- 








One less thing to 
worry about! 

Trust Ellacotts to provide you with a range of tailored 
services, knowledgeable expertise and strategic ideas to 
help you and your business thrive. 


For a free initial consultation 

Tel: 01295 250401 
Email: Tnail@ellacotts.co.uk 



Charjiirf 9 ^ n. 






Visit Whichford Pottery 

Our Courtyard Garden is full of colour and 
inspirational spring plantings. Choose from our wide 
range of handmade frostproof flowerpots, tour the 
workshop, and shop for gifts in The Octagon Gallery. 
Our new straw bale cafe Phe Straw Kitchen 
will be open from Saturday 3^ May. 

Special garden events & w^orkshops - see website for details 

FREE Pelargonium 
Pot worth £20 

Handmade at Whichford, 
this nev^^ design is free when 
you spend £48 or more on 
flowerpots when visiting the 
Pottery, buying online or 
ordering by phone. 

19cni high x 21cm wide. 

Offer ends 31/05/14. T&Cs Apply, 


Pelarg 


:omum 


Whichford Pottery, Whichford, Nr, Shipston-on-Stour, 
H Warwickshire, CV36 SPG. Teh 01608 684416 
m f WWW,whichfordpottery.com 
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THE ARTY BIT 


This nionrh is an ideal time to travel the Four Shires 
and admire, appreciate and even purchase local art. 
Follow the Artweeks signs and visit artists in their 
studios or gall eries and you will be surprised how 
vast and varied is the local creative talent. 

In this country, art exhibitions are, as part of the 
grand scheme of things^ relatively new. In fact, the 
first exhibition was around 1740. How did it come 
about? In 1740, William Hogarth painted a portrait 
of his close friend Captain Coi am, who established 
the Foundling Hospital in London. The portrait was 
then presented to the hospital as a good gesture 
between friends. Hogarth then persuaded a number 
of leading Brirlsh painters to present their own 
pictures to the hospital which were then hung in 
rooms for the public to see. 

It soon became the fashion for people to visit the 
hospital to see the pictures. Obviously, the artists 
donating these paintings did it for two reasons: it 
made them look benevolent, but also, they knew it 
would increase the number of people able to see 
their work and hopefully buy and commission 
more. This new way of showing paintings and 
sculpture to the general public showed grear 
initiative and proved successful. 

There was so much Interest shown In this semi¬ 
public exhibition, that it was decided to hold a 
much larger one, fully open to the public. It was a 
great success. 

There were two more exhibitions held the following 
year - the idea was catching on! 




THE ARTERY 

Parsons Street^ Banhury 

Free 45 minute Art 
Demonstration on Saturday 
24lh May at 1 lam. Regular 
weekday watercolour 
workshops including 
^Bluebell Study', "Fiarbour 
Village at Dusk^, ^Slokesay 
Castle^ and 'Painting a 
Portrait', and in our acrylic 
classes, "Uflon Windmill' and 
'Paint Rain and Puddles'. 

We also have a Saturday 
workshop on 31st May: 
'Calligraphy for Beginners'. 

Call 01295 2751 50 to book 
your place or for more 
information visit 
www.thearteryonline.co.uk 
to see all our workshops. 


HILLIER GARDEN CENTRE 
BANBURY 

Watercolour Class on Sunday llth 

f 

May in their Cafe Haiel area. The 
rheme is 'Sunset over the Sea\ Spaces 
are limited so please call 01295 
275150 to book. The workshop is 
aimed at beginners and runs from 
10:30am-1pm and costs £10. 

FARTHINGHOE ART GROUP 

Double exhibition - their work will 
be on display and for sale at Butler's 
Pantry in Middleton Cheney High 
Street from 8th-2Sth May and also in 
Middleton Cheney library lOth-lSth 
May during Artweeks {site no. 232) 

OXFORDSHIRE ARTWEEKS 

The whole county will be creative 
this month and the area is split in to 
the usual three weeks: 3rd-llth May 
South Oxfordshire, lOth-lSth May 
North Oxfordshire and 17th-26rh 
May Oxford City. 

Visit WWW, a It wee ks.org for more 
information about Artweeks and to 
see a location map. 


MIDDLETON CHENEY 
ART GROUP 

Annual art exhibition at Limes Farm 
Teashop, Farthinghoe from Thursday 
1 st May to Sunday 1st June. The 
exhibition will be open from 9am to 
5 pm Monday to Saturday and 10am 
to 5pni on Sundays. The group, who 
are all amateurs, meet once a week on 
a Tuesday morning for three hours 
for painting, and drawing. 



CHILDREN'S ART CLASSES 

Classes are being held at the Mill 
Arts Centre, Banbury every Saturday, 
1 lam-12noon, for children aged 
8 -11. £7 per class. All materials are 
provided. Pre-booking is essential. 


BANBURY & DISTRICT 
ART SOCIETY 

Talk and demonstration by Geoff 
Thorpe on 'Landscape in Oils with a 
knife’ in Cafe Hazel in Hillier’s 
Garden Centre, Banbury on 
Thursday 1st May. Visitors most 
welcome. £3 on the door to non- 
members. Parking is available at the 
garden centre. The art society is open 
to professional artists, dabblers, and 
those that just appreciate art. 

Open Art Exhibition at The Mill 
Arts Centre, Banbury, with the 
theme of'Banburyscapes’and runs 
until 31st May. 

LIFE DRAWING CLASSES 
THE MILL, BANBURY 

A one day course of structured 
tuition based around themes and 
artists. Suitable for all levels. All 
materials and model fees and are 
included. Short morning session and 
longer afternoon session, 10.30am- 
4pni on Saturday 24th May. £35 

Visit WWW. them i I La r rs ce o tre, co.uk 
or call 01295 279002 
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Call Heather on 07S15 778962 
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artsurgery 



HOW DO YOU FIND 
YOUR THINO IN ART? 

When starting out in art^ how do you hud 
your niche? How do you know what 
subject or medium you will be known for in 
the art world if you get famous? This may 
take yearSj although it will be a wonderful 
journey of discovery along the way! 

My advice is to visit as many exhibitions as 
you can. As well as going to traditional 
exhibitions and museums or more 
contemporary exhibitions in galleries, go to 
modern art show and art fairs. Even if vou 

d* 

don’t think you will like it, rry it. This way 
your mind will be open to many 
possibilities and in time, you may find a 
certain stjde or subject that you like and you 
can beg lit to emulate in your own art work. 



abotie: Tiger, in umtcrcolotir I 

right: Tiget\ in acrylics B 



My father, a traditional Black Country man 
always used to say he hated lasagne, when 
the fact was that he had never even tried ir. 

I am sure that he would have enjoyed it had 
he plucked up the courage to try something 
new and different. The same goes for art - 
the term 'art’ is now so broad and varied 
that it encompasses everything you can 
imagine from paints to pots or from 
watercolour ro wire sculpture. 

I often hear the phrase "I can’r do... 
porrrairs/animals/landscapes”, but this is 
usually not quite true.., What is meant is 
that they tried something once or twice 
and they didn’t feel they were as good as 
they should be. The brain always rhinks it 
can do wonders straight away. Many 
students feel discouraged at their first art 
class if their painting isn’t as good as their 
tutors and thankfully most do not give up 
so quickly. Art, as well as being an 
enjoyable pastime, is also a discipline and a 
craft which takes many years to hone. All 
things take practice so try to do as much as 
you can when you can. 

Also, if you have tried painting a certain 
subject in one medium and it hasn’t worked 
as well as you thought, it doesn’t mean that 
you can’t do it all. Why not try the same 


subject in a different medium. There is so 
much ro choose from - wacercolour, acrj'lics, 
pencil, oil, coloured pencil. Ink, pastel, oil 
pastel, charcoal. Even the same subject in a 
different medium will need a different 
approach and skills. You may soon find that 
you can paint that subject, just in a medium 
that you hadn’t tried before. 

Once you have found your subject and 
medium, why not look at the many 
different styles and methods that are our 
there. Do you prefer Photorealism, 
Impressionism, loose or free styles. 
Pointillism, or more traditional methods 
used by the Masters of the Renaissance? 

Again try the same subject in the same 
medium, but this time try it out in different 
styles and the results can be amazing! You 
can see from the example shown here, that 
the same subject - whether ir is a portrait, 
landscape or animal painted in a different 
way can look totally different. 

Keep trying different styles, using different 

methods and painting in different media. 

Over time vou will starr to have vour 
■< * 

favourite that you not only enjoy doing, 
but that you also enjoy the res it Its from. 

Do not be afraid to experiment and love 
what you do. 



left to right: St James Church Wollnston^ Jirst 
in watercoUur, then pen & ink 


Cregennnn Lake^ in acrylics, watercoloHr, 
andJintilly impressionism style" 



below: portraits, 
painted in grisaiilcy 
in pen and pointillism, 
and in traditional 
renaissance method 
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Guests helped celebrate the abotte: Chris Bay Us s ^ right, from top: jazz guitar 

launch of the ‘George of Michaei Welch, with the chords filled the air at the 



launch of the George of 
Cambridge Windsor Chain 
Freda Bayliss Alt 
Chodkowski; Tracy Thomas S* 
Dennis Allen: Katja Bremer,, 
Rebecca Symondsett dr Rjtchel 
Faulkner: Michael Welch and 
Jamie Pot ton: Katie Read dr 
Ham is h Stoddart: Jennifer dr 
Paul Manson 


Caiiibridge Windsor chair’ at 
the Real Wood Furniture 
Company in Woodstock last 
month. Guests were treated 
to wine and home made 
cakes whilst listening to 
owner Chris Baylis talk 
about the history of Windsor 
chairs and the style of his 
specially built 'George of 
Cambridge ChaEr\ 


newly launched George of 
Cambridge Windsor Chair 

below: Chris Bayliss chatting 
about tPse chairSf and inset: 
John and Sonja Francis (John 
actually made the George of 
Cambridge chair) 
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Buzzy^s Emporium is the new 
shop tn Banbury to Cake a look 
for antiques and collectables. 
The emporium has taken the 
place of the Buzzards electrical 
store that had occupied the 
site in Parsons Street for the 
past 60 years or so. 

Proprietor Paul Buzzard 
commented: 'The emporium 
is joining in with bringing 
the old town back to life. We 
rent out cabinets here and it 
is great to see people coming 
in. We offer a service here 
that is far easier to run than 
Ebay. Why spend the day sat 
in front of a computer when 
we can run the business for 
you from here?^ 




For more information get in 
touch with Paul by email to 
buzzysemporium@gmail.com 


s Emponium 


MENTMORE ARTS FESTIVAL'S SIXTH YEAR 

gai'den making this a 
rrul)'' great day out for all 
the family. 



The Mentmore Arts Festival is back for its 
sixth year and 2014 promises to be the 
best yet, with new and interesting artists 
joining the regular favourites. 

This year, the festival is delighted to 
include Peter Keegan, an award-winning 
artist specialising in instant portraiture, 
Peter has appeared on national television 
and will be available for sittings on all 
three days. 

In addition to viewing art in a variety of 
mediums by over 40 artists,, a range of 
tasty refreshments will be available 
including a Pimms Bar, local real ale, teas, 
coffees and home made cakes. Live music 
will be performed in, the Village Hall 



Children will love the art 
corner where, under the 
inspiring guidance of one 
of our artists, they can 
express their inner 
Picasso. There is a 
Childrens Art 
competition and last year 
there were over 40 
entries and a 
presentation of prizes for 
several age categories. 

As well as promoting local art, the 
Mentmore Arts Festival donates the funds 
raised to local charities and from the past 
live events a total of £25,000 has been 
donated. This year charities include the 
Florence Nightingale Hospice and St 
Mary's Church. 

WHERE 

Mentmore Village Hall, St Marys church 
and on the Village Green (LU7 OQF). 


WHEN 

May 24-26 Bank Holiday weekend 
Saturday to Monday, 1 lam to 5pm. 

ADMISSION 

£2 pet adult (including a cataJogue). 
Children (under 16) attend free of charge. 

REFRESHMENTS 

Handmade cakes, sandwiches and 
beverages will be available in rhe Village 
Hall garden. 

Visit WWW, men tmo re-a r ts-fest i val .co.uk 
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Broadway 
Jewellery, Silver and 
Works of Art 
Wednesday 21 May 
10am to 2pm 


Venue 

Hayman Joyce Estate Agents 
28 High Street 
Broadway WR12 7AA 


International Auctioneers and Valuers -boniiams.com/oxfor 

Prices shown include buyer'^s premium. Details can be found at bonhams.com 


Tetbury 

Jewellery, Pictures and 
General Valuations 
Thursday 29 May 
10am to 2pm 


Venue 

The Priory Inn 
London Road 
Tetbury GL8 SJJ 


Our specialists will be offering Bonhams Saleroom 

free verbal valuations on items Banbury Road, 

that you may be considering selling Shipton on Cherwell, 
at auction. Valuations are free of Kidlington, 
charge and without obligation, Oxford 0X5 1JH 


For an appointment please contact: A sapphire and diamond "Fuschia/' 
01865 853654 brooch by Van Cleef & Arpels, 1987. 

oxford@bonhams.com Sold for £181,250 
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BICESTER 


ew public artworks are adding 
character to recent develop in ent 
in Bicester’s town centre. The art 
work, created by three 


He works mainly in natural materials 
such as brick, terracotta and clay* His 
brick sofas and hand carved wallpaper 
can now be seen in Bicester’s 


international artists, have stories 
attached to them and provide talking 
points for those in the town 


Manorsheld Road. 

Philip Bews and Diane Gorvin have 
collaborated on making sculpture for 


Bicester people of all ages can meet the 
artists at ‘Carve Your own Crow’ 
Workshops in the town on Friday 16th 


The work has been funded by Sainshury the public realm since 19S6j both in the May at 130pm and on Saturday 17th 


and commissioned by Cherwell District the UK and internationally, using a wide May 10 am - 5 50pm at the POP IN 


Council, who invited ceramicist Rod 


range of quality materials: wood; stone; Centre Manorsfield Rd< 





* :■ ■ 


/ 
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Harris and Diane Gorvin and Phil Bews 
to talk about their work in Bicester and 
the challenges of realising their ideas* 


For Rod Harrisj there’s no such thing as 
an average day* He*s just as likely to be 
discussing structural concerns for an art 
commission in Turkey as he is digging 
clay with a bunch of school children 
from St* Edburgs School in Bicester* 


This March he worked with students 
from Bicester secondary schools and 
Bicester young people from Oxfordshire 
Arts Partnership as well as families and 
residents from Hanover Gardens in a 
series of clay workshops* 


cast glass; bronze; stainless steel* They 
have responded to the Bicester Crown 
Walk brief by making four crows, two 
bronze, two cast glassj each sit on their 
own stainless steel arc, all are placed in 
sites around the new town centre 
development in Bicester. 


Crows are handsome, highly intelligent 
birds, tool makers, skilled at aerial 
displays and acrobatics, homemakers 
with strong family ties, and adapt to a 
variety of locations from rural to urban* 


Listen to the artists speak about this 
commission and others at a talk at Coles 
Bookshop on Friday 16th May at 7pm* 


A 
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PIETRA DURA 



ossilised dinosaur poo is noi the sort of mareidal one would 
1 | I usually consider being used in line arc^ bur at Greenaway 
m Mo saics in Lois Weedon, rhisj as well as many other 
JU. semi-precious stones are used to create wonderful works of 
art that take many %veeks to perfect. 


Lois Weedon resident Thomas Greenaway has spent many years 
perfecting the art of working with Tletra DuraL hard stones. 


Pietra Dura originated in Italy in the 16th century and Is the art of 
creating images made up of many rhin slices of stone - a finely 
tuned mosaic jigsaw. Using material such as the blue lapis lazuli, 
green malachite and red porphyry,, Thomas can recreate Images that 
can easily be mistaken for paintings, such is the attention to detail. 



“I attended the 
Chippendale School, of 
Furniture near 
Edinburgh and during 
thar rime I became very 
interested in ’woodwork 
and marquetry,” said 
Thomas. '“Following this 
I took a year or so out to travel around Italy and it was there 
that I was introduced to the art of Pietra Dura.” 


Carefully selected stones are sliced to a thickness of between 
2 -5nim and and the slice of stone is carefully selected for its 
colour, shading and textures. Each piece must be accurately cut 
by hand,, then filed and glued together using a mixture of bees 
wax and pine resin. “The real art is getting the stone to fit 
together without any joins showing^ said Thomas. 

The finished works of art can take between a month and two 
years to create depending on their intricacy. As well as creating 
his own designs, Thomas is one of the very best restorers of 
Pietra Dura in the country. 


Eof more information contact Thomas on 01327 860472 or 
e ma 11 t horn as@ g reena way m osa ics. co m 



IBRACKLEY 


ANTIQUE CELLAR 


VOTED BEST ANTIQUE CENTRE 



WINNERS 


30,000si|ft of great 
Antiques and Collectables 


180 DEALERS 


• Full disabled facilities 

• Ample free parking • Tea rooms 

Drayman's Walk, Brackley, Northants 
NNI3 6BE (under Waitrose) 

Tel: 01280 841841 

www.brackleyantiquecellar.co.uk 


80 SHOWCASES 



Open 7 days a week 10am-Spin Q 


Find utiHir 

facebmkx 


JS FINE ART 

Auctioneers iSc Valuers 



» A mre Patek PftilUpe solarpowetvd quartz desk dock 
hammer price 18^400 

Specialist Auctions of Fine Art & Antiques 
Arms, Armour & Medals. 
Valuations for probate and insurance- 

www.jsauctions.co.uk 

tel: 01295 272488 email: enquiries^^jsauctions.co.uk 

f 7' 'f:;'-"7 ■ n.' 
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iryou have passed through 
FarthingKoe near Brackley rece fitly, 
you mighty just for a moment, have 
thought you were driving across the 
Mongolian plains! 

The reason? Yurts! 


Traditional homes for nomadic 
tribesmen are now being used as 
the holiday venue of choice for 
^Clamping' customers looking for 
something a little different. 

Joel Pearson, owner of *Love 2 Yurt’ 
in Farthinghoe, commented: “Our 
four luxury yurts are located at 
Limes Farm on the borders of 
Northamptonshire/Oxford shire. 


They pro^^de the perfect 
destination for families, friends or 
couples enjoying a glamping break 
in the beautiful countryside 
without compromising on the 
luxuries of life. The unique location 
is great to celebrate a special 
occasion from birthdaj's to baby 
show^ers, hen weekends to reunions 
and even childrens parties with a 
sleepover”. 


“We have people coming over to us 
from Banbury,” said Joel, “It 
certainly has its own appeal!”. 


Joel Pearson is contactabie on 

07891 707076 pictures by Jeremy Wilton 
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...AT THE MANOR WESTON 



Why not treat family or friends to the delights of afternoon 
tea at the Manor, Choose from a wide selection of 
speciality teas, freshly made sandwiches, scones with 
clotted cream and fine hand made biscuits. Afternoon Tea 

is served daily from 2.30pm to 5pm. 

Please call 01869 350621 for information or reservations. 


THE MANOR AT WESTON~ON~THE~GREEN 
OXFORDSHIRE, OX 25 3QL 
M11 [9 I A34 
TEL: +44 (0)1869 350621 

EMAIL: HOUSE@THEMANORWESTON.CO.UK 
WWW THEM ANORWESTON. CO.UK 



The Manor 

AT WESTON--ONTHEGREEN 
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“The great point of the 
Tower is that it will be 
entirely useless” 

Berners^ response when asked 
by the planning subcommittee ■ 
u/hat exactly was the point I 

of the Tower. I 


FARINGDON FOLLY 
TOWER AND WOODLAND 


The unmnal 100ft tawer at 
Faringdon in south Oxfordshire was 
the last major folly to he built in 
England. It sits on Folly Hillf 
within a charming circular four 
acre woodland of splendid Scots 
Pine and broadleaf treeSf some more 
than 200 years old. 

There are fantastic views over five 
counties and when visitmg one can 
find out about the history of Folly 
Hill, Henry James Pye (of Sing a 
Song of Sixpence fame), Oliver 
Cromwell and the very eccentric 
Lord Berners (the creator of the 
tower). There are also 24 black birds 
and a giant willow pie, CromwelTs 
cannon, the fairly useless bridge, 
Lord Berners in a tree and a variety 
of birds and animal sculptures 
lurking among the trees. You might 
even see a troll! 

10 minutes walk from Faringdon s 
historic market place the tower is 
open from April to October on the 
first and third Sundays of the month 

Open Ham - 5pm. Adults £2, 

11-16s sop. Under 1 Is free. The 
woodland is always open - free entry 

Book a private opening, for your 
party or celebration. 


WHAT CAN YOU SEE? 


This is but a small idea of the incredible 
views... VO mV/ need to visit to see it all! 


BeJow, you can see the town of Fariiiigtlon 
and the square tTuncated tower of the 
12th century All Saints Church (12th 
century). Further away to the west, the 21 
storey David Murray John Tower block 
rises above the Brunei Centre in Swindon^ 
and at 10 miles distance the futuristic 
outline of the Motorola factory,, which 
was used as a set for the James Bond film 
^ 77/^ World is Not Lnougfj . 

Half a mile to the north is Grove w^ood, 
extending to nearly 100 acres. The whole 
of the far skyline is the line of the A40 
road from Oxford to Cheltenham, and on 
it there’s a wood with a hump at the left 
hand end,, which is 2 miles North of 
Burford. The former hangars of RAF Little 
Rissington can he seen 15 miles away. 

Immediately below you to the east is the 
stone built house of Stanford Place, once 
the home of Admiral Clifton Brown^ a 
leading opponent to Lord Berners when 
he was planning the building of the tower. 
From the hillside at Stokenchurch the 
Folly tower can be seen at a distance of 28 
miles, a view used in the opening titles of 
the TV series ‘The Vicar Of Dibiey\ 

To the south at a middle distance you can 
see Uffington church (13th century), 
known as’^ the Cathedral of the Vale”. 


I ne Pest place for access is a 
footpath from the Stanford Road 
(the Tiearestpost code is SN7 7AQ) 

Visit www.faringdonfolly.org. uk 
or call 0845 475 8386 
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Height of the Tower 
104 feet / 3L 7 metres 

^ Viewing Elevation 

I 616 feet 1187 metres 

above sea level 
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w€i’en\ using it”. It was an idea ihat seems 
to have worked very welH 

■^During the first year, demand was such 
that we managed to recoup all our running 
costSj” David said, "and following this we 
decided to invest in another VW bus.” 
Added to this, T24fun also own a lovely 
old VW beetle convertible. Whilst this is 
used for weddings and events, Lyn has 
definitely taken a shine to it! 

The craze for V’W camper vans is very 
much alive and kicking, with 60s and 70s 
reconditioned machines fetching large 
amounts of cash. Davids machines are the 
more modern versions bulk in Brazil. 


hen David C ran well and Lyn 

W Fiske aren’t working at their 
day jobs, they just might be 
working on their three 
wonderful retro VWs. These make i[p 
the fleet belonging to ^T24fun’ based at 
Syresham near Brackley. 

T24fun is a\'^ camper van hire company 
set up three years ago w'hen David and Lyn 
realised they wanted to own a VW camper 
van, bur couldnk justify having the 
machine parked on their drive for 45 weeks 
of the year without it doing much. 

"Both our parents owned campers,” 
said David. "We had fond memories of 
trips made all over Europe in these lovely 
old Wtk and wanted to rekindle them 
with a modern version of the camper van. 
Whilst we would be enjoying these trips 
for a couple of weeks in the year, the price 
of a new van made the deal prohibitively 
expensive. Then Lyn and myself struck 
upon the idea of renting the bus out for 
the other weeks in the year when we 


"Our YWs are the modern 
buses, fitted with, powerful 
VW Polo 1,4 engines,” he 
commented, "these are 
very easy to drive and have 
a lot more power than the 
older machines.” 


'Mushroonf and 'Pumpkin , 
as Davidk have affectionately been 
named, have been hired for all sorts of 
events including a wedding in the south of 
France followed by a week long tour of 
Europe during the return journey. 

“We like to think we are a friendly 
company to deal wdrh,” said David, "when 
you pay for a weekk hire of the vans you 
get everything included. We don’t charge 
extra for aw nings and the like, and if you 
book rwo weeks with us, you automatically 
get 20% off the second week’s booking” 


For more information call David Cranw^ell 
01280 850772 or 07977 586674, or email 
bookings@t24fun.co.uk 4* 
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If you’re looking foi' a quirky, enchanting 
family-friendly festival this summer, check 
out Peace in the Park in Ntinehani 
Courtenay. The three day event promises 
to be even bigger and better this year with 
artisan food vendors, 'Wild & Creative’ 
things to make in the woods for children 
and adults, Alice in Wonderland in the 
Fairytale Theatre, an open air chill-out 
meditation lounge and the hugely popular 
Meditation & Music for the World event, 

Favourite events from last year will be back 
again with a new twist, so look out for the 
ultra-relaxed 'Feelgood Space’, an 
intriguing programme of 'Mindsets’ talks, 
as well as acoustic music in amongst the 
gorgeous historical gardens and ‘Tea under 
the Trees* with stunning views across the 
Oxfordshire countryside. The event is held 
in the grounds of the Global Retreat 
Centre, well-known for its peaceful 
atmosphere and warm welcome. 

Taking place on the 18ch, 19rh and 20rh 
July, this is a free event, with booking 
online at www.peaceintheparkfestival.org 





MAY DAY 5TH MAY 

May Queen and Green Man fancy dress competition, Family fun 
dog show, May pole dancing, Morris men, children’s activities, 

crafts & gift stalls and more. 

INDEPENDENCE DAY 5TH JULY 

In our centenary year we re making 
our Independence Day 
celebrations bigger than ever 
so save the date nowl 
* The battle re-enactment group, 

* An all American Barbecue, 

* Harley Davidson motorcycle parade 
• Cheer Leaders * Live Music * Childrens' Activities 

• An Exhibition of Native American Artifacts 

* New George Washington Exhibition • Battle with musket lire 

• As much Mississippi Mud Pie as you can eat! 

Some iUtiviHes carry an additional charge but you can still come along 
and have a lovely day witiioLit the need to spend any more than - £3.50 
adults, £1.50 children, £10 Family (2 adults and up to 4 children) 

Sulgrave Manor near Banbury 0X17 2SD (01295) 760205 

www.sulgravemanor.or-g.uk enquiries^sulgravem anor.org.uk 







They would teU the tales of 1,000 
T^rs of murder, romance, betrayal, 
escape and execution. 

Open daily from lOam, last tour 4.30 pm. 
Guided tours tip to every 30 minutes. 
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^»^'#ETER JONES GOOSE-STEPS HiS WA’ 
^ " to THE DORDOGNE IN SEARCH of;- 
THE BEST FOIE GRAS THATr|; ^TSv ' 

' MONEY CAN BUY S' ^ 


have said many times what a great place 
the Four Shires \s to live, w^ork and play 
in, bur wt all need holidays and breaks 
and the geography of this area and the 
transport routes open up many places to us 
all to visit. 


2014 Goose Festival - culminating in a 17 
course lunch, though there was still rime to 
visit the stunning Box Hedge gardens at 
C hateau - de-Ma rqu eyssac. 

My base for the rrip was the Hotel Renoir 
wi thin walking distance of the centre of 
the mediaeval towm of SarlaL It is home 
to one of the best outdoor markets in 
France. That foHowled a Valentines Night 
dinner with 15 others. The dinner 
included garlic soup (not as scary as it 
sounds), lovely fish and a plate of six 
different desserts, all washed dowm with 
an excellent Bergerac wine. 

A guided tour of the towm the next 
morning ^vas followed by a visit to the 
market. A stuniting display of all the 
colours and foods of the Perigord, 
dominated by goose and duck, piles of 
w'alnuts, all manner of vegetables and for 
me the real star of the weekend, the 
fabulous black truffle of the Perigord. 


roie Vjras. All J will say is mat 1 saw 
nothing to upset me or Indeed the goose 
Foie Gras is one of the worlds great 
delicacies and I like it. 


There followed a quick visit to a cookery 
school where we cooked breast of duck 
stuffed with pate which, of course, we had 
to wash down with more wdne. 


Recently I spent a couple of days in the 
Dordogne in France, It seems hard to 
believe bur just four hours after leaving 
Banbury I was enjoying lunch In Beynac 
alongside the River Dordogne. 


Saturday night was like one of those you 
see on the travel programmes, the 
whole of the main square of the town was 
under canvas, music was being played by a 
marching samba band, made up of 
members of the local rugby club, there was 
much singing and dancing and plates of 
goose, salami, riilertes (editor Jeremys 
favourite), potatoes cooked in duck fat and 
more lashings of wdne. 


MaryJebone was just a nrty minute tram 
journey, across London on the Jubilee Line 
to London Cltv^ Airport in thirty five 
minutes and an hour and half with City Jet 
down to the new airport at Brive Le 
Galllarde. I had the misfortune to sit next 
to a very nervous first time flyer who asked 
me could she hold my hand on take off, no 
problem though explaining the scars from 
where she dug her nails in took a bit of 
explaining to my wife. 

The lunch of veal stew followed by cheese 
and a local red w'ine was just the start of 
two days non stop eating and drinking 
culminating in the 2014 Fesr’ Ole - the 
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But that was just a raster, the main event 
was the Goose Festival on the Sunday 
morning. The streets had been 
transformed into one big street fair. There 
were lots of local products being sold, 
games, face painting, loads ro taste and 
eat and many geese. 


A quick buffet lunch and more wine w^as 
followed by a trip to a goose farm. In 
recent years there has been much criticism 
of the methods used in the production of 
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Geese were everjTvhere, running round the 
streets, on show in pens, and even being 
walked like pets on leads. 

No part of the goose is wasted, the feathers 
fill pillow cases and quilts. I have aJready 
mentioned the unmentionable, pates, 
rillettes, mag ret d'ole and even the carcass 
is boiled up in vast cauldrons to make 
goose carcase soup, a bit of an acqoired 
taste. And there is goose fat, loads of it, 
used to cook fantastic potatoes in, to fuel 
household lamps and even rubbed on the 
chest to ward off du and colds. 

But if the goose has the star billing, then 
top of the supporting cast is the 
Pei'igordian Black Truffle, another of the 
world's great delicacies and ridiculously 
expensive. Walk into the truffle market in 
Sarlat and you are hit with this fantastic 


aroma. Peasant farmers man their stalls 
selling the black je^nvels they have 
uneatthed that morning from jealously 
guarded, sectet spots In the nearby woods,. 

I spent j£20 on a truffle the size of a small 
walnut. There is something very decadent 
about eating scrambled eggs in Banbury 
with fresh truffle shavings. The truffles are 
uneatthed by pigs or dogs - 1 have a long 
and great story about the truffle pigs which 
[ will share wirh you in the future, as now 
it is time for lunch. 

And what a lunch. 3000 people were all 
seated in the local cultural centre to 
celebrate our friend the goose, dancing, 
accordion music and much merriment. It 
was absolutely fantastic. Oh, and before I 
forget, a seventeen course lunch and five 
different wines. 


And before you know it, we were back at 
the airport, where my jar of Foie Gras was 
confiscated as it was over lOOcls, and we 
w^ere home in Banbury just under four 
hours later. 

The marker in Sarlat is on every Saturday 
and rhere is so much to do and see in the 
area. Its actually quicker to get there from 
Banbury than ro Cornwall. 4* 

Peter tms a ^4 est of the Sarlat Tourkt Board 
and the Aeroport of Brive Le Galliarde. 














































Four Shires 4 events & tourism 



The festival season is approaching fast. If you re a hardened 
festival goer youll kivovif what to pack, what to leave 
behind, what you might rake but never use, and what is an 
absolutely don t-leave-home-without-it essential. So this is 
really for the novices amongst you who are braving a 

summer festival for the first time... 


Wetwipes: Buy in hulk and thank 
yourself later when you realise the 
showers are broken - or non-existent 
- and everything you own has adopted 
a thick layer of mud. 

Storing money: Divide up a few safe 
places to keep cash or cards, 
preferably aniongst friends as well. 

Try to imagine how you’d cope if you 
lost your main bag - who will pay for 
the hotdogs? 

Collapsible bottle: Most festivals w^on’t 
allow you to bring your own food and 
drink in, so an empty plastic bottle 
can he a lifesaver. Invest in a 
collapsible style for efficient packing. 

Portable charger: No one wants to be 
glued to their mobile, hut there’s no 
denying that they’re handy in case of 
losing friends or family. For around 
£20 you can get a quality charger for 
on-the-go top ups, with many models 
storing up to four full charges. 

Signal: While we’re on the subject, 
check out whether you will have 
phone signal before you tell your 
kids/parents that you’ll ring them 
when you’re there. Visit ask.ofcom. 
org.uk/heip/telephone/ 
mohilecoverage for a handy map of all 
providers’ coverage. 

Pocket tissues: It goes without saying 
that at some point>the portaloos will 
run out of stock. Pack generously. 

Mini torch: It may seem excessive, but 
have you ever tried finding a tent in 
the dark? You'11 be grateful for your 
forward thinking. 

Wellies: Don’t kid yourself that it will 
be dry! English weather is not 
guaranteed and all it takes is a little 
rain to turn the grassy fields into a 
swamp. Take the wellies and forget 
about making a fashion statementi 

Pace yourself: Finally, you want to 
make the most of your time there! Be 
careful to avoid becoming a victim of 
sunstroke or exhaustion to ensure you 
squeeze in as much fun as possible. 
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Four Shires 4* events & tourism 


oliday trends come and go. Like 
fashion, there are aJways fresli 
demands for new holiday types and 
different destinations and 2014 
travel will be no difference with new or as 
yet undiscovered places becoming more 
souglit after. Whilst Grulsing is still 
extremely popular, adventure and safari 
holidays are also proving very sough[-after. 
This year there’s a lot of interest in 
locations such as Mexico, Croatia and the 
heel of Italy. 

City breaks can give you an energ)" boost, 
with short flights ro European destinations 
making many places very accessible for a long 
weekend ro recharge the batteries. Think of 


the traditional, yet still beautiful cities of 
Venice or Paris in the spring, or warm, dusty 
Spanish cities such as Seville and Barcelona 
in the late summer and autumn. 

Staying in the cop few holiday requests are 
chose destinations chat offer the clearest 
water on the planer. These often require a 
longer flight, with pure beauty in the 
Maldives and New Zealand ticking all the 
boxes. But the crystal clear waters can also 
be found a little closer to home^ so include 
places such as Sardinia and Turkey in your 
must-go list. We are spoilt for choice. 

Contact your local Travel Counsellor for 
more information. 




WARWICK RACECOURSE PRESENTS 


ofiis parw ismosiPhtrt 

First 100 through the gates to 
receive a FREE bottie of Babycham 
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WeR>£XLL COINC ON X 
SUMMeB.HOLIDXy! 




SUN PfCTECTBM 
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pack up a pkttic and Welax on 
the beach ivith this fan tropical 
beach towel from hhsy now in 
the sale for just £ 9.50 


clockwise from top: 

tan without burning with the 
P20 range ofonce-a-day suu 
filters - apply in the morning 
and away you go. Around £17 
from good chemists - and a 
little goes a long way 

a striking nautical beach bag 
will look smart and fresh for 
any occasion - this one from 
Phase Eight is great not just for 
days out but also for going to 
the beachy £39 

dress for a sumiy day trip in 
this relaxed combinations of 
paisley cami^, £24^ denim 
shortSy £!8y a great straw hat 
and some pretty earring for just 
£6. All from M&Co 

memories are everythingy so 
keep yours with a high qaulity 
digital earners. This Canon 
PowerShot SX50 MS digital 
camera has a 50x zoom Icnse, 
will deliver fill HD movies, 
and has an electronic 
viewfnder as well as full 
manual control. Around £349, 
available from fessops at 
www.jessops. com 


Sunmier^ the holiday season, will be upon us 
sooner think, so here are some of our 

colourfui^mds to give your summer holiday 
shopping d,bit of a zing. From pretty dresses and 
shin^erffs%oes^ to beach hags for carrying the bare 
essen . just dont forget the bucket and spade for 

the kids (or, perhaps we say, for Dad!) 


when youve got your delicious 
picnic readyy pack it up in a 
perfect picnic hamper - this 
fabulous two person barrel 
picnic hamper costs £73 from a 
range at Cotswold Trading 
WWW. cotswo Idtrading. co m 

is this pink striped bikini is 
from a gorgeous seletion of mix 
& match bikinis and one piece 
swimsuits that are really well 
priced at La Redoutc. Visit the 
website at wwwJaredoute.co.uk 

if you can^t stand the heat get 
out of the sun... or soak it up 
on this funky beach towel from 
bhsfor £17 


















































m/ini 

excititigiy pretty prifited e&iotir 
block maxi dress^ £59^ and 
ssm^Iasses, £8, all from M&Co 


tmetsP‘ 0 m top: 

shield your^if pom the rays 
with a crochet daisy chain 
floppy hat^ £4 pom Primark 

one-piece swimwearp'om a 
great selection at La Redoute 
WWW, laredoH te, co. uk 

Lipsi Cateye sunglasses - these 
are all the rage this year. £16 
^ WWW. lipsy. eo. uk 

easy going, carnal andpesh 
tassel detail hag, £45 
pom Phase Eight 

* bright striped bikini pom a 
selection at La Redoute 
WWW. laredoHte.co. uk 

pom pom t-bar sandals in 
fabulous aztec design, from 
j Isme, a steal at just £27 
w www.isme.com 


T -r I 



























































































tyiisa tan &rtejcase 
from a selection.^m-^* 
at ^eifenfjams^l^ . 
snake not iticht^ed>^^ 


No, of coarse weW not 
fo rgetting oar gen tlem enf 

right: tentjft him oat of those 
Jeans and into bright, daring 
sammerweaK.r fora! shirt £7i 
sanset printfiipfiops£2, cosmic 
print wayfarers £2, all 
Primark; bright green shoes to 
make him feel alive, from Blue 
Harbour at M<&S, £S9 

left: no, its not a pack of 
tinnies, it*s a Washweiser wash 
hag, perfect for holidays, from 
RED5i £9.95i wwuf.red5.co.uk; 
if ail else faiisy kit him out in a 

fresh white 

shirty £22, 

some smart 
twill shorts, 
£20, and a 
trendy trilhy, 
£12, all from 
M&Co 




jasmine d’Cruz launched her stunning 
range of hand made hand bags at a 
glittering launch party In Banbury last 
month. Guests were treated to champagne 
and canapes as well as the more unusual 
cup cakes and popcorn. 

Amongst the guests were top models and 
buyers from the world of high fashion and 
haute couture. 

HAND MADE 


Jasmine’s website provides this artist’s 
statement: ‘Jasmine is motivated by the 
challenge of experimenting with various 
painting properties on these leather 
surfaces, whilst imagery and colour 
choices are inspired from daily travels 
and urbanised surfaces. The diverse 
printed Textiles that have now become 
carefully considered into handbags, 
although each bag is unique as no 
handprint is ever the same.’ 


Jasmine’s studio Is based in Parsons Street 
in Banbury and she can be contacted at 
jasmlne@jdcruz.co.uk 

main image: faimine and Britalm ne>:t new 
top model presenter Annalicse Dayes 

insets from top: Jamie Appleton, Sarah 
Winwrighty Sue Cummings, Sharon Bareock 
& Nieoia Maning: Bethany Page, Ellie 
Heath cEKaren Turner; Jon Myerscough dr 
Sangy Hazarika 
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HAIR CONCEPTS CELEBRATES 25 YEARS 

Stiii at the eutting edge! 

Iiidependejit Banbury salon^ Hair Concepts^ 
celebrated 25 years in business recently. 

Th ree years after moving into new premises 
at Casa Capelli* owner Paul Cook has firm 
opinions about the longevity of Hair 
Concepts. “Only 3% of new businesses 
make it past 10 years/’ he comments, “but 
weVe done 251 1 believe its because weVe 
stuck to our values: Passion, Purpose, Vision 
and Team/’ 

Hair Concepts opened as a new independent 
salon in the late 80s in CaJthorpe Street, in the 
same week as a new town centre Sainsburys 
store, and just 100 yards away. 

After a quarter century in business, 
Paul insists chat one thing hasn’t 
changed. “It may be our anniversary 
in the business of hair design, but 
we’re still cutting edge. 


“We’re so grateful to our loyal client 
support over the years, and to the new 
clients whoVe started having their hair 
designed with us recently, and, of 
course, to my fantastic team. 

Paul and the team are always available 
for free sT)de and colour consultations 
and hair advice. 


Hai 
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Independent 
Banbury salon 
Hair Concepts 
celebrated 
25 years in 
business; 
The secret to 
the successes: 
Passion, 
Purpose, 
Vision and 
Team 



Many conditions I see in my clinic are stress-related and I 
have created a range of support options for clients. 

Sleep disorders (insomnia) include problems falling asleep at 
night and also those who have d is cur bed sleep patterns. As an 
Herbalist I prescribe individual herbal mixes (in alcohol) to 
help quickly restore a good sleep pattern. Through Irldology 
(eye assessments) I often find that those who have inherited 
one of the nerv^ous system constitutions will need more 
support to aid sleep. 

What we ear and drink can contribute to both the quantity 
and quality of our sleep. 

Fatigue and low energy is the next common condition many 
people suffer with when under stress. This needs very careful 
evaluation. Is the body in recovery? Are the adrenals tired? Is 
this related to sleep? Is this due to a toxic colon? Or is 
lifestyle and diet the main culprit? For this I find that Reflex 
Touch therapy 1 use can provide many answers, and as a 
bonus this treatment is deeply relaxing in itself] 

Digestion including bloating, constipation and IBS. Support 
could include simple food changes, herbs, visualisation and 
other relaxation techniques, advice around colon care, and 
healing through the reflex points in the feet. 

Joamie Oliver is d Serreil Re^ex Touch specialist. Herbalist and 
Intuitive Natural Healer at The Red Barn. 




F D S A R N 


t I t A r 


ill Hi fikiKlIy iKultfi And bciiity kiIiiii 





look loiwarJ V!'> ^\■dcn]^^i:ngy^Ll to lioJ Bai n Retreat. 

’V'ny will enjoy an inspiring range nt'ti ciitnicnts anJ tlicrapics. 

Disco^icr our bcantitul retreat. SLirmLinJoJ by cnLintiysiJc tor your JaiK 

beauty essentials or pamper paities 



To make an appointment please call 

01280 702816 

Red Barn Retreat^ Fulwell Road, Fulweil^ 

Westbiiry, NN13 5|Z 

@iedbarnretreat m'ov.redbarnrelreal,co.uk RedBarnRelrealTherapy 
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}ffu t;(re reading tlm sti^ry in the 
200th issfie of four Shires 
Aiagamne. We would not have 
been able to put together so many 
goody interesting., issues without the 
help of all of the wrlterSy stafl 
artists, designers and contributors 
associated with tis over the past 16 
or so years. 

We hatJe listed a great many of 
them here... 

Barbara 

McGarry worked 
at The Four 
Shires for nearly 
10 years as an 
advertising sales executive. Never 
happier than looking around the 
grounds of Blenheim Palace 
during the Countiy' Landowners 
Fair, Barbara lives in Souldern. 
She now tends an allotment and 
works with the church. Barbara 
is a highly talented craftsperson 
and makes keepsakes which are 
highly sort after. 

Barry' 

Whitehouse 
currently runs 
the four Shires 
arts column. He 
works from a 
studio in White 
Lio n Walk in Banbury and is 
always on hand to offer advice. 
Barry runs numerous arts 
workshops from the studio in 
Banbury. 

Bruce Cox is a 
well known 
journalist around 
Banbury who 
made quite an 
impact in the 
world of motorcycling and 
journalism in America. Bruce 
started a national motorcycle 
newspaper in the US, counting 
the actor Steve McQueen 
amongst his contacts. Bruce 
started out as a cub reporter with 


the Banbury Advertiser 
newspaper, before starting up^ in 
the 70s with Graham Wilton, a 
magazine with the title The four 
Shires. It is a little knowm fact 
that Bruce raced motorcycles in 
rhe UK and USA. Bruce is our 
theatre and rugby reviewer who 
also contributes informative copy 
on motoring. 

Carole Downs 
worked for the 
magazine when 
it was titled 
Banbury Fare 
back in the late 
1990s. Carole 
was particularly interested in 
the welfare of wild wolves. She 
lived in Steeple Aston. 

Cathy Black is 
currently away 
from the 
magazine on 
maternit}' leave. 
Cathy first 
approached the magazine 
looking for a part time position 
and gradually worked her way up 
to design the magazine. She is 
currently very busy looking after 
two gorgeous little children. 

Chris Pratt is an 
ardent Banbiuy' 
United supporter, 
who has worked 
in both the 
advertising, 
editorial and management side of 
publications. Chris used to live in 
Banbury, where he worked for 
both the Banbury Advertiser and 
managed the advertising 
department of the Banbury Cake 
new'spaper. Many will remember 
Chris as the talented singer and 
keyboard maestro from the 

I* 

Banbury pop group 'Joys People’. 

Chris sie Bridget 
runs The Old 
Hall Bookshop 
in Btackley She 


has recently been contributing to 
the Four ^Awj'book pages with 
well informed crtiques of newly 
released books. 

■ Chris 

Stevenson’s 
gardening 
columns were a 
delight to read. 

As w'ell as 

providing a monthly look at all 
things horticultural, the 
idiosyncratic associated with 
gardening were covered too. 

Claire Fuller 
contributed to 
the four Shires 
during the late 
90 s. Her 
valuable column 
guided readers through the 
difficult subject of self help. 

Claire Reika 
Wright is a well 
Bp*' known face 

H amongst the 

artistic set In 
Oxfordshire. 

She used to run 

the Four Shires Arts section, but 
as she became increasingly 
successful with her own work, 
had to stop. Claire plays a large 
part in many artistic initiatives 
both locally and nationally, 
working with video and 
computer generated graphics. A 
native of Australia, Claire can 
never resist seeing the 
antipodeans beating the 'old 
country’ at rugbyt 

The late Cliff 

had written 

extensively on wildlife. He used 
to run the nature reserve at 
Faithinghoe before moving to a 
park ranger^s position at 
Pitsford Reservoir near 
Northampton. 




K ■ institution in 

north 

Oxfordshire. He has been four 
Countryman and farming 
correspondent for nearly \5 
years. There really isn’t much 
that George doesn’t know about 
farming. His column in the 
magazine is always guaranteed to 
raise the ej^ebrows whether one is 
from farming stock or not... 
never dulf George is the 
quintessential ^Counrtymank 

Craig Churchill 
is a highly 
talented 
photographer 
whose naturalistic 
work really is 
superb. Craig has 
won numerous 
awards for his wildlife 
photography, although he shoots 
very good weddings as well! 

Our very own 
Maggie Chaplin 

^™- years or so. A 

native of the Four Shires 
countr)='side, Maggies stories ate 
always very well informed, 
entertaining and Illuminating. 
She writes with great knowledge 
about herbs, folklore and natural 
history. Maggie has a per sheep! 

File Scott 
worked at rhe 
magazine for 
nearly five years 
as a very talented 
advertising executive. Elle moved 
to Birmingham, where she now 
works in the city in a similar 
field. Elle will be getting married 
this summer. 

The late 
Graham Wilton 
was a well 
known face 
around Banbur}'' 
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and public relations executive, he 
worked for the Banburj.'’ 
Advertiser as young man. Never 
happier than writing with 
knowledge about wines and good 
food, Graham was the genuine 
‘bon vlveurk 


honoured in 2006^ receiving the 
MBE for services to hospital 
radio - he founded Radio 
Horton back in the 60s and 
worked continuously for the 
Station until 2008. 


f/art - and to them ive are 
extremely grateful. 

Apart from you, the reader, of 
c&une there are also some other 
t^ery important people who 
hatfe played their part in the 
success of the Four Shires - they 
are our advertisers... 


Mick Day was 
Four Shires^]^z 
correspondenr 
until very 
recently. His 
back 


page was 
one of the most 
eagerly awaited. His 
knowledgabJe copy was alw^ays 
very well informed.,. it was not 
until recently that we found out 
that very good jazz could be 
performed bv viohnistsl 


Tom (and 
Pauline) 
Donnelly kept 
us all up to date 


Helen Freeman 
worked at the 
magazine as an 
advertising sales 


next month, 


ing s 
executive. Sf 
had previously 
managed a large client base at 
the Banbury Cake newspaper. 


advancements 

dentistry. 

Tom works out of South 
Bar dental practice in ^ 

Banbury. 


Paul Howaad is 
M i talented 

^ ■» p ho fogr3 phe r 

\ j works out 

of Towcesrer. As 
good at creating 
a picture out on 
assignment as covering a wedding, 

The late Paul 
Lester 


j |ohn Rowing has 

WM 1 written for the 

magazine on 

matters for the 
^ past five years or 
so. John worked 
for many years as a ranch 
manager in Kenya. 


H Tracy Wood 
w'orked for 
the 

magazine as 
a sales 
executive. 
Tracey now i 
her ow^n catering company. 


w^as a 
larger than life 
JF character who 
^ ’ was simply a 

wonderful story 
teller. His copy was entertaining 
in a unique manner. 


a Jonathan Wain is 
a larger than life 
character wLo 
covers many of 
the Four Shhes' 
'soc iaf events. 
John is often 

seen at hunt balls with his 
camera in hand capturing gleeful 
partygoers. In his spare time 
Jonathan indulges himself in the 
equine w^orld^ where he is an 
accomplished rider. John has 
been contributing to the 
magazine, on and off for the past 
12 years or so... 


And finally... Otir apologies if 
we have missed contributors to 
the magazine, although if they 
are on our current team, it 
seems a little silly putting them 
in twice^.. There have been 
others that have written super 
copy for the magazine. Liza 
Hopkinson, who sold 
advertising, writers Damian 
Bradley, Chris Pendleton and 
Brendan Dubock, as ufell as 
new writers that have recently 
joined j/j, includi 


Peter Jones has 
■ carved a very' 
good niche at 

WtSkil interview'ing 

local characters, 

re\'iewing restattrants and writing 
a walk to follow' each month. His 
w'ry look at life Is communicated 
through the magazine veiy 
effectively. 

jh Richard Nash 
contributed the 


ctirrent 


petton writer 
Liz Cockrell 
and music 
writer David 
faques.. we are, 
unfortunately. 


L' Julian Dancer is 

a very w'etl know' 
f local journalist 

w'ho currently 

Banbury Tow'n 
Council. Julian has w'orked 
within the field of Journalism for 
many years and is currently 
researching a funded book on 
Banbury' and the part it played 
in World War One. 


missing 

pictures. 


magazine. 
Richard w'l 
based in New'ent in 
Gloucestershire and imps 
particularly w'est country 
appeal to his copy. 


led Hanson is a 
very' well known 
journalist around 
north 

Oxfordshire. Ted 


Maddy Green 
worked at the 
Four Shires as an 
advertising 
executive. A 
highly' talented 
sales lady, 


and north Oxfordshire. Graham 
edited the magazine up until 
2007. A former local journalist 


Maddy moved on to 
Worcestershire Life before 
emigrarlng to Cambodia. 


has worked on numerous 
publications, dealing mainly' 
with enteitainment. Ted. was 


Flelping to keep the Four Shires 
up and running, all of the 
above have helped played a big 
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capturing the beauty 
of your canine companion 
















Sandra Smith talks to Jane Ambler 

about her new business... Photograph My Dog 


mbarking on a business venturCj 
which also happens to be a new 
career, cakes courage. It demands a 
deternilnarion to succeed,, too, as well 
as skill in your chosen vocation. So when I 
arranged to inrerview Jane Ambler, creator 
of wmv. PhotogfaphiVIyDog.com, I was 
keen to find out just how passionate she is 
about her work. And I wasn’t disappointed. 

At her Little Kimble home I’m warmly 
greeted by Jane while receiving a rather 
more boisterous welcome from her 
beloved companions, Irish Terrier jamey, 
and Bollinger, a Grand Basset Griffon 
Vendeen, both brandishing a selection of 
squeaky toys. “I’ve always loved dogs,” she 
smiles, ignoring the commotion, at the 
same time rescuing a stuffed chicken from 
behind a cupboard. 

After fuss and treats the pets are ushered 
outside and Lm led through to a spacious 
lounge. The first thing I notice here are 
several bookcases. They are tall and well 
stocked, yet not overflowing with the sort 
of reading matter you might expect. For 
the shelves in this house contain neatly 
stacked phorograph albums - 130, all 
catalogued and arranged in chronological 
order. “I began storing my images in 
albums during my late teens,” Jane 
explains. I gaze enviously at this 
mericuJous and impressive filing system as 
she rightly justifies her efforts. “You spend 
a lot of money on photographs so it’s 
important to look after them.” 

As we talk I’m not surprised to learn that 
both of her interests - dogs and 
photography — have been part of her life 
since she was a young girl growing up in 
Liverpool. “My parents were keen amateur 
photographers. They nurtured my interest 
and bought me my own camera. We also 
owned a couple of bright, nosey. Cairn 
Terriers, Charlie and Sammy; and Tosca 
the Beagle. I loved them! We cook them 
everywhere with us and they were the first 
dogs r ever photographed.” 




Such enthusiasm was 
tempoi'arily put on hold 
during a career as the Duchess 
of York’s Personal Assistant, a 
role which left little time or 
opportunity to indulge in 
hobbies. So it wasn’t until the 
late nineties when she and her 
husband were searching for a 
more peaceful location in 
which to raise their daughter. 

Poppy, and moved to 
Buckinghamshire, that Jane 
was able to invest more energy 
in her favourite pastime. 

For several years she 
continued to photograph her 
own dogs and chose belonging 
CO friends. Then eventually 
her family, convinced of a 
growing expertise, encouraged 
the amateur photographer to turn her talent 
into a vocation. 



creative side of my work and one of the 
highlights is witnessing owners’ reactions 
when they view my images.” 


From the outset Jane was specific about her 
approach. “I much prefer to see dogs 
running freely outside; where they are most 
at ease. You may be able to get close up 
shots in a studio bur personally I avoid 
false light and fake situations. I’m happier 
watching animals racing around the 
countryside on their favourite walk, or 
bounding across a field. And I like to get 
to know the dogs and work with them. 
That way they express themselves at their 
best. My aim is to portray their characters, 
whether through agility training or basking 
in a sunny spot. 

“I need to understand my customers in 
order to appreciate what sort of images 
they re after, too," she adds, recognising 
the importance of relating to her human 
clients. “After the two hour photo shoot I 
spend a lot of time at my computer 
generating the right composition. A couple 
of weeks later, once I’ve whittled several 
hundred shots down to 50 or so, I invite 
customers to make their choice. I enjoy the 


Jane’s success Isn’t just down to the way she 
handles her Nikon camera, however. 
Despite having no formal photographic 
training, her artistic vision, combined with 
the ease with which she relates to people, 
as well as our four legged friends, are 
clearly reflected in the commitment she 
exudes for her business. 

I’m admiring her latest collection of 
greeting cards awaiting delivery to local 
retailers when her own pets, fresh from 
romping in the garden, join us once again. 
She quickly calms them and they settle, 
satisfied, beside the sofa. Her empathy, i t 
seems, is effortless. It’s no wonder she is 
adept at capturing the essence of a dog’s 
personality and its natural environment. 

In fact, I reckon Janets eagerness is 
marched only by the energy of her canine 
customers. For make no mistake, 
www.PhotographMyDog.com has been 
unleashed across the county. 4* 
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Four Shires 4' homes & interiors 


from dubai 

to ban 


ince returning to Britain early in 2005 Toni Ramsay has 
made huge changes ro her sweeping Grade Two listed 
home in a village a few miles otirside Banbury. Originally a 
retreat, the earliest parts of Aubrey Hall date from the 
1700s. There are glorious arts and crafts, carved and colourful 
fireplaces have been revealed, and the entire attic floor has been 
opened up. Moreover this super-stylish home tells the Ramsays’ 
personal story, having lived on four continents and only just back 
last year after their latest sojourn in Dubai. Their location had to 
be within commuting distance of her husband Stuart’s oflfce in 
Middlesex and their friends who live around the Oxford area, 

On arrival I'm greeted warmly by Stuart, a familiar face as Chief 
Correspondent for Sky New's, freshly- returned from the Crimea. 
I’m struck by the jaw-dropping Victorian Gothic Revival entrance 
hall with tanrern and huge black chandelier at the top of rhe stairs 
drenching the hall in light. After being assured that the cup of tea 
I’m holding is welcome in every room I'm given a tour of the 
house by Toni. Each room on the different levels tells its own 
well-travelled story. This family home is extraordinary but not 
intimidating in any w^ay. The same can be said of my hostess who 
is immaculately-presented, charming, understated and relaxed. 
There^s no predictable or collar-and-cuffs decorating here. Just 
decorating from rhe heart backed up by years of experience. 

TonEs personal home style Is a fusion of classic and global with a 
few pops of Tad boy’ decorating thrown in to create some visual 
friction and make the heart race. She’s an experienced interior 
designer, having worked on interiors since the mid-90’s when she 
lived in the States. “Interiors there were so cream, very 'Pottery 
Barn^ & safe so I went crazy and painted rooms in dramatic 
colours” and so began her love affair with the creation of unique 


t 

Hannah Baud on super-style i 
Interior design at the Ramsays^^ 
sumptious Oxfordshire home 
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spices. “I don’t do borings traditional or safe. I do creative, 
imaginative, exciting interiors that blend contemporary with 
antique for a home with the inspiration factor/' This globally- 
eclecric designer draws inspiration from art, having studied 
History of Art for her degree. Antique and contemporaiy 
paintings sit side by side comfortably. She cites our very own style 
maven Abigail Ahern and Scateside’s Kelly Wears tier (with less 
bling!) and Jonathan Adler as her inspirations. But this designer is 
all about creating original spaces. 

My favourite room is the drawing room painted in Farrow and 
BalTs Off-Black to create one sexy room in the shiresf Comfy dark 
couches anchor the room, edg\' pop art chairs lift the scheme and 
beautifully-curated African artefacts punctuate and add interest. 
One ofToni’s great talents is to be able to cast her eye over an 
entire space and edit, creating ob-so-important ‘negative space’ 
(the pieces she chooses to leave out allowing a room to ‘breathe’). 
This rooms leads onto the Dining Room with its long refectory 
table from a nunnery in South Africa and grand painted leather 
chairs from a Portugese ship in what Toni describes with a smile 
as “Game of Thrones style.’' 

I’m shown room after room, including the wonder fully-relaxing 
living room, Stuart’s favourite room in the house where he can 
kick-back and relax after bis travels abroad. The Master Bedroom 
has a natural and organic feel which is then lifted to another level 
with Toni’s clever use of faux snakeskin chairs and a blind at the 
window revealing sketches of nude ladies. These elements of 
surprise delight the eye and reveal a designer who can Met go’ and 
take a few' risks in her own home ’whilst keeping her heels firmly 
on the ground. You can tell Toni enjoys socialising. The Ramsays' 
annual Boxing Day party is legendary 

In Toni’s Dressing Room, (sw'oon), tactile skins and furs are 
throwm nonchalantly over surfaces illustrating how a subtle 


neutral palette can 
also be rich and 
glamorous with the 
clever layering of 
textures. I’m in love 
with the shaggy 
sheepskin stools 
that she sources 
from Belgium & 
sells at her unit at 

The Old Flight House in Weston on the Green 
{www.theoldflighthouse.co.uk). Adept at 
sourcing unique standalone pieces for clients 
and creating a luxurious look without having to 
spend a fortune, Toni will often be found at the 
big antiques fair such as Nei^vark and Ardingley She has 
deliberately kept a low'er profile whilst raising her three children 
{Kit is now 19, Lex is 16 and Tavi is 12) around the world but 
now she’s ready to build up her portfolio of clients. She is already 
working with two clients in London and one in Portugal 
currently Her design rips? “Lighting, the transformative pow'er of 
paint and unusual beautiful pieces are key to my look." Friends 
think her st)'le is pretty cool and so do I. So why not look her up? 
’WWW roniramsayinteriordesigfi.co. uk 
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COMPLETELY BATTY 


For all the bad press and recent 
planning rule changes, bats in. 
the UK are still a rare and 
protected group of animals. 
Across the world different 
species of bars take care of us 
by eating huge numbers of 
mosquitoes and crop destroying 
insects, pollinating many fruits 
and nutSj providing guano 
fertiliser and providing research 
possibilities on echolocation to 
assist the blind and blood 
thinning capabilities of vampire 
bat saliva. 



Due to historic declines, bars 
are protected under national 
and European law it Is illegal to 
injure, kill or disturb the 
animals. Bats in the UK roost 
in a variety of locations. 


Different species use either one 
of, or a combination of, trees, 
buildings and caves for roosting 
at different rimes of the year. 
One of the most common 
sources of conflict between 
humans and bats occurs when 
bars are roosting in a building 
planned for renovation, 
refurbishment or removal. 

If you are planning work on an 
existing budding (e.g. an 
extension, barn conversion or 
demolition) the local authority 
planning department may ask 
you for a bat survey report 
before they are able to grant 
planning permission. In fact 
even if your development is to 
rake place under permitted 
development rights, you are 
still required by law to ensure 
no roosts are destroyed or bats 
harmed because of the works. 

Surveys for bats entail an inlrlal 
inspection by a licensed 
ecologist who will check for 
evidence of bats or potential 
roosting locations. Further 



surveys, if necessary, involve 
activity surveys in the summer, 
during which surveyors will 
look for bats leaving the roost 
at night or returning to the 
roost in the early hours of the 
morning, intended to discover 
what species and how many 
bats are using the roost. If you 



do have bats it is necessary to 
obtain a license from Natural 
England, without which it 
might not be legal to continue 
with the development. 

Initial inspections can be 
carried out at any time of year, 
but activity surveys only 
between May and September. 
Turnstone Ecolog}^ has a wealth 
of experience in guiding 
projects of all sizes through the 
planning and licensing process. 
Find out more by visiting 
w^vw. t u t nstoneeco I ogy. CO. u k 
or contact bat specialist Simon 
Parker on 07766 088846. 



market comment 

Matthew ANen of Rsher German Edate Agents reviews recent 
market activity for people thinking of selling this year 



• •Homeownersnow more 
positive about selling 55 


• Asking prices7%higherthan a 
year ago 

• Average UK house price over 
£250,000 

• New nnortgage rules may affect 
approvals 

• Some properties selling above 
guide prices 


Contact Matthew at matthew.allen@fidiergerman.oo.uk • 01295 271555 • fishergerman.co.uk 
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® FISHER 

GERMAN 


Cosgrove, Buckinghamshire 



Adderbury, Oxfordshire 


Hidden gem ripe for renovation 

■ 2 receptioinEs kitchen, breakfast room 
- Rim ity room, study, external fuel store 

■ 4 bed rooms, bathroom, cloakroom 

■ Range of outbuildings 

■ Garden, paddock 

■ In all about 0783 acre 

Guide price £625,000 




Charming house in idyllic setting 

- 4 bedroom penod farmhouse 

- Attached bam/workshop (1,250 sq ft) 

- 2 storey stud io/oftice plus outbuildings 

■ Trip le carp ort, g a rag e, m a tu re 
gardenswith canal frontage 

■ EPC rating F 

Guide price £895,000 

































































® FISHER 

GERMAN 


fishergerman.co.uk 


Ashby 9 Ledgers, Northamptonshire 




Restored Listed farmhouse 


* 3 reception rooms, kitchen, store 

* 4 bedrooms, bathroom, en-suite 
shower, dressing room 

* C ou rtya rd, w aJIed g a rd e n 

* In all 1.44 acres 

* rating E 

Guide price £350,000 


Crop red y, Oxfordshire 




Modern property, period interior 

* stunning kite hen/breakfast room 

* Gtting room, 4 fir^ floor bedrooms 

* Pleasant gardens, tradftionaI 
outbuildings with potential 

* Garage and parking area 

* ex; rating D 

Guide price £570,000 


15 offiC eSselling acrossthe UK 

Banbury 01295 271555 
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® FISHER 

GERMAN 


UpperTadmarton, Oxfordshire 




^aciousdetached family home 

* siting room, dinirg room, conservatory 

* Kitchen, breakfast room, snug, study 

* 5 bedrooms(1 en-suitej, bathroom 

* House extendsto over 2,500 sq ft 

* Mature gardensof over 1/3 acre 

* BK: rating E 

Guide price £495,000 


Lower Boddtngton, Northamptonshire 




Charming cottage with annexe 

* 2 reception rooms kitchen with Ffeybum 

* 3 bed room sine master & guest suites 

* Garage, annexe with cloakroom, 
kitchen and office/bedroom over 

* Landscaped gardens^ ample parking 

* Awaiting rating 

Guide price £475,000 
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DOORS WINDOWS CONSERVATORIES ORANGERIES BI-FOLDS 

PVCU ALUMINIUM HARDWOOD 



TO COMPLEMENT OUR FULL RANGE OE WINDOWS, DOORS & CONSERVATORIES. WE CAN 
NOW OFFER THE ‘LIVING ROOM’ ORANGERY AND THE BI-FOLD DOORS. AS SHOWN 
ABOVE AND IS AVAILABLE TO VIEW IN OUR EXTENSIVE SHOWROOM 


* 

HomePro 


inwjEancaal 







till 01 

m 



Showroom at 

17 Thorpe Place, Overthorpe Industrial Estate, Banbury, Oxfordshire, 0X16 4XH 

Telephone 01295 270 404 Fax 01295 270 406 
Email gray@banwindows.freeserve.co.uk Webwww.banwin.co.uk 
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Make an entrance this spring l>y, quite Literally, making something of 
your entrance - hail, that is. A simple way to give your home a bit of a 
lift is to brighten up your hallway. 

This year s colours are cool and subtie^ making good use of natural 
hues and earthy tones. Keep your colour palette simple - choose 
smokey greys or creams and browns, then mix in some chic steel and 
mirrors to encourage reflections. The right lighting will keep 
your hallway feeling cool and airy, yet still offer a 
warm welcome as you and your guests come 
throujirh the door. 


ser of storagf 

IfoxeSt from £30 at 
unmv. Oliver bon as. com 
Sahara crystal table 
lampt Furuititre 
Viliagt^ £109 


Add fresh flowers in a clear gJ 
and the picture is complete 


rtorence Vase, 
and Dhurry Runner 
£65 both from The 
White Company 


main pic: Andrew Martin De Lima 
Console Table, £1,693.00; Eichholtz 
Ipancma Hurricane Lantern 
Medium, £179.50; Eichhokz Zephyr 
Table Lamp, £347.00; Deknudt 
Clara Black Mirror, £582.00; 
Andrea House Black Umbrella 
Stand, £46.50; Designers Guild 
Eherson Slate Rug, £995.00; all at 
Occa-Home www.occa-home.co.uk 
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THE RACE IS ON FOR NEW HOMES IN TOWCESTER 


Buyers gearing up to own a new home near 
Silvers rone - home of the Formula 1 
British Grand Prix - could be left on the 
starring grid as Tove Grange in Towcester 
fast approaches sell-out. 

Sales of homes at the popular Redrow 
development, which is around five miles 
from rhe famous race circuitj have been 
motoring along; now with the finish line in 


sight and just six homes still available, 
Redrow is reminding buyers of the need 
for speed. 

The homes offer a choice of four and 
five-bedroom designs from rhe sought-after 
Heritage Collection. There’s the chance to 
own rhe four-bedroom Salisbury show home 
for £419,95'0 including carpets, curtains, 
light fittings and landscaped gardens. 


With such limited availabilir)^ buyers with 
a home of their own to sell may fear they 
will miss out, but Redrow say that they 
could help potential buyers to sell up and 
move on quickly and simply with its 
Mastetmove service. 

To be in with a chance of owning one of 
the final homes at Tove Grange, visit the 
developmentj open daily from lOani to 
5.30pm. Alteniattvely, call 01327 438 385 
or see ^vww.redrow.co.uk/tove. 





Old Station Yard The Old Garage 
Woodford Halse Marton 


Northamptonshire Warwickshire 
NN11 3RB CV23 9RH 

01327 262124 01926 633739 

www.mainlinetimber.co.uk 

sales@mainlinetimber.co.uk 

Opening times: 8am - 5pm Monday - Friday 
Sam -12 noon Saturday 




FAST 

PROFESSIONAL 
SERVICE 

Sky ICCTV |88C fwwAtm TVjBBC FremitTV | rwm TV | plftrtbuUQn I HD TV OMrftwtlwi 

Home Automation Video Distribution 


Freevlew Sf FreesatTV 
Multi Room TV Distribution 


WIFI Boosting HDTV 

TV, Radio and Satellite Aerials 

Extra points around the house 
Fast Emergency Repairs sl<y 

Control(^ Call us NOW for the 


Fre«vlew 


I5fi'l:'»i "rcjij'j'r’yr 


latest SKY offers 


Telephone: 01 295 250 206 
Freephone: 0500 36 46 46 I 


io% discount on all NEW INSTALLATIONS 
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Standing in an elevated position in 
generous weil landscaped gardens, a 
deceptively spacious natural stone 
cottage, with an abundance of period 
features. Rosemount has been ex¬ 
tended over recent years to provide a 
spacious, modern kitchen/dining/ 
family room, a charming living room 
with ingienook fireplace, four double 
bedrooms and 2 bathrooms. There is 
also a double garage, off road parking 
and a separate rear gated access. 

Heimdon, 

Northamptonshire 


^ C.. 


)J€ 


-■ rV 








if 




Guide Price £535,000 




Ip?? F 


Hetmdon, Northants Guide Price £600,000 

Stone Cottage * Four Bedrooms * 3 floors * 2 receptions 
* Kitchen/Breakfast room * Single garage * Office * 
Gardens backing on to paddock land * epc Rating d 


Fartbinghoe, Northants Guide Price £226,000 

Cottage * 2 Bedrooms * 1st Floor Bathroom * Living Room 
with Oak Floor & Stove * Kitchen * Small Garden, epc Rating d 


01280 701001 

post@ maci ntyers. co.u k www. maci ntye rs .co .u k 
Hartley Houser 29 Market Place. Brackley, NhJ13 7AB 


Brackley, Northants Guide Price £225,000 

Stone Mid Terrace Cottage *Sittjng Room * Dining Area * 
_^ ^ Kitchen * 3 Bedrooms * Enclosed Rear Garden epc Rating e 

Specialists in the 


Sale and Letting of Quality 
Town and Village Homes 


AILA 


rightmove COluR 


Flinton-ln-The-Hedges, Northants Guide Price £475,000 

*Living Room * Separate Dining Room * Kitchen/Breakfast 
Room * Family Room/Study & Utility Room * Garage/ 
Workshop with Generous Off Road Parking* epc Rating tba 


Halse, 

Istorthamptonshire 


Guide Price £475,000 


Situated in the popular hamlet of 
Halse, 2.5 miles from Brackley, a 
deceptively spacious 4 Bedroom 
detached house in good size, well 
landscaped gardens, with open views 
to the rear, an attached garage and 
good off road parking. The property, 
which has a bedroom and adjacent 
office on the ground floor, next to the 
utility room, could easily be adapted to 
accommodate an elderly relative. 

















































































ankerandpartners.co.uk 

01295 271414 

Sales 

Chartered Surveyors | Valuers | Estate Agents | Lettings and Management ! Auctioneers 



SHOTTESWELL £575,000 


A CKARMiiMG DETACHED GRADE LISTED TCriAGE 'LIU ^ 
GOOD SIZED GARDEN AND LARGE GARAGE JTB J;:„C I T-j N AG 
ATTRACTIVE VIU AGE SETTING 



DEDDINGTON £399,950 

A bP/,^ PERIOD -l-OTTAGE wITH A HEALTH CF C-'ARACTER 
LG GATED VvALKIPs?G DISTANCE CF ALL AfVEN! nES ’SM THIS 

:L^ASE BET'VEEN OXFORD AND BA.NBiJRY 


I Hall I Sitting room | Dining room | Kitchen | Cloakroom/shower 
room I Three bedrooms [ Bathroom Central heating [ Plenty 
of parking | Double garage and workshop with studio above | 
Existing garage with potential/pianning permission for provision 
of new kitchen/breakfast room and fourth bedroom | About 1/5 
acre | 



I Hall I Sitting room | Dining room | Study | Kitchen/breakfast 
room Cloakroom Three double bedrooms | Bathroom 
Gardens | Double glazing | Central heating | Energy rating D 



SHENINGTON Guide price £650,000 

A RARE OPPORTUNITY TO ACQUIRE A DE~AC5 lED STONE BUTT 
BUNGALOW WITH A LOVELY TV'»/0 BEDROOMED ANNEXE IN THIS 
SOUGHT AFTER NORTH OXFORDSHIRE VILLAGE 

I Large halt | Sitting room | Large kitchen/dining room 
Playroom/study | Conservatory | Master bedroom with en-suite 
shower room | Three further bedrooms | Family bathroom 
I Large utility | Annexe: Spacious sitting room | Kitchen | 
Conservatory | Two bedrooms | Wet room [ Extensive off road 
parking to front | Large garden backing onto fields | 

Energy rating E [ 


BLOXHAM 


£375,000 


'Hi 


■ i > 


THREE DEJROOMED 3'Y: FROFTTC SEMI DETACHED 
!■; which has EXTE:TD“r: /'FiQ GR-ATtY improved. 
oCAi r, OK THIS ! DTT F-t -x ■ rCYi;- THIS MObT 

'OPULA.R and W-LI S!-Hv 5: J \ i L- 


I Entrance hallway | Sitting room Extended dining foonn opening 
onto a well fitted kitchen | Utility room | Three good sized 
bedrooms Extended luxurious bathroom | uPVC double glazing 
I Gas central heating Single garage Off road car parking | 
Beautifully landscaped rear garden extending to over 250' in 
length | No onward chain 
Energy rating D | 


31-32 High Street | Banbury | OX' 
post@ankerandpartners,co,uk 

-ei: j!?‘ioii bLiill o;! tiust 



























an kerandpartners.co.uk 

01295 271414 


Lettings 


Chartered Surveyors | Valuers | Estate Agents ! Lettings and Management Auctioneers 



□EDDINGTON 

■ £itoo pcy 

n -hJVt 3PrtL-iCL-S DETACHED FOUR 3EU- 
ROC-^30 HOUSE SITUATES IMA VERY PGPUUP 
VVELLSERVEU VA' :^GF 3CIJTH OF BANBURY 
Porch I Hallway | Cloakroom | Large study.-'second 
reception room | Lounge | Dining room Kitchen 
breakfast room j Utility room | Four double bedrooms 
I Family bathroom Shower room Good sized easily 
managed garden surrounding Double garage : 

Off street parking for several cars 
Energy rating G 

Unfurnished ~ Available Immedtately 



BALSCOTE 


* £1175 PCM 

n S.-^AG10US 'I’HREE BEDROOWiED DETACHED 
HOUSE OFFERIfTG VERSATILE ACCOMVICDATICiM 
SET IN AM ELEVATEn POSrTIOM ::^J THIS 
FiCTURESGUE -JlLLAGETO THE MORTH WEST 
or BANBURY 

Kitchen /dining room with Rayburn | Lounge with 
ingle no ok fireplace : Utility room/cloakroom | Office/ 
occasional room | Two double bedrooms and single 
bedroom all with fitted wardrobes [ Newty fitted family 
ba hroom i Off sireet parking for several cars' 

Pretty landscaped gardens and garage 
Unfurnished - Available Immediately 



LAPSLEY DRIVE 

* £925 PCM 

A"hREE B EC ROOMED DETACHED HOUSE 
LOCATED ON THIS J^^OPULAR DEVELOPMENT 
THE nort; : of 2,anbury 
H allway j Lounge | Dining room Kitchen with 
Integrated white goods j Cloakroom i Master bedroom 
with en-sulte and dressing area [ Further double 
bedroom ' Single bedroom ! Family ba hroom 
Garage: Gardens to front and rear | Garage and off 
street parking 
Energy Rating C 

Unfurnished - Available Mid May 2014 



Landlords - We ars an ebuibllstied Letting Agency with over 50 years combined ejrjieriBnce- 
Wb currently require ail types of property in all locations to add to our register 


FOR LETTING 


Services are tailored to meet Individual client reqglrementi?- Our fees are competitive. 




BODiCOTE 


BODICOTE 



THE HAWTHORNS 


* £995 PCM 

A VERY WELL PRESENTED. SPACIOUS THREE 
BED ROOMED SEMI DETAC.-ED HOUSE 
LOCATED ON THE OUTSKIRTS OF THIS 

POPJJUR 'ALLACF TO THE SOUTH O- BANBU: " 
1 Hallway | Lounge j Large Kitcherv'dining room ..'fam- 

Ify room | Utility room | Two double bedrooms | One 
single bedroom Family bathroom | Large enclosed 
rear garden | Garden to front | Garage | Off street 
parking 

Energy rating D 

Unfurnished - Available Immediately 


* £S95PCM 

A^rt‘AC’rA'LiS REE BEDRuCi'3?^Lj SEMI DF- 
T.AGHLO HOUSE SfTUATED IN THIS OESERABlE 
^■^■LLAOE TOUT'-' TAN^'.IRV 
Halfway | Lounge | Fitted kitchen ] Double bedroom/ 
dining room Shower room Two further double bed¬ 
rooms I Family bathroom Gardens to front and rear; 
Garage and off street parking | 

Energy rating C 


Unfurnished - Available end April 2014 


' £750 PCM 

rt TPACIOUb iWO BED ROOMED TO.^ FlOOR 
fUa LOO .ATE D TO THE SOUTH OF BANBURY 
V^/ITHIN CLOSE PROxSMiT'^ OF THE HORTON 
HOSPITAL..-ND SAINSBL'F SI.IPERMARKET 
I Entrance Hail | KItehen/dInIng room | Lounge | Dou¬ 
ble bedroom | Spacious single bedroom Good sized 
ba hroom | Over 55s only | Rental price Includes gas^ 
electricity and water | 

Energy Rating C 

Unfurnished - Available Immediately 


THE PROFESSIONAL LETTING AGENTS- TALK TO US FIRST 


31-32 High Street | Banbury | 0X16 5ER 
post@ankerandpartners.co.uk 

A reputation built on trust and experience 


























Best kn&u/n f&r BBC*s Gardeners 
Question Time, Stepfan Buezacki 
reveals some of his favourite things in 
a chat to Peter Jones, 

ne of the common traits amongst 
the people 1 have l>een chatting 
with in this series is the enormous 
amount of enthusiasm they have; 
not only what we know them for, but all 
the other things they get involved with. 

This month’s guest is no exception, 

I am chatting with horticultarist, 
broadcaster and writer^ Professor Stefan 
Buczachi in his study at his beautiful 
home near Stratford upon Avon. 

He is best known for being a past 
chairman off BBC Radio 4 Gardeners’ 
Question Time (GQT), but, as 1 
discovered there is so much more to him 
than that. 

I asked him what bought him to our part 
of the world? 

“I was bought up in a little village in 
Derbyshire. My parents had no car and 
we had never travelled and I was 
determined to get as far away as 1 could 
when the opportunity arose” 

“I grew up in the country, the countryside 
is in my blood and veins, and at school 
had a great interest in natural history. 
Initially 1 studied zoology, but all you did 
was look at pictures of animals so 1 
switched to botany where at least you 
handled the plants” 

University then came calling and his 
desire to get as far aw^ay as possible led 
to a choice between the universities of 
Newcastle or Southampton. 

Southampton won and it was there that 
he gained a first class honours degree in 
botany before moving up to Oxford 
where he completed his PhD in Forest 
Science at Lin acre College. 


PETER JONES 

Stefan Buezacki 

horticultarist. broadcaster and writer 


“I really enjoyed my time in Oxford; I 
found the place so cosmopolitan and 
int el lectual ly s t i mu lati ng. ” 

His first job in 1971 took him across the 
Four Shires to the National Vegetable 
Research Station at Welles bourne in 
Warwickshire. Here he worked on many 
projects including the definitive work on 
the cause of club root in brassicas. 

Whilst there he became involved in 
broadcasting through Alan Gemmell of 
Leeds, then presenter of GQT and 
became a regular panel member. His first 
broadcast came from the Birmingham 
Botanical Cardens in Edgbaston. As well 
as giving talks to gardeners clubs, this 
was also the early stages of his writing 
career. 

All of this he had to do in his spare time, 
as technically he was a civil servant. But 
in 19S4 he left full time employment. 

^'We now had a family and had tripled our 
mortgage. To become a freelance author 
and broadcaster at this time might, to 
some, have seemed a little foolish” 

was always able to write, I had won 
English prizes at school”, and this, no 
doubt, has helped him on his way to 
becoming one of this country’s biggest 
selling gardening authors with almost 60 
titles to his name. His first book, Collins 
Guide to the Pests, Diseases and 
Disorders of Garden Plants remained the 
standard reference work for over 30 years 

Not frightened of speaking his mind, his 
time with GQT came to an end with a 
change of producer. At the time he 
wrote: “The programme was sold off in 
1994 to an independent producer who 
forgot the wise old adage - ^if it aint 
broke don’t fix it’ and they made too 
many clumsy changes to the programme’. 

True to the showbiz world in which the 
new^ producer felt the programme 
belonged, it began to visit ridiculous 
venues such as an Underground Station 
and a nudist colony.” 

He was also critical of changes to TV’s 
gardeners world and other garden make 
over programmes, so he was somewhat 
amused when he was a\varded a lifetime 
achievement award by the Guild of 
Garden Writers, 

We chatted about the many gardens he 
has visited not just in this country but 


also abroad, I know which is his 
favourite but will keep that to myself so 
as not as to upset the others. 

As I said earlier, he is a prolific writer, 
not just in the field he is best knowm for 
but also in socio-political biography — 
his highly acclaimed Churchill study 
'Churchill & ChartwelF was described 
by the International Churchill Center in 
Washington DC as: 'a thoroughly 
indispensable standard work, as 
important for the library of any serious 
Churchill student as the memoirs of 
close associates’. 

My favorite book of his is the Collins 
Fungi Guide, the most complete guide 
to the mushrooms and toadstools of 
Britain and Ireland, We spoke about our 
mutual appreciation of Italian Chef 
Antonio Carluccio, another expert in 
the world of fungi. 

My time with him was coming to an end 
so I asked him how he relaxed? He 
pointed to a picture of a beautihil, 
powder blue, jaguar XK150 which he has 
restored. He enjoys salmon fishing on 
the River Wye, is an Associate of The 
Royal Photographic Society and was 
about to depart for two weeks as guest 
lecturer on a Canary Island bound cruise. 

Before I left he gave me a quick tour 
around his garden, which as you would 
expect, is immaculate. He is involved 
with the nearby Pershore College and 
each week two students spend a day with 
him as part of their course. They receive 
his knowledge and in return he gets help 
in the garden, 

I asked him what his favorite tree or 
shrub was and he enlightened me on the 
beaut)=' of the larch, although his 
immediate concern was that the frost 
might have just kissed the apricot 
blossom. 

So there we are. Professor Stefan 
Buezacki is a fascinating and interesting 
man. Oh, I forgot to mention his passion 
for Derby Porcelain and in this litigious 
age he is also spending more and more 
time as an ^expert witness’. 

For nearly 30 years Stefan has worked as 
an expert witness successfully assisting 
clients, lawyers and insurers in the fields 
of botany, horticulture mycology, 
algology, plant pathology and garden 
design/ landscaping! 
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The Kassain Stadium was abuzz^ the 
champagne flowed and everywhere one 
looked smiling faces adorned the crowd, as 
London Welsh captain Jonathan Mills lifted 
the Championship trophy high into the 
Oxford night sky. 

Just moments earlier the Exiles had 
completed their Championship final victory 
over Cornish Pirates - winning both legs of 
the final. There had never been a night like 
it in the recent history of the club - a night 
at the Kassam to make the hairs on the back 
of your neck stand on end, and provide 
enough memories to last a lifetime. 



Remaining professional will certainly take 
some beating for the club and its 
supporters, but 2014 could be an equally 
big year for Welsh. Play-off place secured, a 
two-legged Greene Ring IPA Championship 
semi-final aw^aits for the Exiles in May, with 
hopefully a two-legged final to come, as 
Justin BurnelPs side look to recreate that 
glorious evening at the Kassam! 


top: Daniel Broume 
scores against London 
Scottish; above: the 
London Welsh pack: 
inset: bead coach 
Justin Burnell 
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OPEN 
GOLF DAY 

Monday 26th May 
enjoy a round ofgolf forfree 
call us to book tee time 

.aTa. 

THE 

GOLF SHOP 

AT RYE HILL 


golf professional 

expen help and guidance 
from our on-site qualified 
PGA professional 

ping authorised 
custom fitting 

and specialist fitting days 

repair serv^ice 

full in-house repairs 

golf clothing 

iimterproof &: imnter clothings 
shoeSf shirts & jumpers 

golf halls 

including Bridgestone^ Taylor 
Made^ Titleistj Srixon 




RYE HILL GOLF CLUB 

01295 721 818 

WWW.RYEHILL.GO.uk/OPEN-DAY 
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Peter Jones gets lost in search of 
Stratfor^d,.. and almost missed the 
turn to Epwell as welly such are 
his map treading skills. But help 
was at hand in the shape of a 
good drink - the distant aroma 
of the Chandlers Arms was sure 
to brin^ our wanderer in! 


ni^sier. We stop to talk to a couple of 
donkeys but they opt ou t of joining us. , 

j I . " i' 

-'.^Th^ footpath starts again on the other ■ 
of the road, which is the county' ,1 
boundary. This takes us through a sniali | 
fYi^vood and when we emerge the other side, 
we stop to take.in another fabulous F&ur 
: ShtresW^yv across the valley towards 
Brailes/ To our left is an isolated thatched 
cottage in what is a spectacular position. 

' As we walk slightly dow^nhill we can see 
_f^yur goal, Winderton, writh its distinctive 
^ 'Church below us. Ne^ly all the land w^e 
^^ill now be walking on belongs to Lord 
Northampton and is fanned by his tenants, 
^vho, from the'look of the hedges and 
fences obviously care about what they' do. 

After |ust a few' hundred yards a stik .- 
appears to our left wliere the footpath ^id 
bridlew'aysplit. Although both end up in 
Winderton^ the footpath is arrow straight 
across two or three fields. One full of 
skylarks, another recently ploughed, w'hich 
made walking tough before turning into an 
old mediaeval cart track which in turn 
reaches the road just below the village. 

The bridleway is only slightly longer and 
again ends just a little way below the 
footpath. If you take this route you pass a 
massive derelict barn: Hill Barn - as usual 
this drove architect Roger wild as his 
brain went into overdrive with the 
possibilities for it. 

Winderton is dominated by the very solid 
Looking church of St Peter and Paul which 
was built of the local stone as recently as 
IS78. It was a bit of an effort to climb up 
to it and sadly it was locked when we 
reached it but well w'orth the views. 


ast month 1 promised that we would the north w'est of Banbury - almost on the 
be discovering hidden Stratford upon county' boundary. 

Avon. Unfortunately it was so well 
4 hidden we failed to find it! 


As many of you w'ill appreciate, we have 
had the odd mishap with our map reading 
skills and Epwell is not the easiest place to 
find. Even armed with the latest GPS 
technology', the latest OS maps and advice 
from Sir Ranulph Fiennes we still missed 
the turn into the village. 

The village is a walkers' paradise. There 
are at least seven footpaths and bridleways 
that either start or pass through it. We 
picked up one, just up from the pub 
marked to ‘The Warren\ 


This year sees the 450tb birthday on the 
23 rd April of William Shakespeare and 
many celebrations and events are planned 
in the town to celebrate. 


Our plan is to go next month when they 
will still be in full swing. 

This month we still dipped our toes into 
Warw'ickshire, discovering a couple of 
bidden jewels, our usual bibulous views, a 
church steeple without a church, and as is 
becoming a habit we end up in a great 
pub with a bottle of red! 


The ground has dried out in recent 
weeks and this well marked footpath 
passes through several fields before 
arriving at the White House crossroads. 
Thankfully there are no stiles but plenty 
of pedestrian gates which makes life 


Over the past few years 1 never fail to be 
surprised by what the Four Shires has to 
offer and this walk was no exception. Our 
starting point was the village of Epwell to 









Winder ton Is a small hamlet with some 
lovely properties, a red telephone box and 
several working farms. Recent changes in 
planning legislation has made it easier for 
farmers to convert redundant buildings 
into housing and architect Roger was now 
bouncing up and down like a rubber ball 
mentally converting the farmyards into 
bijou court}'ard developments. 

We stopped and spoke with one of the 
farmers, w^ho, whilst he wouldn't sell us his 
barns, filled us tn wdrh lors of local history. 

The road out of the village leads us to a 
T-junction where w^e make a small 
diversion and turn left down to 
Compton Wynyates. It is one of the 
finest Tudor houses in the country and is 
the home to Lord Northampton. Whilst 
he is a very nice chap the number of 
PRIVATE signs and the threat of 
prosecution ar the cop of his drive keeps 
us firmly to the right side of the fence, 
for a change. Indeed even glimpsing the 
house through the trees is difficult. 

Just sticking up above the skyline opposite 
we see the top of a church steeple, which is 
a bit of a mystery as there is no village or 
church on our map! What w^e are looking 
at is Compton Pike. This Is a grade II 
listed building from the 16th Cenrury. It 
served as part of the beacon sysrem 
covering the country to give warning of 
the Spanish Armada. 

A little further down the hill on our right 
is another well marked footpath that 
follows another mediaeval cart track that 


rakes you up to Tysoe windmill. 

However w^e opt out and retrace 
our steps back along the road all 
the way to the White House 
crossroads. 

We descend back down into 
Epw'ell to discover the village. 

With a population of just under 
300 it is beautifully maintained 
with some stunning properties. 

However^ wiien I dallied in estate 
agency back in rhe very early 70s 
ir w^as almost impossible to give 
properties away here. 

As we. w^alk into the village w^e 
pause to admire some classic 
hedge laying. Aubrietia is 
everywherej as are primroses and 
the last of the daffodils which 
this year have been spectacular. 

Tw'o huge dogs... not real...guard 
one of the cottages, rhe owner lets 
me take a photograph but I nearly 
jump out of my skin when they 
start barking. How'ever, this Is a 
dog resident in the house rather 
than one of my stationary mates. 

■St Annes church Is weJl worth 
popping in to although you 
cannot fail to notice the war memortaJ 
that looks down on to the village. Even a 
little village like this lost six people in 
the tw'o World Wars. 

It may surprise you but I am not heavily 
into needle point, but ''The Spirit of 


Right, it is time for a bottle of red! The 
Chandlers Arms in the village is under 
new ownership and after a major 
refurbishment has recently reopened. 
Indeed I was so comfortable I also 
enjoyed a glass of a cheeky little rose to 
w'ash down my squid and guacamole. Si 




Epw'eir is a 'must see’. Every house in the 
village has been reproduced and stitched 
together into one massive w^all hanging. 

The churchyard has been designated a 
sanctuary for wildlife. Many of the plants 
in Ir are now rare in Oxfordshire and the 
churchyard is managed to benefit wd Id life. 
Parrs are left unmown until the plants have 
seeded and provided food and shelter for 
the insects and birds that depend on rhem. 


yet again we have stunning countryside all 
wdthin ten minutes of Banbury Cross. 

There are two great villages, a great pub 
and great view's. The weather w'as superb 
and when it is as good as this why do we 
need to go aw'ay... it is all there just on 
our doorstep. 

Next month we will definitely find hidden 
Stratford, we may even gate crash a Bill 
Shakespeare birthday party. ^ 
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f you have a pond and a compost heap in your garden or 
ailotmeut, you may be lucky enough to be host to grass 
snakes. Their Latin name, “Natrix”, which means 
■L “swimmer” is more apt because grass snakes spend much 
of their time in the water and their preferred diet is fish and 
amphibia^ Grass snakes are grey with discrete black bars 
along the Hanks and are easily distinguished from the adder, 
the only poisonous snake that you might encounter in the 
Four Shires. Adders have an unmistakable zigzag pattern 
along the back as well as less distinct blotches on the side 
and in contrast to the grass snake prefer an open, dry 
environment. 

The female grass snake, who is bigger than the male and 
grows to a length of a metre or so, may, in spring, find 
herself entertaining several suitors at once, the whole group 
writhing about in a ^Snatiug ball” until one of the males 
successfully mates. Oval white eggs that are about the 
diameter of a two pound coin are usually laid in June in 
clutches of up to forty. This is where the compost heap comes 
in. Incubation takes 2-3 months and a warm, moist 
unexposed place is required - a pile of compost or manure is 
ideal and the hatchlings, which are about a handspan in 
length, will emerge in August or September. 

At first the youngsters eat insects, worms and baby frogs, but 
when adult, grass snakes will grasp fully grown frogs from 
behind with their back'ward facing teeth and will swallow 
them live and whole. They generally only feed every two or 


three weeks and during the breeding season both sexes rarely 
eat at all. Grass snakes can live as long as nine years or so 
and as they grow they become too big for their skin and shed 
it in one piece, often several times a year. This inside-out 
cast-off skin is called a slough and in the case of the grass 
sjiake is semi-translucent and devoid of markings. 

As winter approaches, grass snakes, like other reptiles whose 
body temperatures are governed by that of the environment, 
slow down and will hibernate, often in large groups. They 
may return to the compost heap or gather under tree roots or 
in a disused rabbit burrow. 

Grass snakes aren^t poisonous: they have no fangs and no 
venom and they don’t constrict. If you accidentally disturb 
one its most likely reaction is to try to escape, but if cornered 
the 'worst it might do is to eject a foul smelling liquid from 
its anal gland. It may even try playing dead! 

The grass snake's habitat has diminished over recent decades, as 
have the numbers of their prey, so there are fewer grass snakes 
in the wild. They are a listed as subjects of a UK Biodiversity 
Action Plan, and gardens and allotments may provide the key 
to their survival. Fortunately they are still fairly common in the 
Faur Shires^ Let's hope it stays that way* 
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Ve been gardening now For more years than I care to 
remember, but it never ceases to amaze me how from 
that dismal post Christmas garden, mother nature 
manages to transform that muddy patch into 
something magical to look at in a matter of weeks. 

As spring progresses, the annual miracle^ starts off 
slowly with little blooms and hlossoms, and then 
gradually gathers speed as the growing gets into gear. 
Suddenly the garden is bursting into life and leaf 
everywhere you look and by now the outdoors is the 
place you most want to be. Spring is definitely the most 
rewarding time of the year for both gardeners and 
onlookers alike. 

Of course 1 can’t let the month of May go by without the 
annual hints on colourful baskets and containers. The 
method is so well known by now I wont bother to 
enlarge - but maybe a little advice on colour and design 
is in order. 

Our U.K. ‘seasons^ are clearly defined and what better 
way to mark the changes than with beautiful pot and 
container displays. 

Be bold and brash with a 'red hot^ display of brilliant 
reds and oranges with zinnias, tagetes and combine with 




the striking leaves of coleous and you^ll have a Rery 
display which will last until autumn. Pinch out the 
growing tips of the coleous to maintain a bushy habit. 

Blue and white always looks cool in summer and a 
favourite of mine is the blue and white striped petunia 
'stars and 5tripes\ Soften the edge with both blue and 
white trailing lobelia and the blue brachycome. Always 
pack the plants in, when you think youVe enough, pop 
in just one more For maximum effect, but be sure to 
apply a high potash liquid feed once a week 
throughout summer. 

Another 'cooling’ theme can be obtained with a mass of 
the ferny foliage, topped by white daisy flowers, of 

argyran them um. Silver 
leaved companions 
provide edging with 
primrose coloured 
petunia trailing over 
the sides. Keep the 
daisy Rowers 
deadheaded and you'll 
get a second 'Rush' 
later in the summer. 
There are two basic 
rules for a 'successfur 
display that will last 
throughout summer 
- always feed and water 
well - your plants will 
love you for it! 





Greenleaf 

Farm Shop & Nursery 

A423 between Southam and Ladbroke 

• Wide selection of Roses 

• Herbaceous Perennials; old favourites 
& new introductions 

i1 






815287 


Banbury Road, Southam, Warwickshire CV47 2BL 
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WHERE THIMGS FOR YOUR GARDEN 
WON'T COST THE EARTH 



At the Garden Lover's Garden Centre 



• Conifers • Roses • Trees • 

• Shrubs • Herbaceous Plants * 

• Compost • Peat Grow Bags • 

• Garden Sundries • 


Open Bank Holiday Mondays 

Open six days a week: 

Tue - Sat 9ann - 5 JOpm 
Sundays 10 JOam - 430pm 



/FAftNEORCUGH 

GARDER; CENTRE 


lAKBUI 


CHIPPING moat™ 


LEAMING1DMSPA 


DAVENTHy 


EiTRATFDflD UFOPJ 




on A432 Southam 
Road, Nr Farnborough, 
Banbury, 0X17 1 EL 

Tel: (01295} 690479 


HEAVEN SCENT? 

Their intoxicating scent is a feature of the traditional English 
cottage garden at^d earned them their delightful name. 

Now the sweet pea, whose Latin name lathyrus odoratus 
means ^delicate pleasures’, has been rated Britain's best 
scented summer Bower. A spokesman of the National Sweet 
Pea Society said he was not surprised, TVe been growing 
sweet peas since 1969 and was attracted to them precisely 
because of their fragrance' he said. 

‘They are very easy to grow^ and fill your garden with a 
beautiful scent. Although they do not last long in vases,, you 
can go out and cut more. The more you cut, the more you get' 

Sweet peas arrived in Britain when a Sicilian monk sent seeds 
to a Middlesex schoolmaster to cultivate. Their name comes 
from the Greek lathyros, for pea, and the Latin word for 
fragrant - odoratus. 

There’s still time to plant out your sweet peas, if you haven't 
already done so - remember to pinch out the main growing 
tip to encourage bushier growth I 



BLOCKED DRAIN? Call 



Drain Services 


ALL TYPES OF BLOCKAGES UNDERTAKEN DOMESTIC RETAIL 

COMMERCIAL INDUSTRIAL 

TOILETS ‘ EATK5 • SINKS ■ dRiNALS * SHOWERS * GULLIES » 
UmUS ■ GREASE TRAPS 

CCTV sunvcys tanker service GULLV EypTVING HIGH PRESSURE 

WATER JETTING SPECIALISTS 

GENUINE 24 HOUR 7 DAY SERVICE 

APPRQVED gONTRACTORS TO SEVERAL LOQAL AUTHORITIES 

OVER 25 YEARS EXPERIENCE 


PHONE 01295 758303 
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ajious celebrity cbets and a moie 
>nsclous society, not since the war 
35 vegetable production been so 
Ian As the Jamie Oliver effects 
ntinues to gtow^ and more gardeners 
turn their talents to producing their 
own food for better flavour and 
better health, sales of vegetable 
seeds continue to outstrip those 
of flowers. Last year there was a 7% 
increase in the sales of veggie seeds 
this year looks like having a similar 
big seed companies. The popular 
varieties are fairly conventional vegetables, Indicating that the Jamie 
Oliver effect is continuing and people are growing their own food for 
improved taste^ health benefits and a degree of self satisfaction. 


JG VEG 




PHOTOGRAPHIC RECORD 


THE WORMS' TURN 


1 Spring-flowering bulbs being at their peak, 
^ ~ ifs a good time to admire dieir 

performance, but make a note of any 
areas that dont quite live up to 
expectation or gaps in the display. 
Taking photographs is always a good 
idea - by autumn ids difficult to remember 
just what the garden looked like in springl 


If you haven t room for a compost 
heap, worry not, help is at hand 
in the form of a wormery. 


It can be positioned outside the 
kitchen door and takes up no 
more space than a wheelie bin - its 
fun and educational for the children 
and an excellent way of getting rid 
of compostable waste. Once 
established, a wormery should 
be able to deal with all the 
kitchen waste from a * 
family of four, transforming it into rich compost with a useful 
liquid fertiliser as a by product. Wornieries are available from most 
good garden centres (but not in a tin like this picture!) 


BRUCE HOPKINS LTD 



DooiMtie £f Comiiterclal 
Groundcswe Mactitnery 



SaleSf Service, Span Farts 
HOOTIA. 



Shenintftmi AirBeld Tel:Of IPS M0711 
JeS lleanc 07SM 74 a 7 U 


©Husqvarna 


HAYTER 


E! 





Time to fill your 
pots, baskets 
and borders! 


Barn Farm Plants 


Open seven days a week www,barrtfarmplantsxo.uk 


! .ardy Garden Plants 
^ Basket & Bedding 

DI ante Grew'fl ofl s/te for 

• I a 11 lO sup^fior qu^iity 

^ Pots, Compost plus 
all you’ll need for 
your garden! 

Garden Fumitur& Showroom 

D&monalf&thns, craft e^nts and 
v^rerkshop^. throughout fhe year... 

« Jiouse 

r A r F 



Byfield Shop Open Boddington Rd, Byfield, 
Mon - Fri: Gam- Spur N'hamptonshire, NN11 6FL 
S at: 8 a m -12.30p m y^\-_ 01 327 264844 



IM JohimDffrf 


• 122cm cutting width 
;:h, side discharge 
m/h forward speed 
3 petrol engine V-Twin 



• 51cm cutting width 

• Steel deck 

• Single Speed 3.6km/h 

• 3.5hp petrol engine 


FREE 

Local Delivery 

2 Year 

Warranty 


_i_c_ im 

visit UUI SE IUIJ' IWI . i.x, nKn’wnaan ijssns ~i 

TfSiTooH 

STIHL vIking 
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BLENHEIM PALACE FLOWER 
SHOW TICKETS NOW ON SALE! 

Friday 20th -Sunday 22nd June 
at Blenheim Palace 

GRAND FLORAL PAVILION 

SHOW GARDENS 

INDOOR AND OUTDOOR 

SHOPPING 

PLANT VILLAGE 

HOME AND COUNTRY 

LIVING 

FESTIVAL OF FOOD AND 
DRINK 

MONTY DON 

Lead presenter on the BBC Flagship 
programme Gardeners WorJdT Monty 
Don is among the UKs favourite and 
most respected. Gardeners. See Monty 
Don in the Gardening Theatre on 
Friday 20th June. 

JOE SWIFT 

Joe is no stranger to Flower Shows 
and will be happy to answer any 
land-scape design questions you may 
have. See Joe Swift in the Gardening 
Theatre on Saturday 21sr June. 


FRANCES TOPHILL 

Meet the ITV s "Love Your Garden’ 
presenter Frances Tophill who hopes 
to encourage people to get more our 
of their gardenSj whatever space they 
have. See Frances Tophill In the Gar¬ 
dening Theatre on Saturday 21 st June. 

CHARLIE DIMMOCK 

The 'Queen of Water Featu res’ 
Charlie Dimmock will be available 
for Q&As alongside Ground force 
co-star Tommy Walsh on Sunday 
22nd June in the Gardening Theatre. 

For more information visit; 

\v\v\v. b len he i m flow^ershow. co. ii k 



FN PILE & SONS 


AGRICULTURAL AND HORTICULTURAL ENGINEERS, SALES AND SERVICE 







STtHL 


VIKING 


Quolity wood 
burning and 
multi'fuel stoves 
available in 
cast iron and 
steel, plus a 
huge range of 
accessories 


AGA 


Seeing is believing. 

We are the newly 
appointed local dealer 
for the EIESIA range of 
professional lawncare 
equipment 


Garden Tractor range 


CAST JItON MOV Li 


Honda Lawn & Garden 
range including mowers, 
tillers and brushcutters 


Stihl and Viking range of 
professional & domestic, 
equipment Including ' 
the Lithium-ion Range 


FIR TREE FARM, WARMINGTON, BAN&URT, 0X17 IJLTEL: 012^5 211790 MON - FRl 8.00 - S.OO SAT: 8.30 - 2.00 WWW^FNPILE.CO.UK 
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AND THEY'RE OUT! 


Flatulent cows and bees that are spoiling for a 
swarm... but at least the lambs are out, so perhaps 
George Fenetnore will just about survive the montk 
without a total DEFRA meltdown... or perhaps not! 


NTRYMAN 


hey are out. No, sadly not the 
I ' mandarkis of DEFRA., but the old 
dears from the lambing bants. After 
-i.- one of the longest incarcerations that 
I can remember, vve have at the end of 
March finally been able to start turning out 
the ewes and lambs into the grass paddocks. 
Believe It or not they have a “nice bite” to 
go at, and if the weather gods keep smiling, 
we may even get some of them back on to 
the river meadows before this is off the 
printing press. 

Just as last year the blackthorn "winter” 
seems set to be a bit of a “damp squib” 
with the late March cold snap being almost 
non-existent. Not that I am grumbling, as 
a cold blackthorn winter snap would have 
had devastating effects on the bees. Due to 
the vet}' mild winter the queens have been 
“on with the job” since the start of 
February and all of the hives have built up 
large brood nests with most of the hives 
already having some honey in the supers. 

As soon as lambing finished ids now full 
steam ahead to get the hives sorted out 
before the old dears get it into their heads 
that it is time to start swarming. However, 
it s better that way than having to start 
the spring with weak, diminished stocks 
that cannot take advantage of the oil seed 
rape as it comes into flower. 

Although we have experienced one of the 
wettest winters on record it has been very 
mild, with little or no frost and cettainly 
not enough ice to “carry a duck”. It seems 
that spring has sprung at least a month 
earlier than normal and our winter sown 
crops of oilseed rape are leading the race 
to be the first crop of honey to be 
collected this year. As the willow and 
other trees on the^arm are only now just 


starting to wake up it will be interesting 
to see which the bees prefer - the pollen 
and nectar from the trees or that from the 
oilseed rape? Whatever happens we will 
get a nice blend of the two. 

After the very difficult weather conditions 
that have affected many parts of the world 
over the last few months, it seems the 
climate change gurus have at long last 
realised that the predicted changes to our 
climate will have big effects on our ability 
to produce enough food to feed the 
growing population. To that end, one 
group of experts are working to produce a 
new type of grass that will help reduce 
bovine gaseous emissions (flatulent cows) 
wftile another group of scientists from 
Nottingham University are attempting to 
breed a low-methane cow! 

Yet another group from the University of 
Southampton have come up with a 
'so-called’ new product called 'Biochaf. It 
seems thar this 'new producf is essentially 
charcoal produced from wood burnt at 
high temperature in a kiln. This new 
product is than added to the sod at the rate 
of 50 tonnes per hectare per year. Now, I 
w^as not a studious schoolboy, but 1 
seem to remember something about the 
fact that it was live 
trees that 

sequestered carbon 

from the air, not burnt 

ones! They also claim that 

adding "“Blochar” increases soil fertility. 

Now this time they might be on to 

something, but sadly their expensive 

research is a little out of date as the slash 

and burn method of crop growing has been 

in use in many parts of the world for 

thousands of years! 

' ■ '■ 



After the recent biblical flood, climate 
change is once again at the top of the 
political agenda, with the prophets of 
doom predicting all manner of world 
conflicts over the diminishing resources. 

We are being told that crop yields will 
need to double in the next 30 years to feed 
the growing population. One thing that 
seems to have been forgotten is that to 
grow food crops you need land. This is an 
ever diminishing resource. House building, 
solar farms and anaerobic digestion plants 
need vast amounts of land. Pressure from 
the ‘Green Taliban’ and the woodland trust 
who want to plant large areas of woodland 
to commemorate the fallen in the last two 
world wars, and the EU regulations to 
incorporate bio ethanol means food 
producing land in this country is 
disappearing very quickly. What land we 
have left in 30 year’s time will need to be 
five times as productive as it is today! 

Ho hum, what a mess; I just wonder if 
anyone has thought that it would make 
more sense to put the solar panels on the 
new houses that are being built rather than 
in open countryside? ^ 



65 
















tir cokfmnist, George 
Fenemore, often ttfrites 
about his beekeeping 
activities but this months 
Niehy Smith from the British 
Beekeepers Association (BBKA) 
looks at the history of beekeeping 
and hoii! we can help these and 
other important pollinators. 

The father of modern beekeeping 
The hisrory of beekeeping can 
be ri’aced back over 15,000 
years, wirli rhe earliest beehives 
being formed using objects 
including hollowed pieces of 
wood, pottery vessels and 
woven straw basketsj known as 
skeps. Beekeeping saw a 
resurgence during rhe war 
when the Ministry of Food 
offered every household which 
kept bees an allowance of 15lbs 
of sugar a year. With a well 
managed hive then abJe to 


the preserve of amareurs. The 
National Bee Farmers 
Association defines a bee 
farmer as someone w'ho has 
more than forty hives, while 
each member of the BBAK has 
on average six bee hives. 

Pollination is vital for our 
food supply with one In three 
mourhfuls of the food we eat 
requiring pollination, and 
honey bees are one of the most 
important pollinators not only 
because there are so many of 
them, but also because they 
are one of the earliest 
pollinarors on the wing in 
spring. However a recent 
survey from Reading 
Universit}^ has highlighted rhe 
shortage of honey bees across 
Europe, noting insufficient 
honey bees for crop 
polJlnafion in 22 of the 
countries studied, with Britain 
one of those most affected. 

Declining bee populations 
Lack of forage, pesticides and 
disease could all be affecting 
the population of honey bees 
and other pollinators such as 
butterflies, moths and bumble 
bees. Declining honey 
production per hive is a vivid 
illustration of the changes 
taking place in our natural 
world. A National Pollinator 
Strategy is currently being 
considered by DEFRA, but 
meanwhile any beekeeper will 
tell you that honey bees are 
suffering from disease and, in 


many areas, lack of forage. 
Since its discover)'" in England 
in 1992, the parasitic mite, 
varroa destructor, has spread to 
infest colonies of honey bees 
throughout the UR, and its 
management is now routine for 
beekeepers. This is one of the 
many reasons why the BBKA 
places such an emphasis on 
training for beekeepers, and 
asks anyone considering taking 
up beekeeping to ensure they 
are well trained beforehand. 
Treating disease and ensuring 
honey bees have ample food 
supplies are both now 
fundamental aspects of good 
bee husbandry. 

Like humans, honey bees need 
a varied diet; nectar is their 
main source of carbohydrate 
and pollen the main source of 
protein, which also provides 
fats, mineral and vitamins. 
Wirhour a source or surplus of 
carbohydrate, bees will perish 
within a few days. Lack of 
forage is considered one of the 
main threats to the honey bee, 
but is one that people can 


produce some 60 lbs a year, it 
was a very popular activity. Last 
year, however, the British 
Beekeepers Association (BBKA) 
reported the average aniounr of 
honey at 24.7 lbs per hive, and 
following the cold winter of 
2012 it fell to S.l lbs per hive. 


Although there have been many 
notable apiarists, a key pioneer 
of modern beekeeping is Lorenzo 
Lorraine Langs troth, who 
developed a revolutionary way of 
constructing beehives in 1852. A 
key feature of Langstroth^s 
invention was the creation of 
removable frames, which 
operated on a sliding 
mechanism, allowing beekeepers 
ro inspect the bees in dose detail 
and also access and remove the 
hone}'' wi th ease. This simple but 
effective functionality 
dramatically changed beekeeping 
making commercial 
honey production more 
efficient and paved the 
way for contemporary 
home beekeeping. 


Across most of Europe 
beekeeping is now 
largely carried out by 
bee farmers whereas in 
Britain beekeeping 
remains predominantly 
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certainly help with, growing 
plants which are good sources 
of nectar and pollen and 
allowing more space to grow 
wild to support plants such as 
dandelions and especially ivy 
which is a vital winter source of 
food for both birds and bees. 

Adopt a B^^ehwe 
Following a steady decline in 
the post war years, there has 
been huge interest in 
beekeeping as people look for 
ways ro beconte involved and 
make a difference. Beekeepers 
will also tell you that ir is an 
extremely rewarding pastime, 
often becoming a lifetimes 
passion, and the BBKA now 
has around 23,000 members. 

For people who want to learn 
more about beekeeping^ and 
become involved without 
actually having to keep a hive, 
the BBKA has also established 
the ‘Adopt a Beehive' scheme, 
the only charitable scheme of 
its kind in the UK raising 
money specihcally for applied 
research and education projects 
to support the honey bee. 

By choosing to ‘adopt’ a beehive 
from one of nine regions 
across the UK, supporters can 
follow in the life of their 
beehive and beekeeper 
through three seasonal updates 
and the members newsletter, 

H ive Talk. It is a practical and 
enjoyable way to become ‘an 
armchair beekeeper*. The 
scheme also Includes a pack of 
bee-related materials including 
a ‘Pocket Guide to the Honey 
Bee* and a packet of 
wiIdf!owners seeds which can be 
growm to feed honey bees and 
all types of pollinators. 

Research for a sohition, 

Ron Hoskins 

Ron has been keeping bees for 
over seventy years. He became 
involved in beekeeping as a 
tw^elve year old srudent at 
KIngham Hill School, 
Oxfordshire, where he helped 
one of his school masters tend 
his hives on a weekly basis. 

In 1994 Ron noticed that some 
of his bees seemed, to be more 
naturally able to deal with the 
varroa mite. He observed that 
some of his colonies were better 
at grooming and able ro remove 


the varroa from each other, and 
began breeding more of these 
types of honey bee. 

Funding from the BBKA and 
the Adopt a Beehive scheme 
has enabled Ron to set up the 
Swdndon Honey Bee 
Conserv'^ation Group which is 
now breeding varroa tolerant 
honey bees. Ron*s painstaking 
w^ork may mean a breakthrough 
for honey bees and the end of 
chemical treatments to tackle 
the varroa problem. 


Glo ti cestorshi re 
Jifies Moore 

Jules in South Gloucestershire 
is one of the beekeepers in the 
Adopt a Beehive scheme; her 
hives can be adopted from the 
Midland region. In her most 
recent u pd ate for ‘Adopters’ she 
described working with Mary 
Berry, who filmed at Jules* farm 
for the TV^ show ‘Mary Berry 
Cooks’. Jules says “I had a 
w'onderful time being famous 
for half a day and was amazed 
by how much footage was 
needed for such a small part of 
the programme” 


Jules first started keeping bees 
to provide a sustainable source 
of sugar and to help improve 
the pollination of her eleven 
acre small holding, Mumbleys 
Farm where she also keeps 
sheep, pigs and chickens. 


Starting ofF with just one hive 
this has now growm to seven, 
and Jules has a busy life 
running Taster Day Courses 
wdiich cover all the 
fu ndamenral aspects of 
beekeeping for beginners. Jules 
describes beekeeping as a 
“fascinating and relaxing 
hobby** and advises anyone 
looking to get Involved with 
beekeeping to complete a 
BBKj 4 beekeeping course 
before taking it up. 



ADOPT A BEEHIVE 
COMPETITION 


It costs £30 plus P+P to Adopt a 
Beehive for one year, and Four Shires 
has three to give away in a reader competition. 

Each winner will receive the Welcome Pack which is 
sent to Adopters including a jar of honey or honey 
mustard, lip balm and wildflow'er seeds, as well as 
three copies of the BBKA newsletter, Hive Talk, In 
addition, Burts Bees, which sponsors Adopt a Beehive 
will also give each winner this set of its ‘Honey 
Collection' products. 


Four Shires 4* country 
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To take part answer this qttestion^ what is the main 
soarce of protein for honey heesf 


Ansuferspiease to copy@fourshires, co.ttk by 30th May, 






















strange deformities 
and abnormal 
growths all 
feature in the 
four shires... 
maggie chapli 
takes a 

look at where, 
and what 
they are 



CROWNS • BROOMS ^ PINCUSHIONS MARBLES • SRANGLES 


ometimes strange deformities occur 
on trees in a variety of weird shapes 
that inspire fanciful names for 
them. Crowns, brooms, 
pincushions, marbles and spangles are just 
some of the abnormal plant growths we 
commonly refer to as gaits. 

In Britain there are more rhan a thousand 
different kinds of galh and they have a 
variety of different causes. Some are quite 
beautiful - who has nor been delighted to 
find a feathery Robin’s pincushion on a 
wild rose? Other types, like the crown galls 
that develop around tree wounds, are 
downright ugly. 

Galls form wRen the normal growth 
mechanism of a plant goes haywire and the 
cells enlarge or multiply irregularly as a 
result of some sort of external interference. 
This may be mechanical or chemical and 
invasion by bacteria, fungi, mites or insects 
are common causes. You can lind galls on 
many types of plant, but the ones that 
form on trees are more noticeable. 

If we undergo surgery, a clean wound heals 
quickly and neatly with minimal tissue 
disturbance, but if it becomes infected 
recovery may take a long time and can 


result in ugly scarring. The same principle 
applies when trees are cut. Rough, 
irregular, knobbly masses can often be seen 
protruding from tree trunks where 
branches have been lopped. These 
unsightly lumps are commonly called 
crown galls and their formation usually 
follows bacterial Invasion after surgery or 
storm damage. 

Microscopic organisms are also usually the 
cause of the less common, so-called 
witches’ broom galls. The chemical control 
of bud growth is disturbed and the result is 
dense bunches of stunted twigs that are 
scattered around the branches and look 



like shagg>' bird^s nests. Silver birches are 
the trees usually affected and the cause is 
often fungak 

These galls, of which there are often 
dozens on a single tree, start off as groups 
of tightly packed buds wiiich make it look 
as if an array of high-climbing hedgehogs 
has invaded. Subsequently the buds 
develop into spindly shoots, and the galls 
take on a broom-like appearance. Once the 
fungus has become established in the tree 
it will tend to spread to other branches, 
but fortunately there is rarely any serious 
adverse effect on the tree. 

If you want to see witches’ brooms, look 
for birch trees, but for sheer variety of galls 
in a single species, the oak is the one to 
watch. Oaks in Britain support over fifty 
different galls, which are distributed 
between native species and the introduced 
Turkey oak. Most of these abnormal 
growths are not caused by chance, but by 
the deliberate actions of a family of insects 
called gall wasps, wiiich lay their eggs in 
various parts of the host plant. It is only 
when the egg hatches and the lai'va begins 
to feed that the normal patterns of tissue 
growth are disturbed and a gall forms. 
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which gives protection and nouiishmeiir to 
the developing larva that pupates inside 
the gall. 

Despite the name the gall wasps are only 
distantly related to the stripy insects that 
plague our summer picnics. They re likely 
to be busy laying their eggs this monthj 
but are only a few millimetres long and 
resem ble rather chunky ants, so you're 
unlikely to notice them. Some members of 
this family of Insects are not themselves 
gall causers, bur they deposit their eggs in a 
gall that's already developed as a result of 
another wasps feeding larv'a, wdiich is then 
immediately put at risk. The invaders,, 
which are given the general name 
' tnqulllnes', not only compete for food but 
wilt often kill and eat the existing 
occupant. An innocuous looking gall can 
be a battleground. 




straightforward. Each of these spangles 

contains a sinde larva wdiich can only 

* 

develop into a female wasp in the spring. 
She will lay eggs, without any male 
involvement, not in the leaves but in the 
male catkin buds. In this case currant galls, 
which look like strings of unripe 
blackcurrants, form as a result. Both males 
and females hatch in the summer, and the 
mated females lay their eggs once again in 
the oak leaves and the cycle continues. 

Galls can be caused by mites, midges and 
sawfltes as well as by wasps and they can 
occur on evergreen trees as w^ell as 
deciduous ones. The yew has its own 
gall-producing midge and the attractive 
fattened bud that results from its larval 
activity gives the impression that it might 
open up to be an exotic flower, rather 
than merely to provide food and shelter, 
for the best part of two years, to an 
unappealing grub. 


A good example of this non-ami cable 
territory sharing often occurs in the oak 
marble galh which can grow up to 25mm 
in diameter. It may house dozens of 
inhabitants, only one of which would be 
the original gall-causing larva, so the 
majority of the multiple exit holes to be 
seen on old gall would be caused by 
departing invaders. These growths, which 
are modified buds, start off as rounds pale 
green “marbles” and gradually turn brown 
and woody with age. Although familiar to 
us, marble galls would have been unknown 
to our ancestors before the beginning of 
the nineteenth century, when the particular 
gall wasp, called Andricus kollari, which 
causes them, was introduced to Britain, 


A striking oak gall that arises from the 
acorn is the knopper gall, which is a 
flattened cone shape and is deeply ridged 
and knobbly. It starts off pale green and 
shiny and progresses through reddish 
shades to an eventual woody 
brown. When it first appeared in 
Britain in the 1960s there was 
initially great consternation amid 
fears for widespread destruction 
of the acorn crop, but even in 
years when the knopper gall is 
abundant, many acorns are 
unaffected and remain viable. 


Its not just the buds and fruEt of 
the oak that are targeted by gall 
wasps. Spangle galls can occur in 
profusion on the underside of oak 
leaves. They probably get their 
name because the leaves do look 
as though theyVe been strewn 
with red or yellow sequins, albeit 
without the sparkle, The larvae 
thev shelter can overwinter in 
fallen leaf litter. 


Sex and reproduction for many 
species of gall wasp is not entirely 


The most eye-catching of all the galls that 
affect woody species has to be [he Robin’s 
pincushion w^hich forms on wild roses. Its 
caused by a gall wasp that lays its eggs in 
the spring in a young bud, The central 
hard core of the gall is multi-chambered, 
each one containing a larva, wdiilst the 
outer surface is covered in a profusion of 
branched filaments that start off green, so 
that initially Et looks like a ball of moss. 
Later the colour changes through gold and 
red and it takes on a fiery appearance. ► 


opposite piige from top: 
knopper acorn gall,' a mature 
oak marble gaii with many 
exit holes - only one, if tiny^ 
made by the originalgall- 
enusing insect 

this page from top: mature 
witches* broom galls; an oak 
marble gall and four spangle 
galls; miihiple crown galh 
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When the gall matures it loses its hairs and 
becomes a drab brown colour, but ir 
generally stays on the bush through the 
winter allowing the new wasps to emerge to 
lay a fresh batch of eggs in the spring. Males 
are somewhat incidental in this species too 
and they are greatly outnumbered by 
females who mostly lay fertile eggs without 
the inconvenience of mating. 

Perhaps because their appearance is often 
bizarre 3 many galls hold a fascination for 
us. Our ancestors believed that some of 
them were put there by otherworldly 
beings - for instance the galls on birch 
trees. At one time brooms were made from 
birch twigs and this may be part of the 
reason it was once thought that witches 
dying over birch trees caused the tufts of 


rwigs to form. Other galls, like 
the oak marble, were in rhe past 
pu[ to good use in the 
manufacture of dyes and inks 
because of the high levels of 
tannin that accumulated in 
them as they matured. 


Its the Robins pincushion, 
though, that has captured the 
imagination more than any 
other galh Its fanciful name 
relates not to the bird with his 
red breast, bur to a supposed 
association with Robin 
Goodfellow, rhe woodland sprite 
of English folklore. Robins 
pincushions were claimed to 
have magical qualities, and if 
carried about ones person were said to 
protect against toothache. Preparations of 
the dried and powdered rose gall were 
believed ro have medicinal properties and 
one nineteenth recipe recommended mixing 
it with honey and applying to the scalp as a 
treatment for baldness. 


Another name for the rose gall is “sleep 
apple". In English folklore it was claimed 
that if you put a Robin’s pincushion under 
your pillow it would encourage sleep. Now, 


it’s one thing daubing your head with 
sticky black goo, but the knowledge that 
you were sharing your bed with a cache of 
a dozen or so grubs under your pillow, 
mi gilt not be conducive to dozing off! Its 
probably best just to appreciate rhe 
stunning good looks of this spectacular gall 
where it formed - on the bush. 4* 

clockwise from top: 

Robins pincushion;yew gnll; crowtt gall 
where & branch has beeri lopped 
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Four Shires 4* food & drink 


There are burgers, there are BURGERS and then there are 
Great Rjollright Burgers! 

The Great RoiJright Burger tops the menu at Wyatt s tea roams 
in Great RoJJright, where you can dine in what was the old 
potato store at the famous plant centre and farm shop on the 
way to the Rollright Stones. Everyone knows the centre, it's the 
one with the elephant or horse and jockey topiary positioned 
just outside in the driveway. 






.lALflpWT kkfiCEt 
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BURGERS... BURGERS.. 

AND GREAT ROLLRIGHT BURGERS! 


We were lucky enough to be invited over to ’'^tS'^tts to try' the new' 
menu featuring the Great Rollright, tlie Rollright and the Little 
Rollright Burgers. The Great Rollriglit (the largest) features mo 
delicious 8oz homemade beefburgers, the Rollright is an Soz 
burger on its own and the smallest version - the Little Rollriglit! 

I had the pleasure of competing with the Great Rollright burger - 
it was lovely. I managed to polish off both burgers and half of the 
bread roll, but failed miserably when it came to tlie gorgeous thick 
cut chips that accompanied the dish. 1 was told later that one of 
the waitresses’ bo)’friends had eaten the same dish, but with extra 
cheese and bacon between each layer... he finished the lot! 

The tea room at Wyatts is part of a great set up at the Rollright 
plant centre. Now more than 25 years old, the centre started w'ith 
the present owner's mum selling com on the cob from a shed 
beside the road (8 or 6 cobs, depending on tlie size, for a pound!). 
The centre is now a much grander proposition - more a rustic 
superstore offering plants, hanging baskets, pots, tools, foodstuff 
(including a thriving gluten free section) a butchery, home-made 
ice creams and more or less an)thing one could think of connected 
to rural life. 

Positioned near the main Chipping Norton road, Wyatts is the 
perfect stopping point on the way to the West Country; and 
indeed, its proximity to the Rollright Stones makes it the perfect 
venue for one of its best products, the home-made ice cream. 
Having eaten the vast Great Rollright burger I w’as in no position 
to take in more calories, but was lucky enough to sample some of 
the delicious flavours on offer. 

Lizzie Wyatt, partner and chief ice cream maker at the centre 
commented that her favourite flavour, out of 30 or so on offer, w'as 
chocolate, hut the most popular amongst customers was the mint 
chocolate chip. Another unusual mixture was the ‘crocantini’ an 
imported recipe from Italy, where co-incldentally, the owners also 
imported the wonderful topiary^ seen outside the centre. Lizzie's 
ice cream is deliciously creamy with none of tlie ice crystals one 
finds in other ice creams; it’s to do with the w^y the fat in the ice 
cream is homogenised apparently... 

Helping to make everything run smoothly at Wyatts were 
wonderful waiting staff (who were genuinely friendly) the chef, 
jason Challenger who made the wholesome burgers and butclier 
Henry Lawrence who supplied tlie meat. The quality' of the raw 
ingredients at Wy'atcs helps to make the restaurant such a favourite 
with diners. The Sunday lunches are very often oversubscribed 
and with over 70 covers this is very impressive. Helping to make 
the food popular is the price. The large burger at just under £9.00 
and its smaller cousin at £4.95 really is good value. A similar 
burger in Banbury a few w'eeks previously cost almost double! 
Sunday lunches work out at £11.95. And f you are not that into 
burgers there is a vegetarian option as well as fisherman’s pie, Thai 
green curry, scampi, lamb and Bolognese dishes to tease the palate. 



Wyatts Plant Centre 6? Farm Shop 

Hill Barn Farm, Great Rollright, Qiipp^g Morton. Oxfordshire. 0X7 5SH 

Telephone: 01603 684835 
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Four Shires ^ food & drink 


Summer is here! Ok^ so we might he tempting fatej hut 
the sun h shining and we've already given the harheque 
its first glimpse of the outside worlds revved it up and 
sampled a few tasty treats to share with you, /fi a relaxed 
and exciting way to share the day with family and 
friends and there^s always something for eveyone. So, does 
this make the BBQ^ the perfect meal, we wonderi 

We^re starting with a delicious Baha Ghanoush (above) 
to graze on whilst you throw a few giant prawns onto 
the grill. Buy langoustines if you can get them, 
otherwise the biggest prawns you can find, still in their 
shells. Peel and dip these succulent, spicy morsels into a 
hig howl of lime and chilli mayonnaise. 

Then, because no-one wants to slave over the hot flames 
all day, there^s a fantastic slow cooked leg of lamb with 
thick and smokey barbeque sauce. Serve with new 
potatoes, a crisp green salad, perhaps some pitta bread 
and a side of coleslaw. 

To finish, something unusual for a barbecue - a twist on 
bread and butter pudding, served straight of the 
barbeque with summer fruits and vanilla ice cream. 

Wash it all down with a iu£ of Pimms... well, why not! 


BABAGHANOUSH 


2 Jarge aubergines 
^OOg natural yoghurt 
2 tablespoons tahini (sesame paste) 

2 crushed garlic cloves 

2 tablespoons freshly squeezed lemon |uice 
Pinch of paprika and some parsley, to garnish 
Pitta bread, toasted on the barbecue, to serve 

What to doi 


Make it ahead so you can enjoy with your guests. 
Preheat your oven to 220^C. Pierce the auberines 
all over and roast for 50 minutes or until soft. 
Cool for 15 minutes and peeLPut everything into 
a food processor and whizz, up until smooth. 
Transfer to a serving howl. Sprinkle with paprika 
and parsley and sS^e with toasted pitta bread/,. 
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LANGOUSTINES WITH 
CHILL! & LIME MAYO 


SUMMER PIMMS 


nee> 


What you*ii need: 

Juice and zest of 2 limes 
ISOg mayonnaise 

2 red chilliesi deseeded and chopped 
Langoustines^ or the biggest prawns you 
can find, shells on 
2 tbsp sunflower oil 

What to do - oh it*s so simple! 

Add half the lime juice, the lime zest 
and half the chillies into the mayonnaise 
and stir welL Put it in a bowl to server 

Wash the langoustines, brush with the 
oil, sprinkle over the remaining chilli 
and lime, then pop them on the BBQfor 
a few minutes until they change colour, 
then serve with the mayo dip. 


250ml Pimm’s 
1 litre lemonade 
1/2 cucumber, chopped 
Handful fresh mint leaves 


What to do 


Mix all the ingredients 
together in a large glass jug 
Chill, then serve over ice. 




Optional extt^as; 

Add lemon or lime slices and 
perhaps some strawberries 


BBQ LEG OF LAMB 


What you*U needt 

250 ml vegetable oil 
125ml white wine vinegar 
2 cloves garlic, sliced 
2 cloves of garlic, crushed 

1 (1.5kg) leg of lamb, making sure you 
trimmed off any excess fat (so that the 
BBQ doesii’t spit at you!) 

-Juice of half a lemon 
A large roughly chopped red onion 

2 teaspoons hot chilli sauce like Tabasco 
A couple of chopped red chillis 

Sprigs of rosemary 
Salt and pepper to taste 

What to do: 


SUMMER BERRY BREAD 
& BUTTER PUDDING 


What 


6 Croissants torn to pieces 
A bag of frozen mixed summer berries 

3 tablespoons brown sugar 
2 cups of milk 

1 tsp vanilla extract 

4 large eggs 
i25g caster sugar 
Vanill a ice cream to serve 
Heavy foil 

What to do: 


BB!I SAUCE 


Start early, or even the d^ before, by 
mixing together the mamade 
ingredients - oil, vinegal^ crushed garlic, 
lemon juice, chillis and chilli sauce. Cut 
small holes in the lamb and stuf in the 
garlic slices and rosemary, then roll the 
whole thing in the marinade and leave 
for a couple of hours, or even overnight, 
turning every so often. 

On the day, give it one last turn in the 
marinade, then on a medium-low 
barbecue, with the lid on, roast the lamb 
for up to 2 hours, turning regularly and 
basting regularly with the BBQ sauce 
(you can serve the rest of the sauce on 
the side). 


Whatyou*lt need (yott can make it ahead 
and i^beat when you need it): 


1 tatnespoons tresn lemon Juice 

1 onion, peeled and sliced 
4 tablespoons vinegar 

125nil orange juice without bits 

2 tablespoons dark brown soft sugar 

1 tablespoon made mustard 
1/4 teaspoon cayenne pepper 

2 tablespoons vegetable oil 
8 tablespoons ketchup 

2 tablespoons Worcestershire sauce 
Salt and pepper to taste 


Create a ^bowf shape with a large sheet 
of heavy foil and put it on a dame proof 
tray. Fill with the torn croissants and 
some of the mixed berries. Mix together 
the milk, vanilla extract, eggs and caster 
sugar and pour over the croissants. Let it 
stand for about 15 minutes to soak. 

Then add a loose layer or berries (keep 
some back for garnishing though), 
sprinkle over the brown sugar and seal 
the foil into a parcel (not too tight 
though, it needs a little air over the 
pudding). When your meat has finished, 
put this on the BBQ and leave for 
around 30 minutex;lCheck to see if it’s 
cooked - it wilt be soft and gooey - open 
^e foil parcel^nd give it a Yew more 
mijiute^b brdwtiTSeiwe wit^ ic^ ^eam 
and some extr^^.erries. « 


What to do 


In a bowl, mix the lemon juice, vinegar, 
water, brown sugar, mustard, cayenne 
pepper, salt and pepper. Bring to the 
boil, then simmer uncovered 20aninutes 

In a saucepan, lightly fry the onion in 
the oil. Stir in the ketchup and 
Worcestershire sauce, then add th'i^l — 
fnixed ingredients. Simmer over a low 
heat wi ^out a lid for^bout 20 mi Mi, es. 
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The James Figg in Thames has a 
new chefj Jack BulJ. His speciality 
the JFC (James Figg Chicken) made 
with free range crispy fried chicken 
and spicy marinade is proving very 
popular. In 2010 he was named 
*Yoiing Chef of Tomorrow" at a 
prestigious Staffordshire 
competition^*. 

Chef, Jack Bull of the James Figg, 
Thame, answers a few questions 

• How long hat^e yoit been in this 
business? And where did you train? I 
was 14 years old, so ten years or sol 

• Where is the best place you. ha re 
worked? Here! 

• Tell us abouty&ur menu? It’s all abour 
affordable good food at good prices. 

• What dish would you recommend off 
your menu and why?T\\c mushroomj 
spinach and chedder tart - gorgeous. 

• If you were to go out for a meal, where 
would you go? A. typical gastro pub - 
possibly the Hind’s Head in Bray 

• And what would you order'? I would go 
for something different - game or 
something unusual - possibly fish. 


• What has been your most memorahle 
meal?K night out at the Savoy - we are 
venison with black truffles. 

• ffyou ivere having a rright in^ what 
would you cook? \ rarely have a night in. 

• Who is your favourite TV chef? And 
M.'/jy.^Tom Ketridge - 1 like his style. 

• What is your favourite drink to 

accompany a Chareauneuf de Pape 

- a good red wine. 

• Full cooked breakfast or cereal in the 
morning?? F C B. 


• What do you do to relax after service? 

A pint and a chat. 

• Where do you see yourself in 5 years 
time? Head chef in a high end gastro pub. 

• What do the locals think of the pub and 
the The James Figg is still a locals’ 
pub, but people do travel to come here. 

• If you could cook for anyone dead or 
alive, who would it ^i\^The famous 
French chef EscofFier. 

• What is your favorite biscuit? 

Garibaldi! 





Family Butchers 


Pleased to meet vou! 

... and meat to please you! 


Creedy Carver Free Range Ducks and Chickens 
Local Beef from Marsh Farm, Chacombe 
Berkshire Down Spring Lambs 


Betts 


2 Church Lane . Banbury . Oxon . 0X16 SLR 
Tel: 0129S 262387 . Fax; 0129S 262387 

www.sfevebettsbutcbers.co.uk 
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^ THE^ 

MEAT 

JOINT 


It now employs three butchers plus four support staff in 
addition to the rwo partners. 


ALL GOLD AND SILVER 
FOR THE MEAT JOINT 


A Gold Award for Faggots and four Silver Awards were gathered by 
The Meat Joint at the annual BPEX event held at Newark last 
month where more than 500 product entries gave expert judges a 
hard days work. 

The four Silver Awards 
were for The Meat Joint’s 
porkj chicken and ham 
piei. home dry cured 
gammon steak. Pork 
Balmoral and faggot in 
red wine and onion 
gravy; the latter two 
products being from The 
Meat Joint’s new ^Ready 
to Cook’ range which has 
proved instantly popular 
with its many customers. 

Based at Iron Down Farm near Deddington, The Meat Joint is a 
partnership between Tony Collier and Sebastian Peissel who farm 
pigs and sheep through their farm-based butchery. 

In addition Red Poll beef is sourced through a joint venture with 
George and Jerry Stephenson at nearby Aynho. 

Developed over the past eight years the enterprise markets its pork, 
lamb and beef based products through shops, hotels and Farmers’ 
Markers^ mainly in Oxfordshire. The five star hygiene rated 
butchery, which is open to passing trade, was part funded by 
DEFR.A as part of its strategy to help rural businesses. 


Quality Pork & l-amb 

A Taste for Quality Meats 

A sheaf of Gold and Silver Awards for our ready-to-cook meals, 
faggot, chicken & ham pies, dry cured gammon, bacon and sausages 
are ample testament to our dedication to the production of quality 

meat products. 

Sample them yourself! Try our cuts, joints and other products from 
our farm-reared Iamb, Gloucester Old Spot pork and Red Poll beef 

and taste the real difference. 


This is the second time the partnership has achieved Gold 
Awards for its faggots, in addition to separate Gold and Silver 
awards for sausages. The Meat Joint is also a finalist in the 
Heart of England Fine Foods prestigious Diamond Awards 
for rhe Moroccan Lamb Meatballs with a decision due at the 
end of May. 

Sebastian Peissel commented: ''These independent 
assessments are a great reward for all our hard work and 
ample testament to our basic philosophy that well finished 
livestock with a high standard of butchering and 
presentation, result in top qualit}'' meat products.” 


All available from Farmers’ Markets, local shops and from our lop 

class on-farm butchery. 


Tlie Meat Joint, Iron Down Fann, Deddington, Oxon 0X15 OPJ 
Tel: 01869 338115/338635 Email: mail @ themeatjoinr.co .iik 
WTtTKthemeatjoint.co.iik ^ 

_A VVr AhOVK TT^E REST- 
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wine o 

the month 


DOAAAINE JOEL DELAUNAY 
THE HOLY SNAIL SAUVIGNON 
BLANC VAL DE LOIRE 2012 






iiM 


A 


n; 
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he Holy Snail Sauvignon Blanc is a fiJii label but 
r ^ seriously exciiing wine from Thleri’y Delaunay, one of 
the best of the new generation of French winemakers. 
It is named after "le Petit-Grish the snail prized as the 
tastiest especially when served with garlic butter and parsley, 
a popular appetiser in the Loire. 


IK P 


THE BARTHOLOMEW ARMS 



dlie Bartholomew 
Arms is a friendlv, 
traditional, village pub 
in Blakesley, four miles 
from Towcester. Expect 
a warm welcome, great 
food and a selection of 
well kept real ales plus 
a fantastic A La Carte 
Menu, range of specials, and a traditional Sunday Roast. 

Recently refurbished to a high standard, the Bartholomew 
Arms pub is ideally situated for visitors to the area with both 
Silverstone Circuit and Towcester Racecourse a short distance 


away. 

We provide comfortable accommodation for those out to see 
the local sights of Towcaster, visiting on business, or spending 
the day at nearby Silverstone. We have a choice of double rooms 

and twin rooms complete with en- 
OpCfiiTl^ tifTlCS*** suite facilities and decorated to a 

Monday 5 -11pm (no food) ‘“S*' standard with beautiful soft 

rp 1 rn j ^ fumishings. 
luesday - Inursday 12-ipm ^ 

5-1 Ipm (12-3pm 6-9pm Food) 30 HlQh Str66t 

Fri-Sat 12-12pm (12-3pm 6-9pm Food) Blsksslsy 

Sun 12-11pm (12-3pm Food) TOWCSStfif 

(01327) 860292 NN12 8RE 

bartholomewarms@hotmail.co.uk 

www.bartholomew-arms-blakesley.co.uk 


Thierry was brought up by his father to 
1 appreciare rhe rraditioiial nuances of his 
local cerroir and climare. At the same time 
he has embraced modern winemaking 
, techniques and styles to ensure he makes 
the very best wine possible, year after year. 

On the nose this wine is fresh, with grassy 
and herbal notes that combine with 
blackcurrant buds, and citrus - 
predominantly grapefruit - and some floral 
notes. Crisp and captivatingly fresh on the 
palate with beautiful balance, it has delicate 
fruit flavours and a clean, refreshing finish. 
Delightful with summer picnics and salads, 
it also makes an ideal aperlrif. 

12% abv, drink now, or cellar till 2015^ This much 
acclaimed wine retails at £7.99. Mention Four Shires and 
receive 1 0% discount ar SH Jones Wines stores. 

SMJ&ties Wines Senrh African Wine Fair 30 rb May at SH 
Jones Wines The Cellar Shop, Tram way^ Banhury 

Taste a range of wines from South Africa, discovering the 
diversity and quality of wines from a host of different 
estates and some brilliant producers. We will also feature 
two mini master class sessions that can be booked in 
advance. No additional cost, but places will be extremely 
limited so please book early. 

Master Class 1; Ernie Els Wines 6.45 - 7.30pm 
Master Class 2; Meerlust Estate 7.45 - 8.30pni 

Tickers £5 - call 01295 672296, email reTail^shjones.com, 
visit Avww.shjoneswines.coni or at SH Jones Wines shops. 
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WHO? 

Daniel Szor 

THE BUSINESS 

Cotswolds Distillery 

FIND THEM 

Phillip’s Field, Whichford 
Road, Stourron (Shipston- 
on-Stour) CV365HG 

VISIT THE WEBSITE 

www.cotswolddistilling.com 

CALL: 

01608 238 533 


• When did the business start? 

The Corswold Distilling Company was 
created in 2013 with a dream to produce 
whisky and other spirits in a place where 
no distillery ever existed - at leasr 
officiaily - before. I starred it when I was 
first given the ''benediction” by Jim 
McEwan, the dynamic manager of 
Briiichladdich disri 11 ery on Islay^ where I 
had owned a cask for years. Jim told me 
to “get on with it” and Introduced me to 
master distiller Harry Cockburnj who was 
instrumental in pointing me in the right 
direction - and keeping me there... 

• Where is it based - has it aiways been 
based here? 

Our plan was always to find a beautiful, 
rural setting within the Cots wo Id AONB 
and we w^ere extremely lucky to find one, 
only five minutes from home, with existing 
planning permission. We had no plan B. 

• Mar mite - yes or no? 

Til say yes if it helps me sell more whisky 
but the truth is no, not yet. As an 
American whos lived here for 8 years and 
recently become a British subject I should 
really try harder on this. 

• What are the particular challenges 
facing the business at this time? 

Distilling - especially wkisky - is not the 
easiest business for a start-up. We have a 
3-year minimum w^ait according to EU 
law before our spirit can be called whisky, 
and during this rime we need to balance 
significant start-up costs with, revenue, 
mainly from gin and other spirit-based 
drinks as well as advance sales of whisky, 
branded merchandise, etc. 

• Have you made many mistakes as you 
have built up the business? 

Not too many yet, ro our knowledge 
- though Em sure a few will come to light 
soon. There are so many moving parts at 
this point - construction, hiring, fmance, 
PR - it s a challenge to manage all of it, 
but lots of fun. 


• Do you employ people or do you 7D/T? 
WeVe got a couple world-class Scottish 
advisors helping us to commission the 
distillery and set up production. We’re 
also employing several distillers as I cank 
do it all myself. 

• Do you have a particular fondness for 
working within the Four Shires? 

Actually, It’s the very reason this business 
w^as created - my wife and I fell in love with 
the North Cotswolds and w^anted to move 
here full-time from London. I’d been 
looking to change careers after 30 years in 
finance and investment, and this seemed a 
perfect way to combine my passion for the 
area with my passion for whisky 



• Did you always want to work within 
your chosen p rofessio n ? 

I think I was always a drinks marketing 
guy at hearr even as I spent years scouring 
Europe for investors in our funds. My 
colleagues at w'ork used to call me “Mr 
Coca-Cola™ for my knack of crafting 
emotional selling messages even for 
complex financial products. Now I sell 
something I’m really passionate about - I 
donk think Ell ever turn back. 

• What lessons have you learnt during 
your business career? 

The founder of my old firm used to say 
“it’s nor enough to have a gimmick nor is 
it enough ro w^ork hard - you need to 
have/do both”, 1 think we have a great 
gimmick - the first distillery in the 
Cotswolds and first Cotswolds Single 
Malt - but we need to w^ork hard at 
building the brand. 

• Is the customer ahvays right? 

Most of the time, if it has do with 
efficiency, service, attitude 
professionalism, etc. But when it comes to 
taste we can’t please everyone, so w^e have 
ro make products we like and wdiich we 
think wdl! please others - but thatkl never 
be everyone. 


• Describe a typical working day? 

I wdll - once I (finally) get to have one. 
When w^e’re finally up and running I 
imagine it whll start around 9‘00 - after 
my school run - helping the guys in the 
distillery get the mash on and start up our 
stills. Then emails, calls, a w^alk back to 
the distillery building for a reality check 
on wdiar w^e actually do for a living... 

• How do you spend yottr spare time? 
for the past year every spare minute has 
gone into getting the distillery going, but 
wTen we have a chance and the weather is 
good w^e enjoy walks in the beautiful 
Cotswold countryside, cooking, and just 
generally chilling our with my family, 
wTich is about as good as it gets. 

• If you could hatfe played sport for your 
country what would it be? 

Eve always loved sailing and it’s one of the 
sports in wklch Britain excels - I think it 
w^ould be pretty amazing to be Ben Ainslle 
for a day, w^eek, month or year... 

• What book are you reading at the 
moment and what is your favourite? 

“The Art of Distillation - an Alchemical 
Manuscript”, by John French. That, and 
Four Shires' latest issue. There are many 
favourites - being a transplanted American 
Ed certainly have to mention Bill Bryson’s 
“Notes from a Small Island”... 

• Favourite film... and music? 

I grew up in New York in the 19b0s and 
70s, so Annie Hall is near the top of the list; 
recently though. The Angelk Share by Ken 
Loach is pretty hard to beat since ifs all 
about ^vhisky. Music - Beatles and Steely 
Dan, but I now' listen to FIP, an eclectic 
French radio station that plays every musical 
genre, in no particular order. 

• Is there someone in business you would 
like to emulate - or someone not 
necessarily involved in the business world? 
Jim McEwan of Bruichladdich is my 
w'hisky marketing idol, the man is a force 
of nature. To hear him describe his 

w'his kies is unforgettable, especially when 
he’s on a roll... I once heard him liken the 
joy of first tasting one of his younger 
w'hiskies to the moment you first set eyes 
on your new-born child. And ifs all 
completely genuine - nearly brings you to 
tears. The man is truly a genius. 

• Car or motorcycle? 

Car - I donk think the motorcycle idea 
w'ould sit well with the wife. Em sure of 
it, actually] 

• What are your hopes for the future for 
the company? 

That we create a spirit which people love, 
beyond merely the novelty of its being the 
first Cotsw'old whisky - and have fun 
doing it. 
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ELLACOnS APPOINTS NEW 
PAYROLL MANAGER 

Following increased demand from 
businesses for pajrroll services^ Ellacotts 
developed its payroll services with the 
addition of a new Payroll Manager, 
Chant el MarslialF Originally from 
South Africa, Chantel has worked in UK 
payroll for over ten years including roles 
in industry, education and over five 
years running a Chamber of Commerce 
Payroll Bureau. 

Ellacotts is a leading regional firm of 
chartered accountants and offers a 
comprehensive range of integrated 
businesses services including accounting, 
audit, tax and transaction support. 

David Stevens, Partner in the Corporate 
Services team, comments “Following the 
implementation of RTI and pensions 
auto-enrolment and the increased in 
associated administration costs, many 
businesses have taken the opportunity 
to outsource their payroll. These new 
requirements have made it more cost 
effective than ever to outsource these 
services, and our clients can rest assured 
that this compliance burden, is taken 
care of by an expert team. Chantel 
brings a wealth of experience and we are 
delighted to welcome her to the firm’^. 


TYING THE KNOT 

When working through the never-ending list 
of things to do ready for your big day, 
talking to a family lawyer is likely to be the 
last thing on your mind. 

Couples embarking upon the most 
important contract of their lives are often 
hard-pressed to contemplate that the fairy 
tale relationship they anticipate may not, 
unfortunately, be the reality of their 
marriage. One way to help discuss this, and 
create some terms in case things don't w^ork 
out, is by means of a pre-nuptial agreement. 

A pre-nuptial agreement Is a document 
entered into before marriage detailing the 
financial consequences of the dissolution of 
that marriage. It can be particularly 
important if, for iiistancet 

• You are wealthier than your partner 

• You earn more than your partner 

• Your partner has debts 

• You are remarrying 

• You own part of a business 

• You intend to give up working 

• You want to ensure that a specific 
heirloom remains in your family 

• To assure your partner that money is no 
motivation in your decision to marry 

Although pre-nuptial agreements are not 
legally binding, the courts are placing 
increasing weight on the intentions of 



divorcing couples. A recent case provided a 
helpful summary of the law concerning 
pre-nuptial agreements, and the terms of the 
pre-nuptial agreement were upheld and taken 
as fair in the division of the marriage assets. 

Time w'ill tell whether pre-nuptial 
agreements become more binding in the UK, 
or will remain as useful guidance for the 
Court in divorce settlements. For more 
information contact the writer of this article, 
Naheed Taj, Family Law Solicitor at Spratt 
Endicott Solicitors, on 01295 204154 or 
email ntaj@se-law.co.uk. Naheed works 
alongside Flead of Family Law Patrick 
iVIulcaie and Legal Assistant Shelley 
DeWorringham. 
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For investment 




01295 2752 

www.swannfinancial.co.uk 
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CONGRATULATIONS! 

Congracuiations to Cameo, upon 
celebrating [heir four year 
anniversary. Looking back to wben 
the Cameo Directors, Hannah 
Nicholls and Julie Allan, started 
the business with just a laptop, 
mobile and phonebook, they are 
full of pride with the companys 
accomplishments to date. 

Hannah said, “The past four years have been so exciting and 
gratifying - what a journey! We still start each day with a bounce in 
our step and a smile on our face. Four years on and our passion for 
reinforcing Cameos success continues to flourish - we Jove to plan, 
plan, plan. Julie and I are also so proud of our fantastic team, their 
continued achievements and professionalism are second to none". 

Cameo is the pioneer for new and innovative recrultm.ent solutions, 
leading the way with original ideas, “We are proud to be different 
to other recruitment agencies, nor only from our private 
countryside location but also our individual approach. We adore 
reading our many testimonials from our clients and candidates 
complimenting us for our quality service and communication; rhis 
is paramount to Cameo to ensure we maintain our ser%hce levels”, 
said Julie. 

Looking to the year ahead, there is no doubt Cameo plans for new 
and exciting developments will be a success. With their friendly 
team, respected reputation and zest for delivering a fresh edge to 
recruitment, the future for Cameo is exceptionally bright! So, when 
looking to work with a successful recruitment partner, there is only 
one agency to call... Cameo. 





ELDERLY WARNED OF DIAMONDS SCAM 


Vulnerable older people are being warned by a leading 
Oxfordshire accountancy firm of a new type of investment scam 
involving diamonds. 


Owen Kyffin, partner at Whitley Stinipson, said; “This is a 
particularly despicable scam. Companies are ruthlessly^ targeting 
elderly people by telephone and promising huge profits through 
buying diamonds, some of which have been marked up 17 rimes 
their actual value. Some people who have par red with large 
amounts of money are ifvondering whether the gems exist at all.” 

Owen said that police are investigating more than 250 complaints 
nationwide and thar rhe scam was difficulc ro pin down because 
diamond trading In the UK was unregulated. 

He went on to say: “Trading tn diamonds is done largely through 
private deals unlike other investments where a stock market 
reports prices. This makes ir difficult to know if you are getting a 
fair price and ir can also be difficult to sell, as this too involves 
haggling with a specialist." 


For further information or to book an appointment with one of 
Whitley Stimpson's tax specialists, please visit 
wwvf. wdi 1 tley s timpson.co.uk 
or call 01295 270200. 



Family Law Solutions 


We offer clear legal advice and 
real solutions 

^"^Excellent service with fantastic advice 
left me feeling very confident that everything 

was in hand* ” 


Patrick Mulcare 
01295 204153 
pmulcare@se-law.co.uk 


Naheed Taj 
01295 204154 
ntaj@se-law.co.uk 


spratt endicott 

^ SOLICITORS 

01295 204000 www.se-lawxo.uk 
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Malcolm Higgs, Director at Whitley 
Stimpsoti said: ^‘This is a very exciting 
time and opens up a new world of 
opportunities for our clients and 
ourselves/’ 


Whitley Stimpson^s latest expansion is 
supported by a rebrand to harness 
shared core values^ expertise in niche 
areas and complementary client 
profil es. 

Malcolm Higgs concluded: “We are 
confident that with our new team on 
board, we can continue to reinforce our 
position as one of the regiojis leading 
accountancy firms. We are very 
optimistic about 2014 and the 
continued growth of our company." 


Iwo top accountancy practices have 
merged to create one of the biggest 
independent accountancy firms 
spanning the Oxfordshire - 
Buckinghamshire M40 corridor. 

Banbury based Whitley Stimpson LLP 
and the Bicester based Baxter Payne & 
Haigh Ltd, have merged. Both will 
retain their existing name but under a 
new limited company structure and the 
Bicester office will be known as BPH 
Whitley Stimpson. 


Stephen Payne, Director, BPH Whitley 
Stimpson said: “Whitley Stimpson has a 
rich heritage and shares our approach to 
business. We have always ensured the 
firm’s growth is built on integrity, 
objectivity and technical excellence with 
an emphasis on providing strategic 
advice that will benefit our clients." 


THE 2014 BUDGET STATEMENT - WHAT DOES IT MEAN FOR YOU? 


Personal Taxation 2014/15 

• Income tax - 20/40% rates with the 

basic late band Personal 

all owances £10,000, taxpayers hit 40% if 
income exceeds £41,865. Loss of 
allowances if income exceeds £100,000. 
Incomes over £150,000 raxed at 45%. 

• Capital gains tax - £l 1,000 exemption, 

28% race for higher rate taxpayers {to 
slice only), trusts & estates IS r b c 
rate payers. Entrepreneur's r nrin s 

with a tax ra o 

• In n e tax e ption 
emergen y service w e s intro u 

• Pensio a relie ontributi 

relief will c eas to OOpa f 

Apri 12014 m Ma 4 rul 

relaxed and with wn or pen 

drawdowit fr m A il 20 

Company cars an 

• Car benefit 37% list price for 

cars wirh CO2 emission of more than 75g/ 
km from 2017- 

• Car fuel benefit scale {currently 
£21,100pa) with inflation-linked increase 
from April 2014. 

Business Taxation 

• Corporation rax - Main rate reducing to 
21% in April 2014 & 20% in April 2015 


• Research & Development rax credits 
now 200% for small companies. 

• Capital allowances - 100% relief limir 
for expenditure on equipment inc sed to 
£500,000pa from April 20 and nded 
to 31 December 201 5. 
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9 Ann 
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roperty Tax - 


harge d Ap 11 2014 on companies 
d orh entities owning residences worth 
more than £2 million, extended to 
residences worth over £1 million from A 1 
2015 and £'/ 2 m from pri 6. 

Tip f tax plan n 


• 40% plies ual c 

ceedi g £ 865 a I bus n 

ould m ise use o a llo n 

• 60% X pplies to fall 

between £ 00,000 and 00 

2014/ Claim x relief re ome 
with her me of the family. 

• I a pension drawdown will 


Opa from July 
a single type 
As. 

claimed by 
ikers 


wi 


II be 


be more flexib n 

• IS crease to 

and ill be ope e 
rging cash and sh 
o £ 000 rebate 
e r h less than 

ag eit national Insu 

con ns from April 2 

• S mpan corporat 

reduc 1% April 2014 and 20% in 

April 2 aps consider incorporating 

into a mi ted company 

• Capital allowances at 100% on 
£500,000 of equipment purchases provide 
a major rax payb ck. 

• Enrreprene elief reduces the capital 

gains tax rare % for qualifying gains 
up to £10 ni heck wdiether you 

usiness qu fi f ntrepreneurs r< 


The nil r e b nd 
25,000 froze 
ni an ea ier 
ct ass for yo 
ew tax residence 


inheritance tax at 
r planning 
e family trusts to 
beneficiaries, 
arted in April 


2 we can advise those who are 
af y the changes. 

For more information and advice please 
contact Alan Bo by or Mo rag Matthews on 
01295 250401, or email aboby^ellacotrs. 
co.uk or mmatthews@ellacotts,co.uk 
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HOLOCAUST SURVIVOR 
ZIGY SHIPPER VISITS SIBFORD 

Pupils at Sibford School near Banbury received a Lesson 
in tolerance and iindeistanding when they were visited by 
Holocaust survivor^ Shipper. 

The 84-year-oid told students from Years 6 through to 
13: "‘We want young people to know what happened 
because of racism^ prejudice and of course hatred. People 
say to me ‘how do I remember?^ But the question should 
be, ‘how^ can I forget?’^ 1 can’t forget when most members 
of my family and some many millions of other people 
were slaughtered^ all for no reason at all.” 

Zigy, who was incarcerated in a numher of camps 
including Auschwitz-Birkenau, described how starvation 
totally de-humanised the inhabitants. '‘Pain goes away” 
he said. “But hunger never does. If you’re starving you do 
things you cannot image. I was getting up in the 
morning and stepping over dead bodies and it didnV 
mean a thing. I was completely de-humanised.” 

And he told students that the number of deaths was far 
more than many imagine. “Tm always asked about those 
who were gassed,he said, “But many more people were 
dying every day^ so many people, killed by riBes and 
shooting and of course starvation and disease. 

“Even after the war ended, people were dying. The 
British Army brought in tins of meat, tins of fruit, bars 
of chocolate and biscuits but it was the worse thing they 
could do. We had been starving for months. People were 
dying from overeating.” 

Asked why he didn^t feel ‘incredibly angry'* about what he 
had experienced he said: “I love life. 1 was lucky. Sure I 
have regrets, I regret that I wasn*t able to hug my 
grandmother before she died. But why hate? If you hate 
you have no life. 

“Why do we hate, just because someone looks different? 
WeVe all the same. We are all human beings. Things still 
happen today that shouldn’t happen. It*s why 99% of the 
talks I do are to ^xiung people ... because you can make a 
difference. “ 


Zigy Shipper is pictured with Sibford pupils: Francesca 
Holland, Alex Dillon, Megan Penney and Conor Taylor. 
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Last month I wrote an article on the changes to permitted development 
rights and agricultural buildings that were eagerly anticipated. 3nce 
then^ in fact the day after the magazine went to press, the changes 
have been announced and I can now provide the long awaited details. 


Ihe changescame Into force 
on the 6th April and allow the 
change of use of an agricultural 
building to; a state funded 
school; a registered nursery; or up 
to three dwellIngsL This Is a very 
exciting change and givesrise 
to a huge amount of previously 
unseen d evelopment potential in 
the countryade. 

the new changesaJlow for 
agricultural buildings of up 
to 450m^ and land within its 
curtilage to be converted to 
a maximum of three dwellings 
under prior approval, ratherthan 
the submission of a full planning 
application. Ihe associated 
building operations necessary to 
convert the building to residential 
are also permitted. Ihe changes 
do not allow for any increases 
to the external dimensionsof the 
existing building, if this is required 
a full planning permission will 
need to be obtained. 

To comply, the site must have 
been used solely for agriculture 
on, or prior to, 20th March 2013. 

If the site was brought back 
into use after March 2013, it 
must have been used solely 
for agricultural purposes for 
ten years before the date the 
development beginsL 

A p rior ap p no val a p p No atio n 
needsto be ajbmitted to the 
Local Planning Authority priorto 
any development com mencing, 
the LPA will then asesswhether 
further information is required on 
the following] 

• Transport and highways 
impact of the development 

* Noise impactsof the 
development 

• Contamination risKson the site 

* Hooding risk on the site 



Amy Hutsby 


• Whether the location or 
siting of the building makes 
it otherwise impractical or 
undesirable for the building to 
change from agricultural use 
to a residential dwelling 

The permitted building operations 
include the installation of 
replacement windows, doors, roofs 
orexteriorwaD^ orthe in^allation 
of water, drainage, electricity, 
gasorolher servicesthat are 
reasonably necessary for the 
building to function as a dwelling. 
Partial demolition is also pemnitted, 
where it is reasonably necessary 
to carry out the aforementioned 
building operations 

It is worth noting that 
although this is a very exciting 
development that will in 
theory allow the principle of a 
conversion to go through, the 
Local Planning Authority will still 
have the power to request a full 
application if they confer the 
proposals will lead to significant 
impacts under the points 


Med. Cmcrally, the final point 
regarding location orbing is a 
very subjective criterion, and 
allows planning officers the ability 
to refuse the prior approval of 
conversion where they believe it 
isan unsuitable location. 

Whilst these changes a re 
positive and are welcomed, 
the regulations are complex 
and will no doubt be 


interpreted in different ways 
by different authorities and 
if isrecommended that you 
take advice before making 
any applrcations If you have 
any questionson the on the 
implications of the changes 
for you, please contact Amy 
Hutsby at our Banbury office on 
01295 226296 or amy.hutsby@ 
fishergerman.co.uk 


your local team 



rural consultancy 
property agency 
planning & construction 
renewable energy 
utilities & infrastructure 
HS2 advice 


contact uson 

Banbury 01295 271555 

banbury@fishergerman.co.uk 


innovative thinking, inspired solutions 




FISHER 

GERMAN 
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WIN TICKETS FOR PRESCOTT'S FRENCH MOTORING FESTIVAL 


he annual French 
invasion of 
Gloucestershire that is 
^ TaVieen Bleu (Life in 
Blue) makes a welcome return 
to the Prescott Hill Climb on 
May 24th -25 th and we have 
five tickets to give away to Four 
Shires readers. And if you are 
wondering about the event 
titles it is because the pre-war 
Grand Prix racing era saw 
teams of cars or drivers from 
different nations racing under a 
specific colour. Those from 
Germany raced in white (and 
later silver), from Italy in red, 
from Britain in green ajid from 
France in blue - hence the link 
to ‘Le Vie eji Bleu^ 

As w'ell as a full field of classic 
Bugattis from the 1920s and 
1930s, this years event will see 
many other wonderful French 
machines including vintage-era 
Amilcars, fresh from their UK 
rally, plus Voisins and Gerins 
and a regular London to 
Brighton piojieer run entrant 
- a four-cylinder Panhard 
Levassor that is more than 110 
years old! 

At the other end of the scale 
there will be at least three 
examples of the latest Bugatti 
VejTon on show' and in action. 
If you have only seen a Veyron 
on television, here is your 
opportunity to get up close and 
check one out for real. Each 
day, one lucky ’visitor that 


participates in the Friends of 
Prescott raffle will win a 
memorable ride in a Vewon up 
the twisting hill. 

The Super Sport version of the 
VeyTon is considered the fastest 
street-legal production car in 
the world and boasts an 
officially recorded and verified 
top speed of 267-i-mph! It was 
named 'Car of the Decade’ for 
the first ten years of the new 
millennium by the presenters 
of the BBC Top Gear 
programme. 

Well-known French car 
collector, Roland Duce will be 
entering his stylish 
Delahaye 135M as well his 
unique version of the Bugatti 
Type 57. The original T57 
and later versions w^ere 
designed by Jean Bugatti, son 
of the company founder, 

Ettore, and only 710 were built 
in the seven years from 1934 
throughl940. The exotic 
bod)'W'ork of Rolands car was 
designed by GanglofFin the 
early 1930s although nobody 


was brave or rich enough to 
place an order for one. More 
recently, however, the owner of 
a Type 57 chassis took the 
plunge and had one built from 
the original drawings. And, 
believe it or not, the original 
designer, now in his nineties, 
came over to England to 
supervise the build! 

Entertainment for the 
weekend, is distinctly French 
themed with the beautiful and 
talented caji-can dancers, live 
music, a 1920 s Renault bus 
that drove the streets of Paris, 
brave stilt walkers making their 
way through the crowds and an 
accordion player reminiscent of 
Monsieur Alfonse, as played by 
Kenneth Connor in the 19S0's 
television show ^Allo Alio’. So 
perhaps you may even spot 
Rene Artois loitering iji the 
cafe or chasing the waitresses! 
And certainly the gendarmes 
will be there! 

For those keen on ‘Le 
Shoppijig' there w'ill a French 
Style market with typically 

Gall ic food, 
art, and even 
genuine 
French berets 
which vou can 
buy so that 
you look the 
part for *le 
weekend’. 

In additioiii, a 
wide variety of 


French car clubs will have 
displays in the orchard parking 
area adjacent to the track. They 
include the various clubs for 
owners of Renault, Citroen, 
Peugeot, SI MCA and Matra 
models from across the ages as 
well as the enthusiasts for the 
French vintage cars of Delage, 
Voisin and Hotchkiss. 

Ticket Prices for this 
spectacular event are a modest 
£15 in advance for an adult 
and includes up to 3 children 
or £20 for 2 adults and 3 
children. And with so much to 
see and do, why not make a 
weekend of it - camping costs 
just £5 per adult per niglit with 
children half price. 4* 

For further event information 
about the event, or to purchase 
advance tickets, please visit 
^vww. p rescott-hi llcli mb. co m. 

WIN TICKETS 

To be one of five luckj=' Four 
Shires readers to win a pair of 
tickets for the ’W'eekend, simply 
answ'er the following question. 

Bugattis are often painted blue 
because: (a) it was the company 
foujider’s favourite colour, (b) 
it was the colour of the trains 
on the Paris Metro or (c) 
because it was the national 
motor racing colour of France. 

Answers to us here at Four 
Shires please, by post or e-mail 
to copy@fourshires.co.uk. 
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inter Is well and truly over and 
spring has already sprung as the 
Ambassador Theatre Group 
theatres in our area (the New 
Theatre, Oxford, the Milton Keynes 
Theatre and the Waterside at Aylesbury) 
announce a summer season with something 
for everyone. 

Included are some of the biggest and best 
musicals on tour this year^ so let s begin 
with those. Voted the number one greatest 
musical of all time in The Times 
newspaper selection of the Top 50 Musicals 
2013 was the familiar and deservedly 
famous West Side Story. It will be returning 
to MKT (June 3rd - 14th), along with 
another favourite from the same era, 

Singin in the Rain (July 1st - 12rh). This 
time Maxwell Caulfield is in the lead role 
made famous by Gene Kelly, who starred 
in the movie version back in the 'fifties. 

Earlier at MKT (May 12th -l/th)* the 
brand new production of Fame will have 
already high kicked off the leg-warmers to 
bring this feel-good favourite bang up to 
date bur if you actually want a bit of 
straight-forw^ard ‘eighties nostalgia then 
dont worry, you can always check out the 
smash-hit with Ben Richards 

and Noel Sullivan. k*ll take you right back 
to that time with eyebrow scorching tunes 
that could well inspire you to embarrass 
yourself, family and friends wdth some air 
guitar' solos from your sear! This rock 
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spectacular will be at all three of the ATG 
theatres near us: Aylesbury (June 30th 
- July 5rh), Milton Keynes (August ISth - 
23rd), and Oxford (October 20th - 25th). 

Want to dip deeper into the memory bank? 
Then head for MKT (June 16th - 21st) 
and re-visit the Happy Days of the 1950 s as 
the new musical based on the hit TV series 
rolls into town with Ben Freeman. Cheryl 
Baker and Sugahahe, Heidi Range. 

Or take a trip even further down memory 
lane: right back to the golden age of 
Hollyw'ood and the world of Fred Astaire and 
Ginger Rodgers for Jhp which returns 
from the West End to Milton Keynes 
(August 26th - September 6th), where its 
world premiere was staged in 2011. 

Shooting on to the stage in fine style at 
both Oxford (June 24th - 2Sth) and 
Aylesbury (July 22nd - 26th) Irving 
Berlins classic, Annie Get Your Gun, with 
Jason Donovan (a big hit at ATG theatres 
last year in Priscilla Queen of the Deseri) 
Emma Williams and Norman Pace in the 
lead roles. 

And for fans of the timeless music of that 
'fifties icon, the late and much-lamneted 
Buddy Holly, you just might catch Buddy 
at Aylesbury until May 3rd). If not, you’ll 
be glad to know that it is coming to 
Oxford’s New Theatre from July 28th to 
August 2nd. Both are stops on the 25th 
anniversary tour of the musical, which tells 


the whole Buddy Holly story, from his 
beginnings In the little Texas town of 
Lubbock, through his meteoric rise to fame 
and on to his final performance at the Surf 
Ballroom in Clear Lake, Iowa from where 
he flew off into a snow storm and then the 
plane crash that ended his life but turned 
him into a legend. 


Another departed rock legend, Michael 
Jackson, the undisputed King of Pop, will 
also be celebrated at Aylesbury (June 16th 

- 18rh) in rhe spectacular Thriller Live 

- with more hits than you can shake a 
moon-walking stick at. 


And talking of hits, the timeless Evita 
comes around to the Waterside again rhis 
summer (July 14th -19th). This rime it 
stars Marti Fellow, former lead singer of 
Wety Wet, Wet, in the role of Che, who 
guides the audience through the amazing 
life of a genuine historical legend, Evita 
Pe ron, the idol of the poor in ninereen- 


rop: Rock Of Ages will be at 
Oxfordy Aylesbury and Milton Keynes 
inset: Evita will be back at the 
Waterside Theatre, Aylesbury 
right: Angelina Ballerina is coming 
to Oxford's New Theatre 
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fifties Argentina and the wife of chat 
countrys dictator, Juan Peron. An unlikely 
subject for a musical at first thought, but 
not once you have seen this mas ter work by 
Tim Rice and Andrew Lloyd Webber. It 
features, of course, some of the most iconic 
songs in musical theatre including Dont 
Cry fffr rfie Argentina, Oh This NigJi^r of a 
Thousand Stars and Another Suitcase, 

Another Mali 

And finally, one for the children: Angelina 
Bailerina - The Mousical w'A\ be at Oxford 
on June 30th - July 1st and the perfect 
way to send the kids dancing into their 
summer holidays. 

On to drama and comedy now - and if you 
are looking for laughs there s plent}^ to be 
had at MKT (July 28th - August 2nd) with 
the holiday hi-jinks of Keith Barron, Gwen 
Taylor, Neil Stacy and Carol Royle in Last of 
the Duty free^ which re-unites the stars of 
one of the UKs best loved T\'^ sit-coms. 

Plus, for those whose knowledge of theatre 
extends beyond the TV screen, there is a 
major revival of one of the best-loved plays 
of all time, George Bernard Shaws 
Pygmalion. This production stars Alistair 
McGowan, Rula Lenska and Jamie 
Foreman. Via the play, Shaw rook a satirical 
swipe at the rigid British Vlass divide^ in the 
early 20ch century and, of course, it was the 


inspiration for My Fair Lady^ one of the 
biggest musicals of all time. 

Pygmalion actually first visits our area 
from May 6th -10th at the Oxford 
Playhouse but if you miss it there, then it 
returns to the Milron Keynes Theatre 
from May 27th - 31st. 

Oscar Wildes brilliantly witty masterpiece 
The Importance of Being Earnest \ % from the 
same era as I^ygmalion and comes to the 
Waterside at Aylesbury (October 6th - 11th) 
to be performed by an all-star cast including 
Rosalind Ayres, Niall Buggy, Nigel Havers, 
Sian Phillips and Cherte Lunghi. 


And there are more big names on the way. 
Familiar faces Shobna Gulati and Joe 
McGann make their Waterside debut 
(August 5th - 9rh) in April in Paris, an 
observational comedy that promises to 
make your heart melt. Also, don’t miss the 
return there (Aylesbury, not Paris!) ofThe 
National Theatre’s One Man, Two Guvnors 
(August 1 Irh - I6th). Full of satire, songs, 
slapstick and savvy one-liners, it is a 
wonderful example of British comedy 
(even chough it was directly adapted from 
an iSth century Italian farce!). 

More comedy capers are in store when the 
Globe Theatre on Tour company makes a 
stop at rhe Waterside (September 10th - 
14th) with A Midsummer Night's Dream. 
The well-known and totally surreal 
Shakespeare play glitters with some of his 
most dazzling characters and this 
production will employ Renaissance 
costumes and staging. 

And earlier in the summer at Milron 
Keynes (May 20th - 24th), dance fans will 
already have had the chance to enjoy 
Northern Ballet’s beautiful adaptation of 
rhe Dream with its romantic score by 
Felix Mendelssohn. 

Th ere’s almost as much dance as cooking 
on our TV screens these days and if vou are 
amongst the huge viewing audiences, then 


vou mieiht just catch Dance tmtil Dawn at 
Oxford (May 1st — 3rd) or MKT (May 3th 

- 10th) It is a classic love story portrayed 
by the Strictly Come E>ancingd\\.o of 
Vincent Simone and Flavia Cacac. 

Kevin Clifton and Karen Hauer also bring 
Flash Mob to the Oxford stage on July 13th 
and Milton Keynes on July 17rh featuring 
Flawless other acts from Britains Got 
Talent, So You Think You Can Dance 
Got to Dance. 

That’s immediately followed at iMKT (on 
July 18 th & 19th)) by Rhythm of the Dance 

- one of the Riverdanee spin-offs that, 


somewhat amazingly, is still doing the 
rounds and outing bums on seats. And as 
for that phenomenon that kick-started the 
whole Irish dance craze, its producers have 
realised (no doubt from the continuing 
success of the spin-offs) that there is srill 
plenty of life in the fould dog’ yet. 
Riverdanee WAX be back at Oxford from 
November 25rh to the 30th. 

On a less populist note, there promises to 
be plent)"' to enjoy for classical music 
enthusiasts during the coming months. 

The undoubted highlight will be the visit 
to the Waterside at Aylesbury (May 30th) 
and Oxford’s New Theatre (June 3rd) by 
violin virtuoso, Nigel Kennedy He is 
famous (or infamous) for his deliberately 
contrived punk profile (which probably 
helped propel his version of VivaldFs Four 
Seasons into a mainstream pop hit!) but 
don’t be fooled bv this. The man is also a 
musical polymath and a mean fiddler — 
whether it is in his renditions of some of 
the many more difficult classical pieces 
than the Vivaldi that made him famous 
(think Paganini) or reprising the 1930s jazz 
violin of Stephane Grappelli, Jewish 
klezmer music or indulging in the avant 
garde jazz, with the Polish musicians in the 
quintet chat he has led in recent years. 

After all, he was tutored from an early age 
by Yehudi Menuhin, one of the greatest 
violinists in history 

III midsummer ar Aylesbury (July 30th), 
the London Festival Orchestra will present 
A Night at the Opera for rliose folks who 
like the big runes but aren’t sure about the 
total opera experience. The programme 
will feature stars from the major companies 
including English National Opera, Covent 
Garden and Glvndeboutne and will 

j 

hopefully prompt the undecided into 
checking out one of the full opera 
productions later in rhe year. 

And at summers end, of course, there will 
be the annual visit to Milton Keynes by the 
Glyndebourne On Tour opera company, 
this year performing La Finta Giardiniera, 
La Traviata and 77?^ Turn of the Screw 
(November 18rh - 22nd). Plus impresario, 
Ellen Kent, is now back in the opera 
business and will bring Verdis Rigoletto 
and Puccini s Madama Butterfy to 
Aylesbury (October 17rh - 18th), both of 
which will be performed by the Chisinau 
National Opera. 

To find more about all of the 
performances mentioned, and many more 
besides, go to the Ambassador Theatre 
Group website at www.argtickets.com. 

You can then click through to listings for 
the individual theatres along with ticket 
details and booking facilities. 

Alternatively, for details and ticketing by 
telephone, call 0844 871 7652. 4* 
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BUS TRIP 


above: we know that this bus trip went 
from Banbury Spencer - the corset 
factory - where to we never found out*.. 


She writes: 7 believe this photograph 
was taken in the late 1940sf tjuite a few 
of the ladies Iwed m the Foundry Street 
area of Banbury. Other than that / 
cant tell you much about the picture* / 
think my Grandmother is fourth from 

the left in the front row. 


Maybe some of your readers can 
recognise their relations - it wotdd he 

^eat if they could. 


And who is the bus driver?^ 


left: many thanks to Ann McHugh (^lee 
Rakestraw) of Torquay^ for sending this 
picture to us at Four Shires. 


SHOP FRONTS 
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above and right: these two pictures of 
the buildings show shop fronts near the 
Churchhousepub m north bar...does 

anyone recognise thesei 
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SIGNPOST 


featured this signpost back in 
1998 - it was pictured out near 
Kineton, we think. Does anyone 
know if ids still there? 
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F N PILE & SONS 

FIR TREE FARM, WARMINGTON 
BANBURY 0X17 IJL 01295 211790 


GARDEN MACHINERY 
SERVICING & REPAIRS 

All makes and models 
collection and delivery available 
Telephone for details 



A professional, fast and friendly 
denture repairs service 
Pop in for professional adricc 




West Bar 


VETERINARY 


LATE NIGHT 
OPENING 

Moji-Thiirs until flPM 


Call our 24 hour line^ 01295 262332 

Banbury/NEtn]? Banbury /Southam /^Addertiury /WoodFardlHatii! 


www.W£stbarvQ 



BURY 

^Memorials 


t croditirici io ^tncie mosoofy 


R.R A,M M RcpaicTixI 
Fixer LitsTHcdillFLii 


Visit our showroom and 
workshop or request a 
FREE BROCHURE 
from our NEW 
extensive website... 

www.banburymemorials.cQ. uk 

Tel: 01295 811669 

Fax: 01295 811899 


5 Stall on Yard, Adderbury, Nr Banbury, 
Oxon.OXi7 3HI 
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Ray Randerson 
Carpets 


Carpets selected from around die globe on display 
at Oxbow Farm, Avon Dassect, CV^7 2AQ 
0129S 690721 


WYNNSTAY 

Mm sTOJ?£S 

Baatury 

Formedy Banbury Farm ft CeiteraL ^upt^ied tiid 

ftjnbuiv RiUdI tB41t}4), nr ftuiton DasMtt CV47 2I:B 

7a; 07295 770707 


Wtnaitunmn 
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♦ fioneficvtrXH'AiJiiig 

Tteaqxtr Thnib9¥ 

« Vltntnih 6 SupplBTttnls “ 

Mrtaf 0 MiDdrn j|DtB 

1 Hanf vvttFttifri * 


< aUMer ilfiAle ■WotEftnig * 

ftm muen JiHfcTrinwE.. 

Good Quatity^ Cooft Vtihitr QooHA^vic^ 

DcUverv Service Ayallible 
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CAFE 

Sunday Roast 

courses 

12.30pm-2,00pm 

Barn Farm Plants 

Upper Wardington, Banbury 

01295 758080 Oxon. 0X17 1SN 


Alexander ]ohn 

Garden Design s Maintenance 


01295 368917 
07854 922597 

ww w,ba n bu r yga rd eners. co.uk 
email: des ign ingthe ou te rs paceiil'gm ai I .comi 



CALL 01295 709 999 TO ADVERTISE 
YOUR BUSINESS IN FOUR SHIRES 
FOR AS LIHLE AS £40 AN ADVERT! 

[based on a series booking) 
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T/jc St/itus Quo 

25rd October 1642 cl 700 brs Edge hi!I 

lifice Rupei't was enjoying himself. 

He was where he liked ro be, leading 
his men from rhe front and in hot 
pursuit of fleeing Roundheads. Much 
of his satisfaction came from the mere 
sighting of the Front Line of the Cavaliers, 
advancing at some speed. This caused a 
mass panic in the Roundhead camp and 
they had all run away in fright. 

Not being one to let things slide, Rupert 
had immediately chased after them and 
continued to do so until they were almost at 
the end of the batrlelield and into the next 
count}.^ {Nobody had ever told him to quit 
while he was ahead, so he didn’t). 

The Royalist Road Show had Indeed come 
to town, appearing our of nowrhere, catching 
everyone by surprise and putting on rhe 
style as only Cavaliers could, juggling their 
swords, their curls and their muskets like 
circus performers. If this was Prince Rupert 
and his ‘‘Shock Tactics” in action, it was 
pretty impressive stuff, an Oscar winning 
performance perhaps,(which, incidentally, 
had been discreetly observed by a young 
Oliver Cromwell... More about this later). 

The Royal, Command Performance and 
Rtiperfs Response 

In case you were worrying about the King, 
at this point in rhe proceedings, rest 
assured, he too, is on record as riding our 
and about amongse his nten, trying valiantly 
to find the right words with which to send 
them into battle. After pondering for some 
considerable time, he came up with a kind 
of mantra, but, however much he tried, he 
was not an inspirational figure, and his slow 
progress round his troops, dressed in a long 
coat of black ermine whilst extolling, 
gloomily, “The enemy is nigh, rhe rime has 
come...” contrasted cruelly with Ruperts 
high end, pre-battle, energising team 
building exercises, w^hich were loud, noisy 
and served to wind his men up ro such an 
extent, he had difficulty in restraining [hem. 

The lights changed to Green for Go (OK, 
so there’s a bit of a mixed metaphor here, 
but how am I supposed to know how to 
start a battle?) He who throws a double six 


has the first charge? Rupert and his men 
heralded by a band of trumpeters, charged 
on to the battlefield like bats out of hell. 
Honest to God, I thought, Charles couldnk 
hold a candle to Rupert, (who must have 
been put upon this earth to lead and 
motivate a fighting force). 

In case this seems like I have fallen under 
Ruperts spell, I haven’t (not completely). I 
am well aware that Rupert was indeed a 
flawed character, with a short concentration 
span and a tendency to lose interest in 
whatever he was doing when something else 
turned up and distracted him. But, having 
said all that, he had, I suppose, what you 
would call charisma and, my goodness me... 
didn’t he have it in shed loads? 


Raison d^ctre 

Thoroughly overheated by his first triumph 
Ruperr w^as on a roll. He would have 
happily carried on chasing Roundheads 
until there w^eren’t any left, but suddenly, 
and quite out of the blue, something caught 
his attention at the very edge of the 
battlefield. It was the Roundheads’ baggage 
train which was completely unguarded, as 
all available men were up at the Front, 
either fighting in the battle or running aw^ay 
from it. How Rupert managed to ignore 
what was going on around him and focus all 
this attention on a lowly baggage train, is 
questionable, but he did just that, and told 
his troops to empty it, take what they 
wanted and burn the rest. Perhaps he was 
really in rerested in rhe contents on offer bur 
I think he was just was ^vorried that his 


reputation as a bad boy would be at risk if 
he dldnk completely trash It. 

Flagging at the pnish 

Meanwhile back at the Front Line things 
were nor going swimmingly. The King was in 
the position he hated most, being centre 
stage, in the middle of a battle, in charge by 
default and having to make decisions. The 
advantage rhe Cavaliers had, by rhelr position 
at the start, and the success of their first 
charges was diminishing every minute Rupert 
was AWOL. So, when he eventually re- 
emerged onto the battle field, having thought 
he had chased all the Roundheads back to 
wherever, he was astonished to find the place 
still crawling with them... Soldiers who had 
providently taken cover at the sight of Rupert 

and his poodle, leading 
rhe charge, were just 
emerging from their 
htdey holes to to find out 
what was going on. 

Where were Rupert’s 
men? Why was King 
Charles looking like he 
didnt want to be there? 
The very nature of the 
battle seemed to have 
changed so maybe things 
weren’t as bad as they had 
feared. 

Encouraged by young 
Oliver Cromwell (who should have been 
minding his own business and keeping his 
nose out,) the Roundheads tried to re¬ 
group, but unfortunately their weapons had 
all mysteriously disappeared, and they were 
well and truly up a gum tree, if not a creek, 
and with no paddle in sight.. 

It was at this moment that, had Rupert 
rallied his troops round for a second poke at 
the opposition, things might have turned 
out very differently. As ir was, everyone was 
fed up, it was getting late, the sky was 
darkening and no-one wanted to carry on. 
They all drifted off into the gathering 
gloom, no doubt muttering, “Blow this for a 
game of soldiers”. 

Someone had taken the bat home and the 
moment when the Civil War may have been 
stopped in its tracks, passed into history. 4' 
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Four Shires ❖ music 


tvhen was the last time 
you bought vinyl? 

david jaques 
mourns the decline of 
the real record shop , 


his Easter saw the annual Record 
Store Day, an event designed to 
focus attention on the dwindling 
band of independent record shopS;, 
so prevalent in the /Os and SOs, but 
rapidly becoming a historical footnote. 

Laudable though its aims are^, a quick trawl 
through the website shows that the nearest 
participants to Banbury are in Witney, 
Leamington Spa and Northampton... 

Which got me thinking. When 1 was 
younger (much younger), an album 
release by your favourite artist was 
something to be savoured. Money would 
be saved, a trip to the record store 
rewarded by taking possession of a virgin 
slice of vinyl, the trip home spent 
scouring the more obscure credits on the 
sleeve, until finally it would be placed on 
the turntable, to be enjoyed over and over 
again - generally much to the annoyance 
of older members of the household. 

To aid you in this quest, weekdays were 
spent listening to various record stations. 
DJs would often trail records before 
release date, sometimes pla)'ing (especially 
in the case of Pink Floyd) whole albums 
in the course of a show. Luminaries such 
as John Peel could give hitherto unknown 
hands a break simply by playing their 
latest single, such was their power. 

But those days are gone. The physical act 
of buying a record has been supplanted by 
downloads or streaming - but are we any 
worse ofE On the face of it, we seem to 
he fed a constant diet of anodyne pop, 
with record companies unwilling to 
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nurture a band through those difficult 
early years while they learn their craft. 
These days, if youVe not an instant hit, 
you are probably heading for sales 
oblivion. But it could also be said that 
this has always been the case - record 
companies are there to make a profit after 
all. The difference now is not the paucity 
of good music, but the sheer glut of it, all 
made available courtesy of the internet. 

Want to listen to music? As long as you 
have broadband, the whole world is your 
oyster. Sites such as Spotify and Last FM 
will not only stream music, they'll suggest 
other choices to you. Want to see how a 
band shapes up live? Pop over to YouTube 
and have a look, you can watch live acts 
from the last 50 years strutting their stuff 
onstage. The consumer is able to determine 
what to listen to, and when to listen to it. 

All of which is bad news for independent 
record shops, hut 1 would suggest that there 
will always be a market for them, 
just not as big as it used to be. For the rest 
of us, there is an enormous amount of good 
music out there, so go out and explore! 

On that note, listen out for (some of 
these are current, some are not, all are 
worth a hearing)... 

Er&ken Eelis - "Ajter the Disco* 

Formed by legendary producer Danger 
Mouse and Shins frontman James Mercer, 
this follow Up to their eponymous album 
is another slice of mellow loveliness, and 
while Em at it, you could do worse than 
to check out The Shins ""Port of Morrow', 
one of my favourite records of 2012. 


Janelie Monae - *The Electric Lady* 

An even better record than her hrst 
offering, ‘The ArchAndroid’, this is an 
album of finely crafted fiink, pop and 
soul. Reminiscent of 80s era Prince (who 
appears on one track), it is a delight. 

Francoise Hardy - 'The Vogue Years’ 

This collection of French singer Francoise 
Hardy's early records features classics such 
as ^Tous Les Garmons Ft Les Filles*, as well 
as my personal favourite T’ Amour Ne 
Dure Pas Toujours'. A record for summer 
days, so chic you can almost imagine 
yourself in a cafe on the Left Bank... 4* 

LOCAL GIG TOP TIP 

A couple of years ago I saw Gandalf 
Murphy and the Grand Slambovians 
(pictured above) at Glastonbury. Playing a 
bewildering blend of rock Sc roll, folk, and 
quirky Americana, Gandalf Murphy & the 
Slambovian Circus of Dreams have been 
called “the hillbilly Pink Floyd,'’ which is 
an apt description, particularly if you 
throw in elements of Tom Petty & the 
Heartbreakers, the Band, Neil Diamond, 
and maybe even some Frank Zappa. 

Interestingly enough, they are coming to 
these shores in May, and are pla)ing The 
Brasenose Arms in Cropredy on 6th May. 

Contact details are below, but if you like 
the sort of band that genuinely mixes 
genres and plays a mean live show to 
boot, you could do worse than heading 
down to Cropredy on May 6th... 

WWW. brasenosearm s. co. uk/ m usic 




Call for a consultation or drop In to our office 

Unit 16 Twyford Mill, Adderbury, Oxfordshire, 0X17 3SX 

e: howard@heavenandstubbs.com 
w; www.bespokestudies.comwww.bespokelibraries.com 

t: 01295 812 423 
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